
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]



​​​​Blooming


[image: ]




Crazy Love

Daily Devotions Revealing God's Love To Strengthen Your Faith

Blooming Crazy Christian Devotional Series

Book 2

Mary Rodman

Copyright © February 27, 2024, by Mary Rodman

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or used in any manner without the written permission of the copyright owner except for the use of quotations in a book review.

For more information, go to www.MaryRodman.com

Front cover design by: www.SelfPubBookCovers.com/RLSather

Published by:

Legacy Lane Publishing

Weatherford, TX

www.LegacyLanePublishing.com

ISBN: 978-1-954800-18-2 (eBook)

978-1-954800-19-9 (Paperback)



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Thank you gifts for you...
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Download free devotions 

At www.MaryRodman.com/Blooming-Crazy-Love-Book-Bonus


Bloom Daily Devotional Series A devotion from each book in the series, and a free recipe.

The Irrepressible Disciple Series Enjoy a lesson from both Bible study and a short devotional from BIG Texas Journey.

Blooming Crazy Christian Devotional Series A quick glimpse at the books, Blooming Crazy Life and the upcoming book, Blooming Crazy Laughter.





Inspire U...Stay in touch by using our messenger’s treasury of Divine inspiration, insight, and guidance. Download and join for free The Inspire U app for additional personal resources on your mobile device today!
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Mary loves to share about the Lord. Her life is an open book as she shares her joys, struggles, and embarrassing moments in her books and as a speaker. For more information, download Mary’s One Sheet.

Please follow Mary on social media as MrsMaryRodman.
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Dedication



[image: ]




I dedicate this book to my numerous friends and followers. God has blessed me beyond comprehension through this writing venture. Every step I take and every book I release, each and every one of you are extremely supportive. May the words on these pages bring you encouragement and help you to love others like Jesus loves you.


If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. (1 Corinthians 13:1).
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Friendships today look different than they did twenty-five, ten, or even three years ago. With the invention of social media and cell phones, it becomes much harder to cultivate good friendships. Instead of spending quality time with your best friend over coffee, it is much easier to send a quick text or to like one of their posts on Facebook. Cultivating deep, meaningful relationships has given way to surface-level friendships that make truly connecting with one another difficult.

The book that you are about to read was written by someone who was sent to me straight from God – Mary Rodman. For the past twenty-five years, Mary has been there for me in the good, the bad, and the ugly. She takes the time to celebrate with me when I celebrate and cry with me when I cry. And when I need a gentle reminder that I have started to stray from my relationship with God, Mary is right there, pushing and challenging me to cultivate my relationship with our Savior. She is not afraid to get her hands dirty and put in the effort it takes to grow a strong friendship.

Mary has a unique ability to see God’s grace and blessings in ways that most of us would ignore. Even in the midst of the storms in her life, Mary is able to see God working and providing for her and her family. Throughout this book she challenges us to find God in the midst of every day, right where we are.

I pray that God will find you in the middle of these pages and speak to you, right where you are.

~ Angie Greenwood
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Introduction
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Blooming Crazy Love

What comes to mind when you read those words? Life deals us craziness at every turn, but in the midst of that chaos, God’s love can always be found. Seeing God’s love sometimes requires us to focus on the heart and not the incident. Our purpose in life is to channel God’s love to others and shine a light of hope into the world.

Love comes in various ways. Marrying the love of your life, or the birth of your children or grandchildren brings you a love that is like no other. Psalm 127:3 says, “Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.” This type of love is a beautiful gift from the Lord that we must nurture and grow.

Friendships can sometimes be challenging and crazy, but a true friendship, as Angie described above, is based on agape love. A love that allows you to be open and honest with one another, even when it hurts. “Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.” (1 John 3:18).

Then there is the greatest love of all. The love of our Heavenly Father. Once we experience His amazing grace and His deep love for us, we will never be the same.

These pages are filled with stories of love. Family love. Friendship love. Fatherly love. Stories of loved ones who have gone on before us. Life is full of love when we open our hearts and allow ourselves to become vulnerable. 

Vulnerable because we cannot love deeply without also experiencing loss and heartache, pain and suffering, trials and tribulations, and joy and happiness.

