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  Prologue: Cleaners vs Knights



The main function of a demon cleaner is to hunt and kill demons. “Cleaning” the world of demons. This makes them the natural enemies of demon knights, who are the masters and allies of demons. In the old days, cleaner were also appointed to “clean” the world of demon knights. It was simple then. A claim of heresy. Call a bitch a witch. “He was a traitor to the country!!!! Plotting against the crown!!!” And that was enough to excuse an impromptu execution or “knight cleaning.” Evidence? For what? Nowadays, that shit’s called murder. Cleaners go to jail for that. “But your honor, he was summoning demons and possessing people,” was just not going to fly in modern courts. 

Demon cleaners and demon knights are human. A special category of human called “Spectrals,” a category they share with vampires. Vampires can’t see ghosts or demons. Can’t use certain spells the cleaners use. They have nothing to do with “cleaner business.” They enjoy hunting knights that stray into their neighborhoods or in shopping districts where they may cross paths, but other than that, there is no overlap between the two groups.

Demon knights are born with their power and abilities. They can start summoning demons from the time they’re toddlers. They don’t know what they’re doing, and the demons are weak, but they can do it. 

Demon cleaners are born with their power, but no ability to use it. They need magic in order to exorcise demons from possessed humans and expel demons back to the lands of the damned. 

That’s the basic breakdown of the two groups. The more power that’s involved, the deeper the breakdowns get. Within these two groups are two groups: active and non-active. An active cleaner is called a Triumvir. An active knight is called a Knight Commander. And how do they get that status? The active life chooses them. 

Cleaners and knights that are born strong enough will attract the attention of higher powers. The Cleaner Council and Command Order. Cleaners that are inducted, initiated, and trained by Counselors are called “Triumvirs.” Knights are called “Knight Commanders” and answer to Command Order. Triumvirs and Commanders are the strongest among an already strong group of humans. If a non-Spectral human, aka mono human, believed they had a demon problem (and most of the time they did because no one’s first thought was “demon infestation.” They waited until hospitalizations and arrests occurred.) they called a Triumvir. These situations were too much for a non-active cleaner to handle. Demons can possess a mono human, but they can kill a cleaner. That’s why Triumvirs have to be trained and non-active cleaners have to call Triumvirs. 

The Triumvirs clean houses by expelling demons. If they catch the demon knight, that is a bonus. But usually, the knight was a friend or family member of the residents, who’d visit, drop off demons like poop in the toilet, then leave. Yeah. They were like that. Mono friends and family were little more than prey for demon knights. Toys. Punching bags. And the worst part? Monos had no idea. They couldn’t see or feel demons, couldn’t even perceive the Spectrals. To monos, everyone was everyone. Trying to convince them they were under attack from their best friend, cousin, uncle, siblings, CHILD!!!! They’d sooner believe the sky was falling.

Cleaners and knights aren’t on opposite ends of the Spectrum. They share a branch of the Spectrum and therefore function similarly. With a few exceptions, they will always be in sets of three because that’s how their powers connect. Literally, their powers connect like magnets, with the strongest three pulling in all others. But they have to be in close proximity unless they’re a Triumvir or a Commander. They can be some distance apart, even miles depending on their strength, and still connect with each other. 

It takes a trio of Triumvirs to make a “Triumvirate.” It takes a trio of Knight Commanders to make a “Knighthood.” Knighthoods are usually in groups of nine for added protection against the Triumvirs. They’re almost never in groups of just three. That would create an unsafe situation for them and throw them into immediate crises mode if one were “removed” from the board. They know this because it has happened before and will never happen again.  

Both of their leading bodies are in groups of nine, organized by power weight into sets of three, with the strongest as the leader and the weakest rounding out the 9.  The organizations are meant to provide community and resources, which helps keep both groups in line and out of the line of mono fire. As much as it was counter-intuitive to the way Spectrals lived, most countries are run by mono humans, who, having no power at all, shouldn’t be running anything. But they were going to let that go. Those kinds of discussions bred rogues and rogues bred problems. That’s why the Cleaner Council had the Articles of Peace and Commander Order had…well, they didn’t have anything. They would just target and remove “problem children.”

Speaking of the Articles of Peace, they are, for lack of a better description, Triumvir assassins. They are trained in Shadow magic and use that magic against Triumvirs who have become a danger to society, especially to other Triumvirs. The actual name of this branch of the Council is the Peace Treaty, and as a treaty has articles, each member of the treaty is called an Article of Peace. 

The Articles were at one point disbanded. The mutiny of Patrice Silva made the Council fear that that kind of power could be used against them. Again. The Articles were reinstated under the guidance and tutelage of Counselor Tia Valentina after the occurrence at the Jenkins’s home. If that was what Lillas Mikkinnan could do by accident and at such a young age, there was no telling what she’d be capable of once she were bigger, stronger, and intentional. They didn’t want to hurt Lillas, but if they had to, they needed to be ready. Besides, Triumvirs in general are too powerful to not have a method of control.

Only the Counselors know who the Articles are. Articles never train together and only do Article work in the form of shadows. This keeps “problem solving” from being too personal. It’s hard enough to turn on a fellow Triumvir without it being someone you know.

The knights, on the other hand, have no problem turning on problem knights. It should be noted that it takes a lot for Command Order to even consider a Commander a problem. By the time they’ve had it with a Commander, that person has crossed red lines, state lines, power lines, dotted lines, misstepped in the County Line. Their idea of “too far” is far beyond what a normal person would see as too far. 

And that’s how they ended up with Boyd Boone who, even at the end, managed to evade them via lengthy prison sentence. 

The problem was, once a knight or cleaner was made active, there was no way to unopen that door. There was no 90-day trial period. There was no way to know who’d turn and who wouldn’t. Most wouldn’t, but the ones who did, well, the wounds they left were deep. 
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