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Examples of Reader Responses
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The writings of Robert Lloyd Russell have received a warm reception by a wide variety of people as seen in the quotes below.  His books have received 11 national and international literary awards. 

|||||  |||||

☆☆☆☆☆ “He writes clearly so that the material is easily understood by both clergy and laity... Very edifying to read.” ~ William J. Petersen: Emeritus Senior Acquisitions Editor for Baker Book House and Fleming H. Revell.

☆☆☆☆☆ “I loved the book... It is very well written and very understandable.” ~ Bob G., inmate 

☆☆☆☆☆ “I find it most inspirational... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent." ~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker 

☆☆☆☆☆ “First there was Tozer with “The Knowledge of the Holy,” and then Packer gave us “Knowing God,” and now Russell has taken us further.” ~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible [regarding eBook “GOD’S NATURE: Sonlight Sunlight” / print book “GOD LIGHT: Sunlight Sonlight”] 

☆☆☆☆☆ “The definitive work on Psalm 1:3. Mr. Russell has a tremendous gift for analogy.  The most impressive thing is the way he has built off of existing undeniable Scriptural concepts.  I am very impressed with his use of certain Scriptures, such as with regard to trees being deceptive in appearance...  His work is very interesting, very clear, and intensely practical.” ~ Ronald B. Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological Seminary [regarding an early draft of “GOD’S CHILD: Like a Tree”] 

To 

All God’s Children 

Who Acknowledge

Their Inconsistent

Spiritual Walk
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Chapter 1

Your Life Mirrors Samson’s

Judges 13—16
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Then Jesus came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Matthew 26:40-41; cf. Mark 14:37-38
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The story of Samson is about the spiritual fight faced by every believer. Throughout the Old Testament the nation of Israel was inconsistent in obedience to God. Today, honest Christians admit they have been inconsistent in following Jesus Christ. 

Even though he had many advantages, Samson was very inconsistent regarding his spiritual life. In this book we look at 15 examples of Samson’s failures interspersed with 10 examples of his spiritual victories. (The Scriptures do not record all of Samson’s activities.)

As Sunday school children know, Samson had great physical strength given to him by God. His life was dedicated to the Lord by his parents. Unfortunately, his tendency was to rely on his own strengths instead of the mighty all-powerful strength of God. 

From looking at the life of Samson, we can learn about the lives of believers on earth including our own lives. Samson was strong physically but sometimes weak spiritually. His story is about the spiritual fight we, as Christians, are facing today. 

Samson made good choices and God used him mightily.

Samson made bad choices which led to his death. 

The Apostle Paul 

“For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.  ...  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God — through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:14-25). 

Personal Responsibility 

Even though we constantly fight our sinful nature, that does not give us an excuse for lack of obedience. In one of the great mysteries of the Christian faith, we are simultaneously completely dependent upon God while also totally responsible before God. 

Comforting Thought 

The Scripture references to Samson are condensed into the four consecutive Chapters 13-14-15-16 of the Book of Judges. Samson failed in over half of the major activities of his life recorded in Scripture. There is, however, one very important additional reference to Samson found in the great “Hall of Faith” chapter. 

“And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to fight the armies of the aliens” (Hebrews 11:32-34).

Samson with all his failures, and even David with adultery and murder failures, were recorded in God’s honor roll! There is great hope for you and me as we determine to finish strong and make our futures count.​[1] 

The historical account of Samson’s life is found in the Book of Judges chapters 13 through 16. I strongly encourage you to read those four chapters. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Do you agree that your life in many ways mirrors Samson’s (sometimes obedient to your calling and at other times going your own selfish way)?

~2~ On a scale of 1-10 how consistent has your love for God been?

~3~ Can you think of a time in your life when you know God had a specific task for you and you blew it? If in a small group, share your experiences. 

~4~ From what you currently know about the life of Samson, do you identify with parts of his life? 
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PART 1 


THE 


LIFE


OF


SAMSON
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Chapter 2

Miraculous Birth

Judges 13:1-25


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.

Psalm 139:13-14

––––––––
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~ The Back Story ~ 

“Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. And the Angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, ‘Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines’” (Judges 13:2-5). 

~ His Birth Place ~ 

The town of Zorah was approximately 15 miles west of Jerusalem. 

~ His Birth ~ 

‘So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the Lord blessed him. And the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol” (Judges 13:24-25).

[1] His birth was miraculous in that it was announced by an angel to Samson’s mother before she became pregnant.

[2] His birth was miraculous because Samson’s mother had previously been unable to bear children. 

~ His Heritage ~ 

He was from the tribe of Dan. It was Dan who was referred to early in the Scripture: “Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel” (Genesis 49:16). 

~ His Father ~ 

Manoah is primarily a male name of Hebrew origin that means Rest. Manoah was “at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol (several miles west of Jerusalem).” 

~ His Mother ~ 

Samson’s mother is simply referred to as “Manoah’s wife.” She remains unnamed throughout Scripture. She was unable to conceive a child (Judges 13:3,7a). 