Jesus is love and He experienced all of these and more, out of love for us, His people. He suffered and died out of love. He was buried and arose on the third day, out of love. And He will one day return for His people out of love.

You and I will experience some crazy love in this lifetime in many forms and fashions, but none as great as the Blooming Crazy Love of our Lord and Savior! As you read the pages that follow, remember Jesus is love. Allow yourself to become vulnerable as you share God’s love and shine a light among people.


We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. (1 John 3:16).



​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


The Toolbox
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Around Thanksgiving time, my son Matt posted the following on Twitter. “All I want for Christmas is to find a 9/16 end wrench when I go to look for one.” Obviously, he had searched all of the tool boxes on the farm and came up empty. Not to belittle his frustration, but what is a mother to do? Seize the moment!

Jim and I purchased a 9/16” end wrench. I wrapped it and put it under the Christmas tree with a note that said, “Put this where you can find it!” After the presents were distributed, Matt had only one package. Yep...that is all he wanted for Christmas.

We went around the room with the grandkids having the most packages, so Matt continued to pass, not opening his one small gift. When he finally chose to open it, he cackled. He immediately snapped a picture and posted on Twitter that he had received his 9/16” end wrench for Christmas. After everyone had opened all of their packages, we gave him a couple of more presents which he also appreciated.

Take a few moments to survey your Christian toolbox. What did you find? Bible. Devotional or Bible Study. Journal and pen. Prayer and meditation. Attending church events. Quiet time with Jesus.

Every toolbox on the farm was missing a 9/16” end wrench, which means it is one of the most used items. What are you missing in your toolbox? All of the items I mentioned above are great and help you grow as a Christian, but none of them are the key ingredient for being a true Christian.

What is missing is Jesus, people, and love. All the Christian tools in the world are worthless, if we can’t unlock our box. Jesus is the Key.

Inside your toolbox are the people. I’m going to break them down into two basic categories. Your mentors and those you serve. We all need mentors or accountability partners. These are our closest friends. Our confidants. The one or two people we lean on when tempted, troubled, or need direction in our lives. Without our mentors, we may fail to serve those who need to see Jesus.

Who are the people you serve? Your parents. Your children and grandchildren. Friends and neighbors. Acquaintances. Strangers. The list could go on and on of people who need to experience your agape love and God’s grace. 

If you are Blooming Crazy about Jesus, sometimes you need to set aside your Bible study, your journal, and all of the “work” you do to be a better Christian. All of those items are important for your growth, but love is the real reason you are crazy about Jesus. What makes you a better Christian is to love others unconditionally.

Jesus commands you to quit hiding behind your works, unwrap your 9/16” end wrench, and get to work, loving people. So, what are you waiting for?


“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34 NIV).



––––––––
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How are you going to get to work and start loving people? Pray and ask God to open your heart to those who need some agape love today.
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Love Your Neighbor
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Dad broke his hip about a month ago and since that time his health has been declining rapidly. His rehabilitation time is ending and my siblings and I have many decisions to make on his behalf this week.

God could see my heavy heart and sent me two angels Sunday morning. Before church began Luann and Linda sat beside me and asked about Dad. They and others have asked before, but there was something special on this particular day. Maybe it was my heavy heart, or maybe it was their approach. It wasn’t a passing, “How’s your Dad?” One sat beside me and the other in front of me, and for just a few short minutes allowed me to talk. Their actions and their words expressed such compassion.

Every time I think of Dad this week, I am reminded of the kindness my friends showed me because it touched my heart deeply. We often ask, “How are you, or how is the family?” But do we take the time to truly listen and express empathy? In those few short moments, my friends expressed compassion, and I also know that we are in their prayers as we make decisions for Dad.

Jesus calls us to show compassion to others and uses the story of the Good Samaritan to teach us how to be compassionate.

A man approached Jesus and asked, “What is the greatest commandment?” Jesus turned the question back on the man, forcing him to answer his own question. The man replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind. And, Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor!’” (Luke 10:27, 29).

Jesus answered his question with a parable about a man who was stripped of his clothing, beaten, and left on the side of the road by bandits. A priest and a temple assistant passed by and did nothing to help the man.
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