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For Leah Sharibu, still captive after seven years for refusing to deny Christ.

For the thousands of Nigerian Christians killed for their faith. For Chinese pastors imprisoned for preaching the gospel. For European Jews forced into hiding. For Syrian martyrs who prayed "Lord Jesus Christ" as the knives fell.

For every believer who has chosen faithfulness over freedom, witness over safety, and Christ over Caesar.

Your stories will not be forgotten. Your courage is our call to action.

And for the church, that we might be worthy of those who bear the cost we refuse to pay.

"Rescue those who are being taken away to death, and those who are staggering to slaughter, O hold them back."

—Proverbs 24:11-12 (NASB)
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A Cry Against Silence

Her name is Leah Sharibu. She was fourteen years old when Boko Haram kidnapped her from a boarding school in Dapchi, Nigeria, on February 19, 2018.

Seven years ago.

Most of the girls taken that night were released weeks later. The government negotiated. Money changed hands. Families celebrated, tears of relief streaming down faces that had gone grey with grief.

But not Leah. She refused to convert to Islam. "I am a Christian," she told her captors. And for that refusal, she remains in captivity to this day.

Seven years.

Her mother, Rebecca, has nearly lost her voice from pleading on radio stations, at government offices, in churches that pray but seem powerless to act. The international community expressed concern in 2018. By 2019, the concern had faded. By 2020, Leah Sharibu became a footnote. By 2025, most people have forgotten her name entirely.

But she's still there. Still captive. Still paying the price for a faith the world claims to admire but refuses to defend.

silence does. It doesn't just fail to help—it becomes complicity. It tells the captors: the world doesn't care enough to act. It tells the captive: your suffering doesn't matter enough to inconvenience us. It tells future persecutors: you can act with impunity.

Why This Book Exists

Over 380 million Christians face high or extreme levels of persecution worldwide. That's more than the entire population of the United States. Add Jews, Muslim minorities, Hindus, Baha'is, and others targeted for their beliefs, and the number exceeds half a billion people.

In Nigeria alone, more than 7,000 Christians were killed in just seven months of 2025. Entire villages erased. Churches were bombed during worship. Girls like Leah are enslaved. And the Nigerian government classifies it as "communal conflict" or "farmer-herder clashes"—language designed to obscure religious persecution and avoid international intervention.

In China, 600 million surveillance cameras track believers. Facial recognition logs church attendance. Children are banned from worship. The Communist Party is rewriting Scripture itself, replacing the Ten Commandments with Xi Jinping Thought. And Western corporations sell the technology that makes this oppression possible.

In Europe, 2,444 anti-Christian hate crimes and 1,676 antisemitic attacks were recorded in a single year. Jewish families hide their identity. Canadian churches burn by the dozen, and politicians call it "understandable." The continent that swore "never again" has forgotten what "never again" means.

In the Middle East, Christianity and Judaism are being systematically erased from the lands where they were born. Iraq's Christian population has collapsed from 1.2 million to 120,000. Syria's from 1.5 million to 300,000. Jewish communities that thrived for millennia across North Africa and the Arab world have been 99% eliminated—expelled, dispossessed, erased from history.

The numbers are staggering. The stories are heartbreaking. And the world's response has been a masterclass in silence.

Silence Isn't Neutrality

This book exists because silence isn't neutrality. It's permission. It's complicity. It's the choice to prioritize comfort, trade deals, political convenience, and willful ignorance over the lives of people whose only crime is believing differently from those with power.

Governments stay silent because persecution is profitable. Oil flows from Nigeria despite the massacres. Trade with China expands despite the surveillance state. Arms deals proceed despite the body counts. Human rights become negotiable when economic interests are at stake.

The media stays silent because persecution doesn't fit comfortable narratives. When Christians are killed, it's buried as "communal conflict." When Jews are attacked, it's framed as fallout from distant conflicts. Coverage is sparse, framing is euphemistic, and outrage is reserved for other causes.

Churches stay silent, yes, even churches, because speaking up might jeopardize access, funding, or relationships. Western believers pray for the persecuted but rarely act. We sing songs about costly discipleship from climate-controlled sanctuaries, then scroll past suffering that demands something more than thoughts and prayers.

And individuals stay silent because the crisis feels too big, too far away, too complicated. We've been trained to feel compassion fatigue, to accept that some suffering is inevitable, to believe that our voice won't matter.

This book rejects all of that.

What This Book Will Do

Silent No More isn't a neutral human rights report. It's an investigation, an indictment, and a call to action.

It'll show you how persecution works—not as random violence but as systematic oppression enabled by governmental complicity, economic interests, and media bias.

It'll show you who benefits—the officials who classify massacres as "communal conflict" to preserve oil contracts, the corporations that sell surveillance technology to authoritarian regimes, the media outlets that bury stories that don't serve their narratives.

It'll show you what it costs—not in statistics but in names, faces, stories of believers whose faith costs them everything while ours costs us nothing.

And it'll show you what you must do—because awareness without action is just another form of silence.

Why I Cannot Stay Silent

I didn't set out to write this book. I set out to understand why the world wasn't responding to suffering that seemed so urgent, so documented, so undeniable.

The more I researched, the angrier I became. Not the shallow outrage that burns out in a news cycle, but the deep, sustained anger that comes from watching systems designed to protect the vulnerable instead protect the powerful.

I read government cables that documented massacres, then watched those governments strengthen trade relationships with the perpetrators. I saw media coverage that devoted more attention to celebrity scandals than to genocides. I listened to survivors whose stories should've been front-page news but were buried in footnotes.

