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			This book is dedicated to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the soon-returning Messiah of Israel, and to the true Body of Christ throughout the earth, His faithful remnant of sons and daughters.

			 

			I pray the words of this commentary 

			inspire you to walk in a greater level of faith and devotion to God and give you strength to run your 

			race with boldness and perseverance.

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.”

			 

			(Daniel 12:3)

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			We all long to understand what lies ahead—and nowhere in Scripture is the future revealed more powerfully than in the book of Daniel. Far more than a historical study, this compelling commentary unveils God’s sovereign plan for the ages. Through a rich tapestry of Old and New Testament Scripture and historical insight, the prophecies of Daniel come alive with clarity and relevance. Seamlessly weaving biblical truth with world history, this page-turning work paints a vivid picture of the end times while showing how these ancient prophecies speak directly to our lives today—revealing that all of history is, indeed, God’s history.

			 

			—John Gilman

			President Emeritus Good Shepherd India

		

	
		
			 

			Preface

			Daniel is the fourth prophetic book in the Hebrew Bible and is one of the four Major Prophetic Books in the Christian canon of Scripture. The writing of the text is attributed to Daniel himself, a young Jewish captive taken to the City of Babylon shortly before King Nebuchadnezzar’s ascension to the throne. Its narrative spans the rise and fall of several Babylonian and Persian rulers, with a focus on the prophet’s personal experiences in exile, his remarkable wisdom and strength of character, and his detailed prophetic visions of future events. 

			While the first major section of the Book of Daniel (chapters 1–6) presents the personal accounts of Daniel and his companions in the courts of the kings of Babylon and Medo-Persia, the second major section (chapters 7–12) reveals the prophet’s explicit visions of future historical events, some of which have already come to pass, while others clearly describe our modern times, when “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall greatly increase” (Daniel 12:4). These latter chapters also contain prophecy concerning the Tribulation, the final victory of God’s faithful remnant, and the global reign of Messiah’s Kingdom over all nations. In this study, we will take a deep dive into each of the twelve chapters of the Book of Daniel and uncover some little-known facts about this mighty hero of both history and Scripture.

			Stripped of all earthly comforts in his youth and carried away captive by Nebuchadnezzar to a powerful foreign nation entirely hostile to his faith in Yahweh, Daniel tenaciously held to his pure devotion to the Lord, boldly choosing integrity over convenience in every major decision he faced, even at the risk of death. Rather than bewailing the situation in which he found himself, Daniel chose to embrace it with an open heart and a “not my will, but Yours be done” attitude. In so doing, he remained firm in his convictions as God used him mightily to bear witness to the truths of His Eternal Kingdom before some of the most renowned rulers in all of world history.

			Another interesting point about the Book of Daniel is that it is one of only two books in the canon of Judeo-Christian Scripture to contain major portions written in the Aramaic language, the other being the Book of Ezra, whose author was also a captive in Babylon. While the opening portion of Daniel (chapters 1–2:4a) is written in Hebrew, chapters 2:4b–7:28 were originally composed in Aramaic, with the recording of Daniel’s final three major visions (chapters 8–12) returning to Hebrew once again.

			Many scholars have offered varying explanations for this linguistic disparity. However, it seems highly probable that since Daniel served as a court-appointed official under the Babylonian and Medo-Persian kings, it would naturally follow that his documentation of events concerning them would be written and inscribed in their native tongue of Aramaic. 

			In this way, the opening Hebrew portion of the book can be seen as a description of the prophet’s early experiences, along with those of his three companions as young captives in Babylon, before beginning his official service to these Gentile rulers. The later return to Hebrew in (chapters 8–12) reflects the fact that these prophetic visions were of particular significance for the future of the Nation of Israel.

			Every word of this incredible book, regardless of the language of its original penning, is, of course the inspired Word of God, as the Holy Spirit moved upon this dedicated prophet of the Lord for our instruction and encouragement (Romans 15:4). I am forever grateful to God that He would count me worthy to have such a faithful example.

		

	
		
			 

			CHAPTER 1

			Taken Captive to Babylon

			Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there

			he was, making something at the wheel.

			 

			And the vessel that he made of clay was marred 

			in the hand of the potter, so he made it again

			into another vessel, as it seemed good

			to the potter to make. 

			 

			Then the Word of the Lord came to me, saying;

			 

			“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this

			Potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is

			in the potter’s hand, so are you in

			My hand, O house of Israel.

