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In this series opener, Hammer’s prose evokes the romantic diction and mythological complexity of the high fantasy genre, sometimes to an eye-rolling extent: - Kirkus Reviews 

...the author gets things started with an admirable economy. it’s a 93-page novella, and readers will meet most of the major players by page 6...so far the pacing is brisk and the world, if not completely unique, is quite fun. – Kirkus Reviews 

this story may not prove to be a crossover hit like some of the books that inspired it, but readers who love the fantasy genre will find much here to enjoy. – Kirkus Reviews 

A derivative but skillfully executed and engaging fantasy. – Kirkus Reviews 

Hammer writes with energy—the characters rush from one danger to another, always with high stakes and mysterious artifacts involved. –Kirkus Reviews 

The author’s narrative technique of rapidly shifting viewpoints from chapter to chapter echoes a similar tactic by some of the bestselling writers in the fantasy genre, and for good reason: it keeps the story hurrying along in a compulsively readable way. Hammer is likewise skillful at changing tones; one chapter can be filled with high-stakes sorcerous tension, and the next can be, equally convincingly, lighthearted – Kirkus Reviews 

Readers encounter a very inventive world—one that features everything from Jinns to Greek mythology to shaolin monks to the Monkey King, and in which the legions of Caesar can easily end up fighting hordes of vampires. Readers already up to speed on the many ongoing plot threads will find this volume a tense and fast-paced addition to Hammer’s engaging fantasy world. – Kirkus Reviews 

Hammer does a good job of orchestrating the book’s suspenseful ending, which leads readers right on to the next installment. – Kirkus Reviews 

A colorful and hyperactive section of a larger multicultural fantasy epic. - Kirkus Reviews 

Over the four books of L.A. Hammer’s Heroes of Legend series, the author draws from an impressive wealth of sources, including eastern philosophy, classical mythology, early horror literature of the West, as well as standard, Tolkienesque fantasy elements that form the bedrock of the narrative structure. The stories, while somewhat derivative, offer an impressively complex, action packed series of adventures featuring the orphaned, magical young prince Matthew, princess Cybele, and archer Tristan. in their quest to defeat a vampire king named Drahkuhl (the nod to Bram stoker’s legendary baddie hardly feels coincidental), they find a rich and varied troupe of allies, from the wizard Eldarus to white wolves and dragons (nod to game of thrones) to an emperor named Caesar (nod to ancient roman history) to gods, goddesses and spirits pulled from such avenues as ancient Celtic mythology, Buddhism and the Greek pantheon of gods. Taken singly, the four books of the series feel rather hurried as the author works to fit a surprising amount of action, plot and intrigue into the novella form. Yet Hammer’s overarching vision for his characters has a sense of cohesiveness. even as the heroes shuttle between adventures in short bursts and rapid perspective shifts, the format offers readers the space to find connections between the separate stories and elements. It’s a rapid-fire approach that may feel a bit cursory for longtime fantasy fans. For newcomers to the genre, however, especially young readers, Hammer offers a rich fusion. although many of the ingredients here are familiar, including the sometimes-clichéd writing style (the books offer many boilerplate grandiose descriptions of prophecies, saviors and end-of-world standoffs between good and evil), Hammer delivers a fun romp featuring plentiful magic, action and larger-than-life-characters. also available in hardcover and eBook. – BlueInk Reviews

Book Five is Dedicated to Le Minh Nguyen.

Minh, you have done so much amazing work for my book covers, maps, and chapter icons, I can’t thank you enough. 

Minh’s artworks are beyond measure for his amazing skill, astounding abilities, genius talent, and constant dedication to his artform. If Minh can find the time, we hope to one day finish a full colour comic version of Books One to Four of Heroes, with the full book in an A4 hardcover edition, and over 100 full colour pages of Minh’s comic artwork, possibly all designed with 3D modelled graphics. It will take decades most likely, but I hope Minh can work on it over those years to one day have a visual version of the story for generations of readers to share.

Le Minh, I’m so very grateful for all the work you have done, and the results are a growing readership, which is what author’s really want the most, to have their work read and be appreciated for their stories.

I want to create this comic because I see that your artwork needs to be shared, and I want to showcase your talent, partnered with this tale, to create an original work of art that will last for generations to enjoy. It will be beautiful, captivating, stunning, and I really hope we both find the time to complete the work.

