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The art of managing success

A Powerful Book to Learn the Side-effects of Success, Build Personal Management Skills, Conquer Challenges and Achieve Long Term Goals in Life.
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Is there any football fan who does not know about Lionel Messi, one of the best footballers in the world? Messi is famous for his ball control and dribbling. He can run at high speed with the ball dancing at his feet. Using his skills and moves, he can beat even the most formidable and strongest defenders of the world.

The great footballer was born in the year 1987, June 24, at Rosario, Central Argentina. He was from a low-income family, but he was destined for greatness. At the age of 11, Messi encountered one of his most significant life challenges; he was diagnosed with a growth hormone deficiency which restricted his growth. He was the shortest player on his team- among his age category. Messi showed great talent and skills that put him in front of many organizations, although he was shorter than most kids his age. Due to his medical condition, no organization came forward to pay for Messi’s medical treatment. However, Messi was taken in on a trial period with Barcelona, where he impressed the coach. Barcelona offered Messi a contract which included Barcelona paying for Messi’s treatment in Spain.

Messi was determined to utilize the opportunity given to him judiciously. So, he prepared well and proved himself worthy, which made him play for Barcelona at the age of 16. In May 2005, he broke the record as the youngest player to ever score a goal.  

In 2009, Messi led Barcelona to success. It is pertinent you know that Messi is a talented and successful footballer and a great philanthropist. His love for children made him launch Leo Messi’s foundation in 2007. His foundation was established to support the education and health care of vulnerable children. In 2010, Lionel Messi was also named a goodwill ambassador for UNICEF.

There are many lessons to learn from the success story of this great footballer. A man now celebrated and recognized for his outstanding talent. Despite his poor financial background, his health condition, physical limitation, and so on, he was still determined to make great use of his inherent ability. Today, the world has overlooked its limitations, and all they can see is his attained success.

Never give up or never get distracted on your journey to greatness. Just like Messi, we are all destined for Greatness; never settle for anything less.

Success Is a Process, Not an End Game ‍

The game of chess is broadly divided into three parts; opening, middle game, and end game. To dominate the game, you have to excel in all parts of the game, and you have to play the best move consistently throughout the game. Any blunder or mistake in between can cost you the game. If you get the advantage in the opening, middle, or end game, and if that distracts you from paying proper attention in the subsequent moves, you have a very high chance of losing the game. The same is applicable in life also.

Success is a mighty word. Many of us run behind it; most of us want to conquer it. So, what is success all about? Does this mean acquiring money or fame? Success means different things to different people. Success is not about reaching from point A to point B. It is about mastering essential elements of life such as creativity, fulfillment, and personal investment, enabling you to make progress continuously.

Who Doesn’t Want Success?

Success is what everyone wants, but very few want to do the work to get there. But those who make all the efforts put their valuable time, energy, and resources ultimately achieve it. But we forget that small achievement or success is just a milestone in the long journey, not the destination. 

I would admit that I had tasted much small success at different points of my life journey. All those successes were very sweet and left full of inspiration. It was purely academic success in my early days. I was qualified for scholarships in primary and secondary education, and I was very proud of those. In those days, these were very rare and considered significant achievements. Those small successes adversely impacted me in my 10th Examination, causing complacency, overconfidence, and loss of focus. I was made to realize this by one of my favorite school teachers when he said that “Pradip Nibhe Gechhe” means “The lamp went out.” I still remember that particular moment, tears in my eyes. But I came back strongly with an outstanding result in higher secondary education. It was a euphoric experience, and I was on cloud nine during those days. This way, things kept on moving through my life. But never could success incite in me a feeling of ego till I reached the professional life. In the words of my friends, I am still down to earth person.

Side Effects of Success

Success is like a sharp-edged knife. As much as it can be used to sharpen things, it can equally hurt if not handled carefully, even for a moment. Many tend to forget this contrast.  

Success should not get into your head. If you are successful, be happy but don't boast about it. It doesn't take too long to fall on the ground from cloud nine. Nothing will be a bigger failure if your success prevents you from going further.

Success has many side effects. Once a person achieves success, there are a lot of changes taking place internally and externally. Complacency is the primary internal effect. Complacency, in other words, is one kind of satisfaction. Appetite for success gets reduced immediately. Another impact is ego. When the ego takes over, you feel superiority over others. When you feel superior to others, the willingness to learn and listen gets reduced considerably. Attitude gets changed, such as I am correct, you are wrong, takes over. On the external front, people see you through different glasses; media coverage, people attention. All these create a distraction for the future.

Most people envy the success and actively try to tear it down. It's an ugly thing. Very few people seem to motivate others, or at least avoid becoming jealous of them. Instead, you should spend your time around positive, motivating people, but they are just hard to find. These envious people boil with an internal fear of those who experience success. They fear the things that successful people can achieve. 

Why We Need to Handle Success in a Proper Manner

Success is a journey, not a destination. Mere reaching a milestone does not mean that you have reached your destination. Even if you reach your ultimate destination, you need to make efforts to stay there for long. People need to understand and think about that. You could not see the happiness in the face of many people who are just nonchalant when they reach a milestone because they are focused on their ultimate goal; they don’t want to get distracted by this. I wonder how success can be so dull for those persons. They know the side effect, and they are focused on their bigger goal; they know how these milestones can be a significant hindrance to reach their goals in life. What happens to most people is that they get distracted with the small achievements; they become the victim of the small intermediate success. They develop a lack of motivation, get distracted, a reduced level of grit and determination, and less burning desire.

Consistency is the key to achieve any goals, which comprises a series of small successes. The journey to success should be consistent; one’s success should not adversely affect the success journey and, ultimately, the goal. The journey should be consistent.
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