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Chapter 1: The Peculiar Blue Bin

[image: ]

Lola and her little brother, Chance, had a very important job every Tuesday: taking out the recycling. Usually, it was a boring job. They would drag the big blue bin down the driveway, and that was that.

But this Tuesday was different.

As Chance tossed in an empty plastic bottle, he heard a funny sound. Not a clank or a thud, but a gentle, humming thrummm.

"Lola, did you hear that?" he whispered, his eyes wide.

"It's just trash, Chance," said Lola, trying to sound like a grown-up. 

But she had heard it too. A soft, warm light was pulsing from inside the bin, making the blue plastic glow.

Forgetting all about being cautious, Lola tiptoed closer and stood on her toes to peek inside. Chance scrambled up to look too. 

But it wasn't full of old cans and newspapers anymore. Instead, they saw a swirling, shimmering vortex of colors. It looked like a rainbow slide.
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