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This story is dedicated to my husband, who has always been willing to go on any adventure with me.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, events, places, businesses and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.
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“The world is full of magic things, patiently waiting for our senses to grow sharper.”

~ W.B. Yeats
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As they walked across the gravel, the winds picked up and the sky grew darker.  “Quite a welcome,” observed Jamie.  “Almost makes me feel as if we’re not wanted.”

Robin smiled.  “I do not think anyone would be welcome here.”  

Angela levitated off the ground.  “Come back down here immediately,” Clarissa demanded.  

“What is it?” asked Angela.

“We have no idea, what kind of spies or security Devon might have guarding this place,” Clarissa said, seriously.  “For now, we limit our magic to only what is absolutely necessary.”

“We need to find a secure place to have that talk,” stated Merrick.  “This beach is hardly a safe area.”

“Agreed,” said Lunaria, “but we need to know, who or what we may be up against.”

“I’ll go with Angela,” offered Sam.  “We’ve been practicing, and I can sense anything in the water.”

“You can fly?” asked Clarissa, surprised.

“I’ve been teaching her,” said Angela, proudly.

Clarissa looked over at Anne, who shrugged.  “I’m sorry,” Anne replied.  “We don’t have any way of seeing what’s ahead either.”

“Very well,” said Clarissa.  “You may both go but be careful.”

Angela smiled at Sam, who changed into an air fairy very similar in appearance to Janet.  “We’ll be right back,” Sam promised, looking at Pat.

Lunaria and Anne were walking towards the shards of boulders with Sid and Tom right behind them.  Merrick and Craigorr were walking together about ten feet to the left.  Clarissa looked at Pat and smiled.  “Walk with me,” she invited.  “We’ll both be worried until they return.”

Robin and Jamie trailed behind, turning back to check that no one was following them every few minutes.  “This is going to be a very long walk up to those cliffs,” Jamie observed.  “We need to find some cover.”

“I have an idea about that,” said Robin, looking at the ravines.  “What do you think about taking advantage of some of the magic we have at our disposal?”

Jamie smiled.  “What’s your idea?”

“I think we should use the ravines for cover,” Robin replied, “and if the fairies can work together, we may have a way to get up there undetected.”

Jamie glanced over at Pat.  “Let’s go find out just how well fairies are able to work together.

Jamie and Robin walked over to Pat and Clarissa.  “Can fairies combine their magic?” Robin asked.  “If so, I have an idea.”

Pat looked at Clarissa and waited for the elder to answer.  “It has been done in the past,” Clarissa replied, “but it takes a lot of concentration and very skilled fairies on both sides.  Why do you ask?”

“I think we found something,” Angela announced as she and Sam landed lightly on the ground.  

“I will explain later,” Robin replied, quietly.

Sam smiled at Pat, saying, “Angela and I saw a small cave at the bottom of the cliffs just past the rocks to the right.”

Angela nodded, adding, “We should be able to reach it in about ten minutes.  Sam and I will fly ahead and watch for trouble.”

Everyone else walked to the base of the cliffs and they were soon inside the cave.  “This is exactly what we need,” said Merrick, lighting a small fire with a wave of his hand.  “This will burn brightly enough for us to see each other in the cave but should not be visible from outside.”

As the others looked around the cave, Clarissa turned to Robin and Jamie, saying, “Now, tell me more about this idea of yours.”

Robin glanced around, then said, “I was wondering if we could use your magic to get closer to the castle.  What if we traveled up one of those ravines and started a fire on the other side to distract Devon and his guards from our true intentions?”

“Aye, a bit of camouflage if you will,” Jamie said, liking the idea.  “They go to check out the fire and we walk right past them.”

“What part of the plan needs us to combine our magic?” Clarissa asked.

Robin smiled.  “We would need you to blow the fires in the correct direction and to make sure the fires can be put out, when we no longer need the distraction.  We will still have to get back down to the water.”

Clarissa nodded, smiling slightly.  “Your idea has possibilities.  Let me talk to the others.”

On her way to see Merrick, Clarissa glanced over at Anne and Lunaria, who followed her.  They started talking quietly to Merrick and Craigorr.  

Angela joined Pat and Sam, whispering, “Looks like we’re not invited to the meeting.”

“Just what I was thinking,” Jamie agreed, walking over with Robin.  “Perhaps we should get Tom and Sid...we could do a bit of reconnaissance outside.  It wouldn’t hurt to get a lay of the land.”

“I do not think the elders would appreciate that,” Robin replied.  “What if we ask Angela and Sam for a description instead?”

“I suppose that will have to do, though I’d like to get out there and see for myself.”  More quietly, Jamie added, “The waiting is always the hardest part.”  

Looking at Sam and Angela, Robin asked, “Did you notice any security measures, when you found this cave?”

Sam shook her head, but Angela hesitated.  “I don’t know if it’s important, but I did see a line of trees without tops and a large wire that hung between them.”