			 

			(Jeremiah 18:3–6) 

			 

			Even before ascending the throne in August of (605 BC), Nebuchadnezzar, the eldest son of King Nabopolassar, had great aspirations for his future reign over the Babylonian Empire. His military victories that year over both Assyria and Egypt greatly expanded his empire from northern Africa to Persia, and over much of Asia and the Middle East.1 The vassal kings of both the former Assyrian Empire and Egypt were now firmly under his control, in addition to Jehoiakim, King of Judah. From each of these nation-states within his territory, Nebuchadnezzar would now seek out the best and brightest, the most educated and skillful young people he could find to incorporate into his burgeoning kingdom. To embark on a rigorous journey of this length and magnitude, they would also have to be healthy and physically fit. 

			Daniel and his three companions were likely between sixteen and twenty years old when they were abruptly inducted for re-education and service in a distant and foreign land. Although they would be leaving behind a comfortable and privileged life in a city they dearly loved, there would be no complaining on this day. In a worldly sense, these young men went from the elite class among the royalty of Judah to leaving behind everything familiar to them, as they were rushed out of Jerusalem with little more than the clothes on their backs. 

			In a spiritual sense, however, Yahweh had long been preparing them for this day. For the painful journey they were about to take would lead them to the heart of their ultimate destiny, through whom countless lives would be transformed. Knowing nothing of their futures at this time, however, each would humbly submit to the harsh demands of their captors, at least for now.

			 

			In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

			And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god. 

			Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king’s descendants and some of the nobles, 

			Young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.

			 

			(Daniel 1:1–4)

			 

			In the year (606 BC), the armies of Babylon, led by Prince Nebuchadnezzar, defeated Jerusalem in what would be his first of three major raids against the royal city. On this fateful day, which would mark the beginning of the prophesied seventy-year captivity, the Nation of Judah officially came under Babylonian rulership. The precious treasures of the Lord’s Temple were taken, along with certain hand-picked young men who would be made to serve this powerful monarch and his empire, never again to return to their homeland. 

			Ordered out of Jerusalem and forced into a makeshift caravan by the foreign soldiers, the hostages were taken on a long and arduous journey of many hundreds of miles and many weeks of travel by foot. Their captors led them north through Canaan, past Phoenicia along the coast and through Syria, then eastward along the banks of the Euphrates River and into the region of Mesopotamia. 

			Through many blistering hot days and cold nights, exposed to the elements and given only enough rations to keep them alive and moving, the young captives had ample time to think and reflect. To Daniel, this judgment against the Nation of Judah and its king came as no surprise. He thought back to the joyful days of his early childhood during King Josiah’s annual Passover celebrations that followed his rededication of the Lord’s Temple in Jerusalem. This righteous king had worked tirelessly to purge the nation from a multitude of idolatrous practices that had woven themselves into the fabric of Judean culture for more than half a century, striving to turn his people back to the pure worship of Yahweh. 

			Although King Josiah succeeded in removing the many pagan idols of wood and stone throughout the land, he could not cleanse his people of their wayward and idolatrous hearts, and their attendance at these festivals proved to be more a matter of novelty than genuine devotion to God. This was also confirmed by the Prophet Jeremiah in his daily calls to true repentance and his many solemn warnings of the Lord’s impending judgment on the nation, as he stood at the gates of the Temple. 

			Following the tragic death of King Josiah at the hands of Pharaoh Necho II just three years earlier in (609 BC), the reverent façade of the people quickly faded, and the Nation of Judah never saw another good day. Josiah’s sons were nothing like their father in terms of righteousness, and the selfish and corrupt King Jehoiakim had now been forced to become a vassal to Nebuchadnezzar, the soon-to-be King of Babylon. 

			After several weeks of grueling travel, the procession of weary captives had finally reached their appointed destination of Babylon.2 As the great city came into view with its imperial gates and colossal, brilliantly colored glazed-brick walls adorned with images of lions, bulls, and dragons, the young men wondered what awaited them in this strange land that was to become their new home. 

			Nebuchadnezzar treated the Nation of Judah and the City of Jerusalem in the same manner that he treated all the other nations under his control, plundering the Temple of the Lord and carrying its sacred vessels into the treasure house of his god, Marduk. In his mind, the God of Judah was merely another of the lesser gods he had conquered, along with the Hebrew people. 