I know from your responses after reading Book One, that you have a heartfelt engagement with and appreciation of this reinvention of myths, fairy tales, histories, religious and spiritual faiths and belief systems. I truly hope that, when you finish reading the first four books, you love it enough to decide to dedicate potentially a vast portion of your entire career, by assisting me, and me doing my best to assist your creation of what will be a priceless, wonderful, beautiful, mind-blowing, enchanted, magical, timeless, spellbinding (and so on), creative visual artefact, to tell the story of these writings, to humans of all ages, in a comic book style series of cells of your creative gifts, talents, and unmatched artistic abilities, that will inspire and warm the hearts and delight the minds of families, potentially, for as long as online bookstores exist. For example, a parent could read the words in print to a child of a young age, and with each page or few pages, the child or children, could then view and engage in your visual ability to bring these tales into the concrete display of works of art that are truly far more beautiful than the eye should deserve to see, in worlds that are far more beautiful than life in the living flesh. 

These beautiful artworks that compliment, enhance and clarify the story to such a young audience, would make such a collaborative story serve as a learning experience for young readers. And if we achieved such a feat, no matter if it took most of my lifetime to finally publish it in print, possibly even the first two full printed multi-book volumes, I would much rather see that accomplished by your own divine skills, than ever hope to see such an amazing story adapted to cinema or television in a way that was anything other than a work that you, and my super genius, super talented, sound and lighting engineer, all things computers wizard and musical mastermind, very dear friend, Marke, were head designers and directors for. Though in that regard, I hope the two of you can work together one day to make a few short videos of Heroes to run online ads to promote the free Heroes eBooks. 

One day.

I hope you see it as a worthwhile career to continue to work with me, while creating exactly what you decided to do many years ago before we met online, which would be to spend your time at home, caring for your family, while demonstrating your unmatched skill at working with three-dimensional computer generated video game style artwork, that is perfected with your Adobe Photoshop platform software to complete each cell with the brush strokes, shading and lighting, rendering, scaling, texturing, luminescent, gorgeous and brightly glowing artworks that define your leadership of what is in my opinion a Leonardi Da Vinci level capacity of visual fantasy genre dreams on paper, for which you deserve the accolades and reputation of being a Master of Visual Arts. You truly are without a single doubt of anyone that see any of the works you have created for me, for which people comment that they could literally stare at just one of your completed visual masterpieces, forever and a day.

I have kept the very large finest quality prints of all of your posters on my wall for many years, and I have tapped my heels on our solid concrete slab flooring of my parents’ home as I listen to all my old musician friends, streamed online through high quality headphones, and as I dance the night away I think of all the many wondrous things that your generous creative endeavours have done for me as a new writer, and as I stare at each story on those massive sheets of paper that each tell a story and stories of their own that are far more than a thousand, times a thousand words in every part of every character, scene, and every line or detail of these amazing artworks, I also make plans for how the next chapters, scenes and books will be planned, researched and developed, and I wonder and hope for all the things we may yet achieve, if you will continue to be such a powerful guiding force in my endeavours to share these stories with a growing audience, that has expanded beyond any expectation ever since your first book cover was created for my first Sons of Odin Trilogy, and it continues to grow every day ever since.

Thank you, Minh ;) 

Book Six is Dedicated to 

Marke, Quartz, Jason, Nathan, and Alex.

And Shane, Jacki, Dave DG, Dave L, Daniel, George, Christy, Trent, Julian, 

And Damian, Nick, Luiz, Andre, Atef, Garth and Sinan,

Thanks to those that are musicians, your talent and creativity inspires me every day.

Thank you all, for a lifetime of strong friendship that I really hope lasts forever.

Many of you, I have known for most of my adult life, some even longer than that.

And Tahli, Enata, Nahvi, and Otohm,

My Māori brothers that I’ve known since childhood.

I was inspired to include characters based on the four of you,

Particularly after learning more about the God Maui.

Also, 

in Loving Memory of

Tristan, Carl, Matthew, and Sarah,

You lifted me up when I needed your help,

Life will never be the same without you all,

Tristan, where are you now, Brother?

All with Ardua and El’Tihir, we all hope and believe.

Love Eternal,

Forever young.

And for Book Seven,

To all those I went to school with, and grew up with in my youth,

You will always hold a special place in my heart.

Especially, Ramil. One of my oldest childhood friends,

Who I used to play war games with, dressed in camouflage, 

Wielding plastic toy machine guns, and Ramil would always 

Teach me a lesson in humility, that he was ever the far better Soldier.

I hope we get to share many more memories and stories.

I hope to learn from you one day.

Finally, I will Dedicate Books Eight and Nine, firstly to,

Steve Van Aperen, the Australian Leading Expert in Polygraph Testing.
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