“I’ve seen something like that before,” Jamie said, turning to Robin.  “It was the last time I went to the castle with my father.  It was new and supposed to be the latest technological wonder.  Transmitting messages as if by magic along the wires.”

“They can do that?” asked Angela, surprised.  

“Almost like the earth fairies,” Robin noted, thoughtfully.  “I remember reading about the theory in our library at home.  I had no idea someone had actually built one.” 

Jamie looked at Robin.  “Any chance you remember how that theory worked?” 

“Perhaps,” Robin replied, smiling.  “What do you have in mind?”

“If we can get into the castle, I think we can create another distraction to get out.  And as for getting in, remember I said I had a plan back in the tavern?”  As Robin nodded, Jamie looked at Sam and Angela, then smiled.  “If we can get up to the castle, I think I can get the guards out of the way.”

“And how would you do that?” Sam asked, intrigued.

Pat interrupted them, saying, “It looks like the elders have made a decision.”

Lunaria waited until everyone had stopped talking.  “We have decided to use the ravines as a way to get up to the castle.  Robin had an idea,” Lunaria said, “that we think will work.  We’ll break into two groups and one will go up the ravine on the far side of the waterfall and start a fire.  It will look like a natural occurrence, but Devon will have to send his guards down to deal with it.  Meanwhile, the rest of us will travel up the ravine on this side of the falls to gain access to the castle.”

There were some murmurs and then Pat stepped forward.  “I know this land doesn’t look very inviting, but when the enchantment is broken the residents will want to return.  Animals, humans and fairies.”

Clarissa nodded in agreement.  “That’s why we are breaking into groups,” she explained.  “The fairies on the fire line will be directing the fire, keeping it contained and then extinguishing it.  We’ll need Craigorr and Merrick to start the fire, I will keep it moving in the right direction and Anne, Sid and Tom will put it out.”

“What about the water fairies?” Sam asked, then looked down as Lunaria glanced over at her.  

“That’s a good question,” Clarissa replied.  Looking over at Lunaria, she added, “We’ll all need to work together on this mission.”

Lunaria nodded.  “You’re right, of course and Sam makes a valid point.  Why not simply have the water fairies put out the fire?  If they did, it would look like magic rather than the fire blowing back on itself.”

“And using air to control the fire would indicate that the air fairies are responsible if anyone gets suspicious,” Pat added with a smile.  “Nice plan.”

“Aye, it certainly is,” Jamie said, looking at Robin.  

“For the first time,” Anne said, quietly, “I feel like we might have a chance of defeating this monster and ending the curse once and for all.”  At Sid and Tom’s confused look, she replied, “We’ve waited eight hundred years to see this evil vanquished from our lands.”

“Just how old are elders anyway?” Jamie whispered to Sam as Lunaria started to explain.

“We are all in this together now and there are some things you should know.  For eight centuries, the elders in this cave have been preparing for the final battle with the exception of Merrick.”  Lunaria bowed to the fire elder, “He is here to represent their group, because their senior elder was taken with the other fire fairies.  Raisa is the one, who has been working with Merrick and some of the others, preparing for this fight.” 

Merrick took a step forward.  “We are here to rescue our sons and our elder, but there have been others taken as well.”  He looked over to Craigorr, who nodded, then continued.  “Raisa was convinced there was a purpose to the earlier abductions of our fire fairies and said she was getting close to the truth.  She had just received word from one of the water elders that they might have a lead, when she was taken.”

“So, that is why you suspected the water fairies,” Robin said, quietly.  

As Merrick walked over to Robin, he smiled.  “You are very bright, young one.  Are you sure there is no fire fairy blood in your background?”

Robin smiled.  “I wish I could say yes, but I am not aware of any.”  Looking over at Jamie and then the others, Robin continued.  “According to some of the books in our library, there is a prophecy that outlines the path to the final battle.  Something about four acting as one and all returning.”  Lunaria nodded, more to herself than the others.  “And water deciding the fate of all, making up for its betrayal,” Robin added, looking over at Pat.

Pat shrugged.  “I know very few details about the last great battle except that it was much shorter than the legends claim and that we lost many fairies that day.  I do not know how water betrayed anyone.” 

“Debra was a water elder,” Lunaria said, surprising many in the cave.  “She was one of the most gifted elders we’d ever had, and she betrayed us all.  She became enamored with the power she could wield, rather than those she could help.  And that was her downfall...and all of ours as well.”

Lunaria turned to Merrick and continued.  “When water decides the fate of all, it means we must decide what to do with Debra.  This time, we have to find a way to stop her.”  

“Why not work together?” asked Jamie.  “I mean, isn’t that why we’re all here?  To combine our strengths and stop this Devon and his sorceress or elder once and for all?”

“It’s not that easy,” answered Clarissa, picking up the story.  “When Devon was defeated last time, it was at the cost of hundreds of lives.  Debra had a crown made for him, then enchanted it with a dark magic like nothing any of us had ever experienced.  There is no breaking the curse without getting rid of the crown.”
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