And I realized: the silence isn't accidental. It's structural. And it'll continue until enough people decide it's unacceptable.

This book is my refusal to be silent. It's built on hundreds of hours of research, interviews with survivors and advocates, analysis of documents and data that reveal patterns the powerful would prefer remain hidden.

But more than research, it's built on conviction: that silence in the face of persecution is sin. That God demands justice for the oppressed. That the church's witness is authenticated not by our comfort but by our willingness to stand with those who suffer.

Leah Sharibu is still captive. Rebecca Sharibu's voice is nearly gone. And the world has moved on.

This book is a refusal to move on. A refusal to let these voices disappear. A refusal to accept that some lives matter less than trade deals, political convenience, or our own comfort.

The silence can be broken. But only if we choose to break it.

Let this be that choice.
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Numbing Numbers, Shattered Lives

Over 380 million Christians face high or extreme levels of persecution today. That's more than the entire population of the United States. More people live in all of South America than in Germany, France, and the United Kingdom combined.

And that's just Christians.

Add Jews hunted in Europe, driven from the Middle East, living under constant threat even in Israel. Add Muslim minorities, Shia, Ahmadis, Sufis, Baha'is, crushed by sectarian violence in nations where being the "wrong kind" of Muslim is a death sentence. Add Hindus in Pakistan, Buddhists in Bangladesh, and Yazidis scattered after the genocide. The number of people persecuted for religious belief exceeds half a billion.

Half a billion people. Living in fear. Losing homes, families, lives. And the world, for the most part, doesn't care.

Not because people are cruel. Not because we lack compassion. But because we've been trained to accept this suffering as background noise, distant, complicated, inevitable. Another crisis in a world full of crises. Another headline we scroll past.

This book exists to make that scrolling impossible.

The Catastrophe in Numbers

about what "persecution" means, because the word can become abstract, sanitized, and easy to ignore.

In Nigeria, more than 7,000 Christians were killed in just seven months of 2025. Not over the years. Not across the entire country in some vague timeframe. Seven thousand people, pastors, farmers, mothers, children, murdered specifically because they were Christian. Entire villages were erased, and churches were bombed during Sunday worship. Girls kidnapped and enslaved. And the Nigerian government, sitting on Africa's largest economy, classifies these massacres as "communal conflict" to avoid international intervention that might threaten oil exports.

In China, the world's most sophisticated surveillance state uses 600 million cameras equipped with facial recognition to track believers. Worshipers are logged. Children are banned from church. The dozens of arrests of house church pastors. The Communist Party is literally rewriting the Bible, replacing the Ten Commandments with Xi Jinping Thought, demanding that Jesus be portrayed as endorsing state authority rather than challenging it. And Western corporations—American, European—sell the technology that makes this oppression possible, then celebrate their "expanding markets in Asia."

In Europe, where "never again" is carved into Holocaust memorials and enshrined in international law, 2,444 anti-Christian hate crimes were documented in a single year. Churches vandalized, clergy attacked, believers prosecuted for quoting Scripture in public. In the same year, 1,676 antisemitic attacks were recorded in France alone, a 185% increase. Jewish children are warned not to wear Stars of David to school. Synagogues require armed guards and concrete barriers. And sixty-eight churches in Canada were burned to the ground in a wave of arson that politicians called "understandable."

In the Middle East, birthplace of Christianity and Judaism, land of Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and the early church, these ancient faiths are being systematically erased. Iraq's Christian population has collapsed from 1.2 million in 2003 to fewer than 120,000 today. Syria's from 1.5 million to 300,000. Jewish communities that thrived for millennia across North Africa and the Arab world have been 99% eliminated, 850,000 people expelled, dispossessed, their property seized, their history erased from textbooks and official memory.

These aren't statistics. They're people. Each number represents a name, a face, a family destroyed, a faith tested to the point of martyrdom. Each represents a story the world has decided isn't worth telling.

Governments Stay Silent Because Persecution Pays

The silence surrounding religious persecution isn't accidental or inevitable. It's systematic, structural, and profitable.

Follow the money, and you'll understand the silence.

Nigeria is one of Africa's largest oil producers. The United States imports billions of dollars’ worth of Nigerian crude annually. European nations do the same. When Nigerian Christians are massacred, Western governments issue statements of concern, then strengthen trade relationships with the regime whose military classifies genocide as "farmer-herder conflict."

Why? Acknowledging religious persecution triggers international protocols, human rights investigations, potential sanctions, congressional hearings, and trade negotiation complications. Better to accept Nigeria's framing, issue a bland statement about "communal violence," and keep the oil flowing.

China is the world's second-largest economy and America's largest trading partner. American corporations depend on Chinese manufacturing, Chinese markets, and Chinese supply chains. When China arrests pastors or bulldozes churches, State Department officials write cables documenting the persecution, then watch as those cables get filed away while trade delegations negotiate billion-dollar deals.

Why? confronting China on religious freedom jeopardizes access to markets worth trillions. It risks retaliation, tariffs, boycotts, and frozen investments. And in the calculus of realpolitik, the freedom of 100 million Chinese Christians is worth less than the next quarterly earnings report.

Russia provides energy to Europe. Saudi Arabia controls oil prices. Pakistan is a nuclear-armed state. India is a massive emerging market. Every nation that persecutes religious minorities offers something the West wants—resources, markets, strategic partnerships. And in every case, the persecution continues because governments have decided that human rights are negotiable when economic interests are at stake.

This isn't a conspiracy theory. It's documented in State Department cables, trade agreements, and congressional testimony. The choice to stay silent is deliberate, calculated, and profitable.
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