			This Gentile ruler had no concept that it was the Lord who had actually given Judah into his hands because of their rebellion against Him, nor did he believe that He was the Lord of all Heaven and earth. Yet, just as Nebuchadnezzar was about to begin training young men to serve in his royal courts, God also had a training program prepared especially for him. 

			To the natural observer at that time, the City of Babylon may have appeared quite spectacular with its massive, vividly decorated walls, along with its many intricately designed towers and temples, each dedicated to pagan idols, but young Daniel was not impressed by any of this. For all its worldly pomp and splendor, he responsibly recognized Babylon from its very origin for what it truly was, linking it with “the land of Shinar” in mentioning the house of the king’s false god. 

			This city, which was first established by Nimrod, who led a proud rebellion against the Lord when people began to increase on the earth after the Flood (Genesis 10:8-10), was aptly named for “the Tower of Babel.” While building this tower, God confounded the languages of the people as they attempted to make a name for themselves (Genesis 11:1-9). 

			Nebuchadnezzar was, for a time, given ruling power over many nations, and all who were brought into Babylon on this occasion were now considered the full property of this powerful monarch and his empire. The intense training to which they were subjected over the next three years was designed to thoroughly indoctrinate them into all the customs, culture, religion, lifestyle, language, and traditions of the Babylonian and Chaldean people. Total assimilation into the community was now the rule and the expected standard. For a captive, holding on to one’s former traditions in defiance of these requirements would be viewed as rebellion and could quickly cost a man his life in this harsh new environment that Daniel and his companions had now become a part of.

			 

			And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king. 

			Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

			To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego. 

			 

			(Daniel 1:5–7)

			 

			The requirement for these faithful young Hebrew captives to receive new names linking them to the pagan and demonic gods of the Babylonians and Chaldeans is a clear indication of just how far this reeducation program was intended to go in utterly eradicating their former identities. King Nebuchadnezzar desired complete uniformity among his subjects, and this training was designed to make these youths forget the God of Israel and the traditions of their upbringing. 

			Outwardly, they had no choice but to accept this insult to their faith with quiet humility. Inwardly, however, they no doubt resisted being associated with these false deities, continuing to identify with their given Hebrew names, which reflected their undying honor and loyalty to the One True God.

			Each of their Hebrew names held a deep spiritual meaning and reflected their character as servants of The Lord God. The suffix in the names Daniel and Mishael is El, which refers to Elohim, a Hebrew title of Deity denoting divine might and supremacy.3 The suffix in the names Hananiah and Azariah is yah, derived from Yahweh, the sacred Covenant Name of God.4 Below are the full meanings of each of their Hebrew names, along with what they were changed to signify:

			
					Daniel, “Elohim is my Judge,” was changed to Belteshazzar, meaning “Favored by Bel” or “Prince of Bel,” the god Baal, or Marduk, to the Babylonians.

					Hananiah, “Yahweh is gracious,” was changed to Shadrach, meaning “Commander of Aku,” referring to the Babylonian god of the moon.

					Mishael, “Who is like Elohim,” was changed to Meshach, meaning “Who is like Shak,” the Babylonian goddess of love and wine, associated with Venus.

					Azariah, “Yahweh has helped,” was changed to Abed-Nego, meaning “Servant of Nabu (or Nego),” the Babylonian god of literacy and wisdom.5


			

			Just as Daniel and his companions in Babylon faced spiritual warfare, so every true believer in Jesus Christ who strives to live a pure and holy life before God is engaged in spiritual warfare. The world may label us and lie about us in many ways. They may bring up the sins of our past and insist that we have not really changed. They may call us narrow-minded, intolerant, or worse. Lying spirits will even whisper their deceit directly to us, but they will not prevail if we keep God’s Word of truth continually before our eyes, within our hearts, and foremost in our lives (Proverbs 4:23).

			The secret of the spiritual strength of these youth was their relationship with The Lord and their steadfast support of one another. Through all their trials, they kept their hearts fixed on the goodness of Yahweh and encouraged themselves in His Word. Relationship with the Living God brings revelation; therefore, these young men knew who they were in the Lord, and that revelation was something that all the earthly luster and intimidation of the Babylonian Empire and its kings could never take from them.

			 

			But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

			Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs.

			And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before the king.”

			 

			(Daniel 1:8–10)

			 

			In keeping with the Law of Moses, Daniel and his companions were strictly forbidden to eat anything that was non-kosher or ceremonially unclean. In addition, sharing in the king’s banquet from his table, a table which had been dedicated to the gods of Babylon, was symbolic of entering into covenant with him, as many covenants in Scripture were confirmed and sealed by the sharing of a meal (Genesis 31:43–54), (Exodus 24:1–11). 

