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An excellent example of Philippians study guide. Simple and easy to read and receive from God's Word. Not overwhelming. M. Bailey.

Enjoyed this simple read that engages your heart as you lean on the Scriptural references & principles. I highly recommend it without a doubt! Thanks, Esther Dan.

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I recommend this book for anyone who wants to understand Faith better in the Book of Philippians, Kevin Booker.

This is an actual Bible study written in the style of a devotional and serves as a commentary on Philippians. This is written for the non-academic and non-theologian. This is a Christ-centred, life-changing Bible study for lay people. PAR.

.

This book helped me to see that Paul’s martyrdom is something beautiful, and it is to be treasured. Paul was obviously a dedicated man. This study guide has helped me to learn more about Paul and his magnificent cause. T. Townsend.

A great study of the Bible on Apostle Paul’s journey to Philippi where he converted Lydia and her family, the Philippian jailer, and established the church there. This is an easy-to-understand and great book of devotion. J Sharmani.

The journey of Paul's life provides insight into his role in ministry to Jesus and the people. A very enlightening book, Rowan E. Creech.

This was a good basic study of Philippians. I think anytime one studies the Bible, the time is well spent, Voracious reader.
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.

Philippians by Dr. Andrew C S Koh is an essential expositional Bible study on the Epistle of Philippians. This book provides readers of all denominations and levels of spiritual maturity with a comprehensive guide to understanding Paul's captivating prison epistle. Building upon a clear background and simple explanations, this study guide offers 11 lessons presented on a verse by verse, paragraph by paragraph, and chapter by chapter basis, providing readers with a foundational understanding of Philippians over 11 weeks.

The Word of God is living and powerful, and Philippians is the perfect Bible study resource to help you encounter the Lord through his Word. Readers who are looking to gain a deeper understanding of the Bible, no matter their level of spiritual maturity, will appreciate the clear explanations and in-depth analysis provided in this book. For those seeking to dive deeper into the Word of God, Philippians is an invaluable teaching aid and a must-read.

Dr Andrew CS Koh

2021
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Introduction to Philippians
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Opening Prayer

––––––––
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Heavenly Father, help us open our hearts to the lessons you want to teach us, and guide us to a deeper relationship with You through Your Holy Spirit. May we be humble and open to Your guidance as we seek to apply Your Word to our lives. Let the truth of Your message transform us and draw us closer to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Philippi was a Roman colony in Greece. Paul visited Philippi in AD 51 on his second missionary journey. In Philippi, the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul converted and saved Lydia, and her family at a riverside on a Sabbath day. All hell broke loose when Paul exorcised a demonized slave girl, landing him and Silas into the local prison, Acts 16:16-24. 

At midnight, when Paul and Silas sang, prayed, and praised the Lord, an earthquake miraculously broke the prisoners’ chains and opened the prison doors. Paul prevented the Philippian jailer from committing suicide, saying that no one had escaped. The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul converted, and saved, the Philippian jailer and his family, and they were baptized. 

When the magistrate realized that Paul was a Roman citizen, he immediately released Paul the following day, Acts 26:25-40. Paul established the Philippian house church with Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and their families. 

Paul left Philippi, travelled to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and returned back to Antioch in Syria.

In AD 54 Paul travelled to Ephesus, and other places, on his third missionary journey before returning back to Jerusalem in AD 57. When the Jews mobbed Paul outside the Jerusalem temple, the Romans arrested him and jailed him at Caesarea Maritima. 

In AD 59, the Roman governor Festus, sent Paul on a prison ship to Rome for trial under Caesar, Acts 21-26. After surviving a major shipwreck and a poisonous snake bite at Malta, Paul finally arrived to Rome in AD 61, as a prisoner under house arrest, Acts 28. Epaphroditus of Philippi, visited Paul in Rome, with a financial love gift from the Philippian church and updated Paul regarding the Philippian house church. 

Paul, the author of Philippians, wrote this thank you letter to the Philippians Christians sometime in AD 62 when under Roman house arrest, probably chained to a Roman Pretorian guard. According to church tradition and history, the Roman Emperor Caesar Nero released Paul sometime in AD 62. Tragically, Nero rearrested Paul and beheaded him in AD 66 at the Mamertine prison in Rome. 

Philippians is one of the four Pauline prison epistles, viz. Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. 

The theme of Philippians is “joy and rejoice in Christ.” 

Lydia was the first Christian convert in Europe. The Philippian church was the first church in Europe. 

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we ask for your guidance in understanding the teachings of Philippians and for wisdom to applying these lessons in our lives.

Help us to grow closer to you. Help us strengthen our faith and understanding. May we be humble and open to Your guidance as we seek to apply Your Word to our lives. Let the truth of Your message transform us and draw us closer to You, In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Paul’s Prayer
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Philippians 1:1-7

Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father, let us give up our own plans and submit to your divine will, trusting that your plans are better than anything we can imagine. Let us learn that true joy and fulfilment comes from surrendering and obeying. Let us imitate Christ's humility and selflessness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Even though Paul was under persecution, he was able to rejoice in the Lord. He thanked the Lord for all that the Lord had done for him.  He did not allow his present circumstances to affect his joy in the Lord.  Paul derived strength by being joyful in the Lord, Nehemiah 8:10.

Nehemiah 8:10 (NIV), Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Verses 1-2, 1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ; To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and servants, 2 Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection

Paul and Timothy were bond servants of Jesus Christ. The Greek word for bond servant is ‘doulos,’ which means, slave. The Greek word for saint is ‘hagios,’ which means sanctified, consecrated, holy, separated, or set apart for God. The Philippian Christians, and us, are saints, who are separated and set apart for God. 
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