Samson’s mother is one of a number of women in Scripture who were granted a miraculous birth: Sarah (Genesis 21:1-2), Ruth (Ruth 4:13), Hannah (1Samuel 1:20), Elizabeth (Luke 1:57), and Mary, the Mother of Jesus (Matthew 1:18 and Luke 2:6-7). 

~ His Dedication ~ 

“Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines” (Judges 13:4-5). There are several key factors that arise from this all-important passage. 

[1] Samson’s parents dedicated him to be a Nazirite. The Book of Numbers gives clear instructions regarding how a Nazirite was to be set apart (Numbers 6:1-21). Today, Christians are also commanded to be set apart from the world around them (2 Corinthians 6:17). Also, some Christians publicly dedicate their children to God—symbolizing being set apart to God and the work of His kingdom. 

[2] Nazirites were not to drink of the vine. In that day grape juice of any kind was a symbol of earthly delights and enjoyment of what the world has to offer. The Nazirite, like all of God’s people, was to find his primary pleasure in God (Nehemiah 8:10b). 

[3] Nazirites were never to have their hair cut. In that era long hair on a man was unusual (1 Corinthians 11:14). A Nazirite was to be willing to be shunned for being unusual. 

[4] Nazirites were never to go near a dead body (Numbers 6:6). 

[5] Samson “shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines” (Judges 13:5).

~ Samson, the Man ~ 

Many remember Sunday school lessons with pictures of a Rambo type superhero named Samson. That image certainly fits with many of his physical feats during his lifetime. However, Biblical names are descriptive and the name Samson means “little sun.” Apparently, he was not a muscular scary superhero! Nowhere in Scripture does it indicate otherwise. This just makes his many physical feats more miraculous.

~ The Situation ~ 

It was a turbulent period in Israel’s history. Throughout the Book of Judges God had led Israel’s armies to victory. Judges in that era were the rulers of the nation. But the nation of Israel kept vacillating between obeying and disobeying God. So, from time to time God would allow enemies to subdue and rule over Israel because of their disobedience. This was the time of Israel’s seventh cycle of disobedience. 

The setting is that the Philistines ruled over God’s chosen people (Judges 14:4). The Philistines were brutal, likely the worst captives Israel ever faced. They ruled Israel for about forty years. 

The Book of Judges is about a culture that was full of bad decisions. Everyone was doing what was right in their own eyes (Judges 17:6, 21:25).

Now God chose to raise up Samson as a rather unique champion. God in His sovereignty brings Samson onto the scene. Samson grows and becomes one of Israel’s most famous judges. But Samson’s life could be likened to the Apostle Peter; they both had successes but also failures. Many of us can identify with them—we all have so much potential yet periodically show our innate sinful nature. 

Summary 

“His whole life is a scene of miracles and follies” wrote Charles Spurgeon. Perhaps that is why many of us can identify with him. 

Samson was dedicated to the Lord’s service at his birth. God used him to destroy many Philistines. When we consider Samson’s entire life, we find that although he was strong physically, he was weak spiritually. Ultimately, he lost his strength when his Nazarite vow was broken. But God restored his strength when he turned back to God in faith. 

At times, Samson tried to follow God without being willing to turn from sin. In the end, he was defeated because of lack of determination to follow God. His love for Delilah proved greater than his love for God. This book is a recap of Samson’s major successes and major failures and some practical lessons we observe. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ On a scale of 1-10 how consistent has your love for God been? 

~2~ As you review this brief introduction to the life of Samson, are you surprised by anything?
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Chapter 3

Wrong Place ~ 14:1
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Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines.

Judges 14:1

––––––––

[image: ]


||||| weakness |||||

––––––––

[image: ]


~ Anecdote ~ 

In my youth I attended a K-8 elementary school. In the eighth grade my buddy and I skipped school on the opening day of baseball season. The next day I turned in my written “excuse from my parents” (which they knew nothing about) indicating that I had been sick. 

During the morning I was told to report to the school principal. He asked where I had been the previous day and I assured him that I had been home sick. “Did you not see my excuse slip?” He said “okay” and then went about shuffling papers on his desk. 

A little while later he asked again about my whereabouts the day before. I confidently reaffirmed my answer. This happened a couple more times with perhaps five minutes between each time. 

Finally, we went through the same routine and he said, “Young man, you better think about it a little harder.” Then he picked up the newspaper on his desk, pulled out the sports page and opened it as he leaned back in his chair and appeared to be reading it. I could now see the front page of the sports section. At the top of the page was a large picture of myself and my buddy enjoying the baseball game.

I immediately remembered the Scripture which my mother had frequently reminded me of, “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23b). 

The principal announced a rather severe penalty for skipping school and for lying to him. 

I had gone where I was not supposed to go. 

Timnah 

Timnah was a Philistine town a few miles from Samson’s home. The Philistines did not love God and were enemies of Israel. Israelites were forbidden to go to the land of the Philistines (see for example Exodus 13:17). 

Samson went where he was not supposed to go! 

“Now Samson went down to Timnah” (Judges 14:1a). Even the phrase “went down” is interesting. 

~ Note ~ 

This appears to be Samson’s first major step in a slippery slope downward. 

Scripture 

~ Old Testament ~ 

“Then Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, You say to me, “Bring up this people.” But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, “I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.” Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.’ And He said, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’
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