			On their long journey to Babylon, they were likely sustained by a simple diet of non-perishable, high-energy foods such as dried fruits, nuts, raisins, figs, and water. Once in Babylon, however, they were required to eat what was provided to them by Nebuchadnezzar and his officials, and this conflict of interest would become their first major test of faithfulness.

			The Lord was already intervening on behalf of these young Hebrew men, as we see that Daniel had found special favor with the chief of the eunuchs, who could no doubt perceive the confidence, grace, and honor with which he and his friends conducted themselves. Even so, allowing them to refuse the rich, high-calorie meats that the king had designated for them posed a serious problem for this man into whose care they had been entrusted. For he knew full well that his punishment would be extremely severe if he were found negligent in keeping them in the best of health. 

			As for Daniel, there would be no compromise on this issue, and all four of these young men believed that Yahweh Himself would perform a miracle on their behalf, if they remained faithful to Him concerning their kosher diet.

			 

			So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

			“Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink.

			Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your servants.”

			So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten days.

			And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.

			Thus Melzar took away their portion of the delicacies and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.

			 

			(Daniel 1:11–16)

			 

			The firm resolve of these young men also shows us that they were spiritually minded, motivated by good character, and not given to the appetites of their flesh. For although they had just endured a long journey with meager rations and were now faced with a royal bounty of lavish foods that surely must have looked and smelled appetizing to them, they resisted the temptation, refusing to sell their heavenly birthright for the unclean dainties of this passing world. 

			With faith that Yahweh was still on their side despite the hardships they had already endured, Daniel now took a bold step of faith and worked out a logical arrangement with the one overseeing them to test and prove them in this matter.

			Regardless of the trials we face or the limitations we may encounter, if we choose to remain faithful to God in our hearts, He will grant us His wisdom and will always make a way for us. In this instance, Daniel and his companions stood strong in their faith and believed that God would do something utterly impossible in the natural realm.

			In this, the Lord’s favor increased upon their lives, and He turned their simple dinner of herbs into a most nutritious meal that strengthened and sustained them far better than all those who feasted liberally on the king’s rich and lavish delicacies offered up to pagan gods. 

			Afterward, Melzar was pleased to grant them their request continually. This beginning of miracles was the first of many through which the Lord would reveal His supreme power and faithfulness through Daniel and his companions—far exceeding that of every demon god worshiped in the Babylonian Kingdom.

			 

			As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

			Now at the end of the days, when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

			Then the king interviewed them, and among them all, none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they served before the king. 

			And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm.

			Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus. 

			 

			(Daniel 1:17–21)

			 

			The days of their education in Babylon passed, and just as the Lord had been faithful to bless the purity and sincere hearts of these young men with skill and wisdom before their captivity in Jerusalem, so He was also faithful to continue blessing them in this new land. The favor of the Lord was upon them to such a degree that they notably excelled far above all their peers in the king’s training program in every conceivable way.

			It cannot be overstated, however, that the pressures on them to conform to the Babylonian way of life and thinking during this time of training must have been enormous. The fact that they remained faithful to Yahweh throughout this entire period is a true testament to His grace upon their lives, as they had resolved in their hearts to remain true to Him alone.

			Completing their training sooner than expected, King Nebuchadnezzar took the time to personally interview Daniel and each of his three friends on a wide range of subjects. As a man of considerable knowledge himself, this powerful king no doubt had exceptionally high standards for the men he would choose to officiate in his courts. Serving before rulers of this magnitude required more than just intelligence of mind; it also demanded a great deal of subtle wisdom and sincerity of heart, for any incongruity of character within them would not remain hidden. 

			In the case of Daniel and his companions serving in Nebuchadnezzar’s court, this would also require a heart of true forgiveness toward the one who had taken them captive and had done such harm to their nation. The realization that this king was merely a tool in the hands of their God for His greater plan of Judah’s redemption gave them the confidence to carry out the duties now assigned to them with an attitude of content humility.

			Over a hundred years earlier, after King Hezekiah of Judah had shown all his treasures to the envoy sent by King Merodach-Baladan of Babylon,6 the Prophet Isaiah delivered a message to him concerning his royal descendants, who would serve the king of Babylon in generations to come:

			 

			Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts:

			‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says the Lord. 

