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    To all my history enthusiasts out there.

Happy reading and learning! 

With all my gratitude and love. 
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Chapter One: The Clock in the Cave
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Zoya pressed the glowing green button on her wristwatch. “Ready, Zane?”

Her little brother grinned and adjusted his backpack. “Time to travel!”

With a whoosh, the world spun like a top. Colors swirled. Their feet lifted off the ground. And then—plop!—they landed in a place that smelled like smoke, earth, and something... ancient.

Zane blinked. “Where are we?”
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Zoya looked around. The walls were rocky and rough. A fire crackled nearby. Shadows danced across the stone. “I think... we’re in a cave. A really, really old one.”

The cave was quiet, except for the soft crackle of fire and the distant drip of water. The air was cool and damp. Zoya touched the wall. It was rough and cold, like touching a giant’s knuckle.

Suddenly, a girl peeked out from behind a rock. Her hair was wild, her clothes were made of animal fur, and she held a stick with a burnt tip.

“Hi,” Zoya said gently. “We’re visitors. From the future.”

The girl blinked. Then she smiled and pointed to the wall. “I’m painting,” she said. “Want to help?”

Zane stepped closer. On the cave wall were drawings—animals with big horns, people with spears, and handprints in red and brown.

“Wow,” Zane whispered. “You don’t have pencils or paper?”

The girl laughed. “We use berries, mud, and fire ash. We paint what we see. What we hunt. What we dream.”

Zoya dipped her finger into a bowl of berry juice. She drew a bird with wide wings. “This is amazing,” she said. “You’re telling stories without words.”

The girl nodded. “We remember things this way. My father says the cave is our memory.”

Zane looked around. “So this is history. Before books. Before schools.”

Zoya added, “Before clocks and calendars. Time was told by the sun, the moon, and the seasons.”

The girl pointed to a spiral on the wall. “This means ‘many moons ago.’ It’s how we say ‘a long time back.’”

Zane giggled. “I say that when I talk about my baby pictures!”

The three children laughed and painted together. Zoya drew a sun with smiling rays. Zane added a fish jumping from a river. The cave wall became a colorful storybook.

“Do you ever paint your dreams?” Zoya asked.

The girl nodded. “Last night, I dreamed of a giant bird that flew across the stars. I painted it here.” She pointed to a strange shape with wings and dots around it.

Zane stared. “That looks like a spaceship!”

Zoya smiled. “Maybe your dreams are time-traveling too.”

The girl grinned. “Maybe.”

They sat by the fire and shared roasted nuts and berries. The girl showed them how to grind red rocks into powder and mix it with water to make paint. Zoya tried it and made a bright red swirl.

Zane asked, “Do you have a name?”

The girl thought for a moment. “My name means ‘light in the cave.’ But you can call me Luma.”

“Nice to meet you, Luma,” Zoya said. “I’m Zoya, and this is Zane.”

Luma smiled. “You’re strange, but kind.”

Zane laughed. “We get that a lot.”

Suddenly, Zoya’s watch beeped. “Time to go,” she said.
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