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An ancient order. A sacred trust. A partnership.

These three things align, but will a young adept come to grips with her power in time to end the war raging across between her kind and the kingdom of man?
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Peace Flower was written in early 1996 and while I forget what initially inspired it, I do remember one rejection that scolded me for sending in a ‘first chapter’ of a novel. That comment blew my mind since it was early in my career and this was all there was to the story—it still is. There was...and is...no novel...yet, and maybe there never will be.

Perhaps it has the potential to grow into a novel, but if that’s the case, I’m not currently in the right frame of mind to write it. Perhaps another time...or later...almost definitely later...

As to its history, Peace Flower first appeared as a stand-alone piece in July 2012, and in the Anthology of Those Who Walk Among Us published that same year. Both those titles went out of print in 2018 or 2019, with Peace Flower appearing in 2023 in A Collection of Shifters, where it can still be found. This edition is planned to be its final iteration of the stand-alone version, and it has been re-edited and re-covered as such.

Once again, welcome to another of my worlds. I hope you enjoy your visit.
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Shoru fell amidst the fighting. Her basket flew from her hand and disappeared beneath booted feet and metal-shod hooves. The peonies were trampled and the scent of crushed herbs mingled with the smell of blood.

She knew better than to scramble after them, and curled against the step that had made her stumble. Someone leapt over her, using her back to reach the doorway. She heard the jingle of spurs as they passed.

Swords clashed above her and another set of boots danced their way through the measured steps of a swordsman’s shuffle. Shoru had no choice but to stay where she was until the fight was over.

“Death to all invaders,” the one upon the step yelled.

“And so say all of us,” his opponent rumbled in reply.

Shoru did not stay to ponder. The boots moved sideways, metal scraped on bone, and blood fell in a warm shower.

“You’ve killed me.” The swordsman’s voice sounded suddenly young.

His opponent turned away to meet another attack with a savage parry. Shoru heard his answer as she ran for the corner of the building. “And so must all invaders die.”

Around the corner, in the lee of a barricaded doorway, Shoru regretted the loss of her basket. The herbs would have to be gathered again, the peonies more so.

She glanced at the sun, noting it was close to its peak. There was too little time for her to fetch another basket from her home. She glanced toward the entrance of the alley.

The fighting had moved on. The rattle of hooves, and clash of steel, had shifted. Only sporadic echoes of its ferocity followed in its wake. The victors ‘cleaning up.’
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