			‘And they shall take away some of your sons who will descend from you, whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’”

			 

			(Isaiah 39:5–7)

			 

			Going by this prophecy and considering that Daniel and his companions were among the royalty and nobility of Judah, we must acknowledge the possibility that these young men may have been subjected to castration and made eunuchs by King Nebuchadnezzar. We know they were under the supervision of Ashpenaz, the chief of the eunuchs, and the kings of that time routinely castrated servants who worked in their courts, especially those taken from nations they had conquered. 

			We also learn from (Daniel 1:4) that Daniel and his friends were both intelligent and handsome young men, and the prospect of any of them siring a rival heir to the throne of Babylon from among the king’s harem would have been entirely unacceptable.7 In some cases, the act of castration was performed simply to keep servants subservient and wholly devoted to the king, free from the distractions and divided loyalties of a wife and family. 

			Although these young men would serve this king faithfully in earthly matters, their first love would always be Yahweh, their True King—as Nebuchadnezzar himself would also soon come to discover. As cruel as it might seem to deprive a man of the right to marry and have a family in this life, being made a eunuch in the flesh would have no bearing on the Lord’s choice in calling him into prophetic ministry, and it would be a very small matter in light of eternity. Whether Daniel and his companions were made eunuchs is not known for certain, but there is no reliable evidence of any of them having ever been married, either in Scripture or in Jewish history. 

			This may simply have been their personal choice, as servants of God living in a pagan society. What we do know is that Daniel was a man of great faithfulness in all matters, both in his ministry to the Lord as a prophet, and in his service to the kings of Babylon and Medo-Persia over the span of the next seventy years.

		

	
		
			 

			CHAPTER 2

			Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

			A man’s gift makes room for him, and brings 

			him before great men.

			 

			(Proverbs 18:16)

			 

			By (603 BC), Daniel and his companions had been captives of Babylon for nearly three years, and in that time, they had learned much about the new culture that they were required to adopt. When interviewed by King Nebuchadnezzar, he recognized within each of these four young men a spirit of rare authenticity that he had never before encountered, as they were all highly intelligent yet not conceited, skilled in many disciplines yet not arrogant or self-driven. 

			What likely impressed him most about them was that they did not try to impress him. They were simply pure in heart, relaxed in his presence, and had no angle to play; nor did he sense any bitterness or resentment in them toward him. They were friendly, courteous, and at peace, both with him and within themselves, and feeling a bond of trust with them, he was quick to consider them for positions among his extended advisory committee of wise men, magicians, and astrologers despite their young age. Even so, being potential members of this select group of royal advisors was about to present a very unique challenge to them.

			 

			Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was so troubled that his sleep left him.

			Then the king gave the command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 

			And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the dream.”

			Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.”

			The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash heap.

			However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 

			 

			(Daniel 2:1–6)

			 

			King Nebuchadnezzar knew in his spirit that the dream he had was not merely a natural one, but a special message of much higher origin and tremendous significance. The fact that he could not recall its details clearly, however, left him afraid and deeply troubled.

			His irrational demand that the Chaldean wise men not only provide the interpretation of the dream but also reproduce its details under penalty of a cruel death if they could not, reveals the depth of his rage and tyranny. Since Daniel and his friends were now considered prospective members of this privileged circle of advisors, the king’s harsh decree and its penalty would also apply to them.

			As God is the Author of history, He alone knows all future events and can reveal them to His servants as He wills. The devil, on the other hand, knows only what he can see and hear, which is why the king’s Chaldean astrologers, magicians, and sorcerers needed to hear his dream before they could attempt to interpret it. Although they possessed a limited degree of occult power through familiar spirits, which are demonic entities that impersonate the dead,1 and through satanic incantations, they could never disclose the details of a dream that had been given by the Lord God Himself. 

			Fortune-tellers and spiritists may give predictions within the natural realm and can, at times, manipulate certain circumstances to make some of their claims appear “prophetic,” but in this case, the Lord purposely concealed the details of the king’s dream so that only a true servant of God could receive its revelation—and only directly from Him. 

			Whatever this dream contained shook King Nebuchadnezzar to his very core, and he was determined to know the truth about it. He was in no mood to trifle with clever storytellers in this matter, and seeing through the façade of these supposed wise men and occultists, he remained unrelenting in his harsh ultimatum to them.

			 

			They answered again and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its interpretation.” 

			The king answered and said, “I know of certainty that you would gain time, because you see the thing is gone from me.

			If you do not make known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation.”

