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        Pauline can’t believe it, she’s been invited to the biggest hide and seek game in the neighbourhood, the one all the cool kids play in! The pressure is on. As the new kid, Pauline counts to one hundred and starts the hunt. As evening turns to night, Pauline searches the nearby housing construction site but instead of finding any of the other kids, she finds a stray barrette and a broken yoyo. Where are the kids? How can she win the game? In the growing darkness, she wonders, are they the only ones playing?
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      Billy skidded to a stop beside her. She smelled sweat and Doublemint gum as he opened his mouth.

      “The opening to Maple Crescent. After dinner. Be there.”

      Then he was gone, running away from her, his untucked blue striped shirt flapping in the breeze.

      Pauline’s heart pounded. They’d invited her! How long had it taken to get that invitation? Weeks of sucking up to twerpy Annie Burton at lunch. Swiping extra chocolate bars from home so she could use them as bribery. Smiling and laughing at Annie’s stupid jokes, trying not to be sick as the older girl chewed with her mouth open, exposing gobs of melting chocolate goo in her yellow teeth.

      But it had all been worth it! She was invited to the best hide and seek game in the school. Pauline wanted to dance down the sidewalk home but didn’t, she kept her steps even and measured. She couldn’t look too excited to be invited to the game. That wouldn’t be cool.

      At dinner, she ate all her vegetables, even the brussels sprouts, in record time. Thankfully no one noticed. Her father was too intent on the paper and her mother was arguing with her younger brother, Jason, who was fussing over his food. He kept pushing the offending brussels sprouts to the edge of his plate, balanced precariously. A glare from mother would cause a grumble and he’d pull them back onto the plate for a moment, then push them back to the edge. Pauline sighed. He hadn’t even figured out how to hide them properly, what kind of a brother was that? She was cursed.
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