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The High Priestess

At breakfast, Alice and Eliot were checking their schedules for the day.

“Eliot, will you have your part of the orders done before lunch?”

“Probably. Looks like you can get the next card.”

“Good. There’s only four more cards. I keep hoping I can finish before the tarot readings pick up.”

“I remember Madeline telling me those can ebb and flow. There were times when she couldn’t do much else besides tarot readings. And at others, she could do whatever else she wanted to do.”

She nodded. “I’ll keep that in mind. Perhaps, I will be able to finish in a few days. The clients haven’t tried to stress us out since her death. I bet many people still want tarot readings from her and not me right now.”

“I can see that, but that could change. You do have some regular clients now.”

“I noticed that. I’m glad some people appreciate my readings.”

“Okay, let’s clean up the kitchen and get to work.”

They cleared the table and left the dishes soaking in soapy water in the sink. He walked to the greenhouse and turned on music. She walked to the tarot reading room. She stopped at the shelf and spread the remaining cards of the special deck. She picked one and left the room.

She walked upstairs into the room she shared with her husband. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions of the High Priestess card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and didn’t worry about the time. She knew she could deal with the crafting right after lunch. Then she would have some more tarot readings. For now, she focused on the card of the day and jotted down her notes in her notebook. She didn’t have that many pages left, but figured there would be enough room for the remaining cards she had to study.

She didn’t stop until she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen. She set her pen down and stood up. She walked downstairs into the kitchen. She set the table and grabbed drinks. She sat down and waited. He soon finished cooking and served them. He sat down next to her.

“Alice, what is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen.

Alice answered, “The High Priestess.”

Eliot smiled.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is acceptance of duality— light and darkness, strength and knowledge, unconscious or subconscious mind, wisdom and personal judgement, virtue and emotion, patience, fertility, waiting, spirituality, understanding, feminine aspect, good advice, secrets, mystery, intuition, or trusting oneself. It can mean the veil between the mundane and spiritual world is thin or all that comes from maturity, intuition and common sense.”
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