			 

			(Daniel 2:7–9) 

			 

			Whatever else King Nebuchadnezzar was, he was certainly nobody’s fool. Being the ruler over a vast empire that controlled many nations had caused him to become a very critical thinker. 

			He was accustomed to dealing with powerful leaders and their political strategies, and he would work with those leaders so long as they were honest and upfront with him. Once they broke their trust with him as vassal subordinates, however, there would be no second chances given. 

			As a tool in the hand of God, unknowingly being used by Him to judge these nations, this king hated dishonesty. He admitted to his circle of advisors that even if he chose to share the details of the dream with them, he could not, since he did not recall them himself. Nebuchadnezzar was desperate for answers, and his advisors knew all too well that their very lives now depended upon his satisfaction in this matter; yet, they had nothing to lose at this point by making one last appeal to his reason.

			 

			The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. 

			It is a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

			For this reason the king was angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them. 

			 

			(Daniel 2:10–13)

			 

			As Babylon was a thoroughly pagan culture, these Chaldean occultists had no concept of what the authentic gift of true prophecy from the Lord even looked like, and they were now forced to admit it. The demonic realm of fallen spirits with which they were associated possesses no true wisdom to offer humanity. For Satan seeks only to distract and deceive people with an empty display of false power and lying manifestations. These occultic distractions keep people from the true treasures of God’s Kingdom. 

			Although a pagan king, Nebuchadnezzar had been granted a small taste of genuine heavenly revelation from the throne of God Himself, and though the details of that revelation had escaped him, the profound experience of it had not. 

			Realizing also that his circle of opportunistic-minded counselors was utterly worthless in helping him find the answers he so urgently needed, Nebuchadnezzar became enraged and was determined to carry out the full extent of his threats against them. The fact that Daniel and his companions had not been called before the king when he issued the original summons to his astrologers and magicians shows that they were not yet an official part of this inner circle of advisors. 

			Even so, once the command was given to destroy all the wise men of Babylon, they too were included in the decree to be executed along with them, as some jealous government official who likely knew of the king’s fondness for them wanted them removed from the picture (Daniel 1:19–20). Nevertheless, the stage had now been divinely set, and this king was about to learn the first in a series of valuable and radical life-changing lessons about a Power far greater than his own.

			 

			Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon;

			He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel.

			So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation.

			Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,

			That they might seek mercies from the God of Heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of Heaven.

			 

			(Daniel 2:14–19)

			 

			Imagine having a government official show up on your doorstep to arrest you, informing you that you are guilty of a capital offense you know nothing about. This was the situation Daniel and his companions now faced when Arioch, the king’s captain, notified them of King Nebuchadnezzar’s decree to execute all the wise men of Babylon. Rather than reacting emotionally to the charges laid against them, Daniel responded with wisdom and reason to de-escalate a situation that had already spiraled way out of control. 

			Daniel’s calm reply to Arioch earned him the credibility to be brought before an enraged King Nebuchadnezzar in order to request the time needed to obtain the answer he sought. His steady and unpretentious demeanor before the king also prevailed in securing him favor and diffusing the monarch’s murderous rage against his advisors, at least for the time being.

			Daniel knew that he would need to humbly and wholeheartedly seek the Lord, who alone was able to reveal both the dream and its interpretation. In returning home, he and his three companions joined together in earnest, faith-filled prayer and supplication for God’s tender mercy concerning the revelation of the king’s dream. 

			In a vision of the night soon after, Yahweh opened the eyes of His faithful servant Daniel, revealing to him the very secrets that He had earlier shown to Nebuchadnezzar, along with the full interpretation of the dream. This revelation from God officially marked the beginning of Daniel’s extended prophetic ministry.

			 

			Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the Name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His.

			And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.

			He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him.

			“I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to me what we asked of You, for You have made known to us the king’s demand.”

			 

			(Daniel 2:20–23)

			 

			The Lord had come through for His servants, and Daniel’s beautiful response in his heartfelt words of praise gives us a valuable glimpse into this young man’s relationship with God as the very foundation of his life. Herein we discover the very reason why he was able to remain at rest in his spirit through the most difficult of life’s challenges. He understood that all events on the earth, even the captivity of his people in the Kingdom of Babylon, were only for a season, and that Yahweh’s Kingdom alone would endure forever.

			Through all his trials in this foreign land, Daniel never lost sight of God’s love for him or of His ultimate wisdom in having a plan for all who would turn from earthly distractions to focus their hearts instead on His unchanging Majesty above all. Continuing in this pure singleness of heart in faith, Daniel would be greatly rewarded.

			 

			Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation.”

			Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.”

			The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?”

			Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret of which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king.

			But there is a God in Heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these:

			As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be.

			But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart.

			 

			(Daniel 2:24–30)

			 

			Returning now to Arioch, Daniel’s first appeal to him was one of compassion for the wise men of the land that they should not be put to death. Although these men did not know or worship The Lord God, nor were they able to help the king in this matter, this reveals Daniel’s genuine heart, as he truly respected and cared for these individuals as fellow human beings. 

			I believe that the very order of things listed in Scripture holds great significance. Daniel knew that he would be safe now, but he first wanted to ensure the safety of all others who were affected under Nebuchadnezzar’s harsh decree as well. 

			Throughout his childhood in Judah, Daniel grew up learning God’s Covenant Law and commandments. Now in Babylon, Daniel kept God’s Law by continually practicing Messiah’s Royal Law of Love—love toward God and love toward his fellow man (Matthew 22:37-40).

			Once brought in before King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel begins to answer his question by first making a clear distinction that the secret he has demanded of his council is beyond the reach of his wise men, astrologers, magicians, and soothsayers, who can only operate within the lower realm of the fallen spirit world.2

			“But there is a God in Heaven who reveals secrets.” Moreover, it is this God of Heaven who has revealed to Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days, assuring him that this all-knowing God also understands the troubled thoughts that plague him at night in his bedchamber—the very thoughts that no one else knows. Daniel is careful to give God all the glory for this revelation, ensuring that the king understands it was not because of his own wisdom that the secret was made known to him, but so that the king might understand its truth.

			 

			“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.

			This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze,

			Its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

			You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.

			Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

			 

			(Daniel 2:31–35)

			 

			King Nebuchadnezzar sat in stunned amazement, listening carefully as this young Hebrew captive from Judah recounted the dream that God had given him several nights before in every last detail. As a young prince, Nebuchadnezzar could remember learning about the glory years of Israel under the reigns of David and Solomon, and how this great God had so richly blessed them. He also knew of King Hezekiah of Judah, and how this same God had rescued him from the hand of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, striking down 185,000 of his choice fighting men in a single night and miraculously saving Jerusalem from their attack,3 (2 Kings 19:35). Even so, he had never considered this God to be more than merely the God of Israel, nor could he have imagined that he would one day be hearing such wisdom from the mouth of one of His prophets. But there was more to come, much more.

			 

			This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.

			You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of Heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory;

			And wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold.

			 

			(Daniel 2:36–38)

			 

			In this dream, God had shown King Nebuchadnezzar the four major Gentile world empires that would impact His covenant people, beginning with his own. From his early youth, Nebuchadnezzar had sensed a call of destiny upon his life to build and shape his father’s kingdom into a magnificent and glorious world empire. As nation after nation was subdued before his armies, vowing their allegiance to the Babylonian Empire and expanding his dominion, he credited the gods of Babylon for his success. 

			Through the interpretation of this dream, however, he now learned that it was in fact the God of Heaven, the God who reigns over all things, who had given him his kingdom, power, strength, and glory.

			Everything that Nebuchadnezzar ever had or ever was had been placed into his hands, for a time, by the God of Heaven. Within the Babylonian Empire, representing the head of gold, remnants of the nations, and even the captives of Judah would find a safe resting place to fulfill the seventy years of captivity appointed by God. Although King Nebuchadnezzar did not yet know the Lord God, he was being used by Him to fulfill His plan and purpose in a mighty way.

			 

			But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.

			And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others.

			 

			(Daniel 2:39–40)

			 

			Although the Neo-Babylonian Empire, founded by King Nabopolassar and represented by the head of fine gold, who was Nebuchadnezzar, its greatest king, was magnificent in beauty and splendor, it endured for only eighty-seven years, from (626—539 BC).4 Babylon’s fall took place while Daniel was still living.

			The second global kingdom, represented by the chest of silver with its two arms, was the Medo-Persian (Achaemenid) Empire, founded by King Cyrus, who conquered Babylon in (539 BC). The Medo-Persian Empire endured until (330 BC), lasting just over two hundred years.5

			The third global kingdom, “which shall rule all the earth,” represented by the belly and thighs of bronze, was the Grecian or Hellenistic Empire led by Alexander the Great, who conquered the Medo-Persian Empire in (330 BC). The Hellenistic Empire endured until (146 BC), ruling over the largest geographical territory of the four at its peak.6 

			The fourth global kingdom, the one destined to “break into pieces and crush all others,” represented by the legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay, was the Roman Republic, which took control of the divided Grecian Empire in (146 BC), later becoming the Roman Empire beginning in (27 BC). 

			This empire endured the longest, splitting into the Eastern and Western Empires (the two legs) and later fragmenting into separate European kingdoms (the toes). Today, its influence is still evident in the major European nations, as well as in the United States, which emerged from Europe. These governing entities continue to hold the global seat of power.7 

			It is interesting to note that every successive kingdom in this dream or vision is represented by a metal of lesser value than the one before it was. In school, many of us were taught the theory of evolution, which basically states that everything began from nothing and further asserts that humans evolved from lower forms of life and continue to progress toward a higher state. Yet in this revelation, we see that the human race, in its natural condition, is actually portrayed as being in a state of regression, as is represented by the materials, starting from gold and descending to iron and clay. 

			 

			Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay.

			And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile.

			As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

			 

			(Daniel 2:41–43)

			 

			As the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and true Christian values strengthen the moral and social health of any society in greatly sustaining and solidifying it, I believe the “strength of the iron” in the feet and toes of the image represents the genuine Christian influence and witness within these kingdoms. Since they are a mixture of both iron and clay, we see these societies likewise as a blend of Christian and secular influence among their leadership and populations.

			The ungodly or secular influences such as communism, socialism, fascism, secular humanism, and modern liberalism all symbolize the “fragile” clay in the feet and toes. These godless ideologies, which weaken kingdoms both internally and externally, have largely arisen or gained prominence within society over the past two centuries. 

			The subversion of the Marriage Covenant and the biblical family structure, following a departure from Christian values, is also represented in verse 43. Additionally, the growing divide between the true Church of Jesus Christ and those who are immoral and self-serving, rejecting the pure message of salvation, is evident in the final years leading up to His return.

			 

			And in the days of these kings the God of Heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

			Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

			 

			(Daniel 2:44–45)

			 

			Every empire and kingdom represented in this great statue is of temporary and human origin, but now we see the divine and Eternal Kingdom of the God of Heaven taking over and replacing all the kingdoms of mankind, symbolized by “the stone cut out of the mountain without hands.” This is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ the Messiah, “the Chief Cornerstone” when He is seated on the throne of Israel in Jerusalem at His second coming (Ephesians 2:20). 

			 

			Then the seventh angel sounded: and there were loud voices in Heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 

			 

			(Revelation 11:15) 

			 

			“Yet have I set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” 

			You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” 

			 

			(Psalm 2:6,9)

			 

			In striking the image on its feet of iron and clay, the Messiah, who is Jesus Christ, will overthrow the corruption and wickedness of the many world leaders who recklessly abuse their power and who will rise up to fight against Him at His return. The future Kingdom of the Messiah will be a Kingdom of true righteousness, glorious beyond our comprehension, and He will appoint those who have been most faithful to Him to positions of authority over various regions to assist in governing His Kingdom and provinces throughout the earth at that time (Luke 19:12–27), (Psalm 24:3–5). All former kingdoms of man will be as worthless chaff before the grandeur of God’s Eternal Kingdom through the Messiah, His Son: “The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

			 

			Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him.

			The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

			Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon.

			Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

			 

			(Daniel 2:46–49)

			 

			King Nebuchadnezzar was the greatest ruler on earth at this time, and Daniel was but a youth of perhaps twenty-one or twenty-two. Yet by the end of this exchange, it was King Nebuchadnezzar who believed he was in the presence of greater royalty, as is clearly illustrated by his reaction. Although Daniel was careful to give all glory to God for the interpretation of the dream, this pagan king could not resist presenting an offering of incense to the young prophet. 

			Even so, it appears to have been more a gesture of honor than of worship, as Nebuchadnezzar also acknowledged Daniel’s God as the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets. It would still be a long road for this emperor before he became a true worshiper of the Lord God, but the seed of faith had now been planted within his heart.

			Just as Joseph in Egypt a thousand years earlier (Genesis 41), King Nebuchadnezzar bestowed many gifts of gold and fine raiment upon Daniel, appointing him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and chief administrator over all the wise men of his realm. In all his blessings, however, Daniel did not forget his three faithful friends, petitioning the king to grant them positions of special authority in the land, as they too were devoted men of God. 
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