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In the serene twilight of a marvelous day, two spirited young ladies, Janse and Sally, strolled along the park lane that led to the open grounds, lost in a lively conversation. In the distance, a familiar face appeared on the horizon – Ashton, a remote acquaintance from the Faculty of Arts, who hastened to join their discourse, spurred by recent news.

Ashton: (with a warm smile) To the library?

Janse: (eagerly) Indeed.

Sally: (invitingly) But you can join! I think it will become even more interesting if we involve others into our small discussion.

Janse nodded in agreement, her demeanor earnest, wrapped in contemplation. She was of diminutive stature, her golden locks dancing in harmonious union with the waning sun's radiance, her smile an enchanting magnetism.

Ashton: (curious) So, what is it about? You seem to be really into something. 

The anticipation of a Great debate in the Old Library, an invitation held in high regard among the students of the University, had piqued Ashton's curiosity. He held the two girls in high esteem for their profound knowledge.

Sally: (calmly) You may put it that way. Actually, we were discussing media.

Ashton: (feigning surprise) Oh, that is fascinating! I assumed it was something much more grievous.

Janse: (intensely) Seriously? And what could be more grievous than media nowadays? The more we discuss, the more I lose sight of the boundaries. I have become anxious about the extent to which media not only dominates our lives but also how we unconsciously harbor and have become unable to perceive reality beyond the confines it prescribes for us to view as the defining parameters of objectivity. The more I speak, the more I feel media's grasp on my thoughts, desperately attempting to disentangle from its omnipresent preformulation.

Ashton was taken aback by Janse's impassioned monologue, sensing the gravity of the topic and the depth of her contemplations.

Ashton: (admiringly) Oh, that was powerful. I wonder where were you coming from?

Sally: (eloquently) Yes, it is true we were in the midst of a profound and somewhat disconcerting examination of the conditions media has imposed on the mind, conceived in modernity, to navigate and develop itself, presuming independence but in practice, confined by the boundaries it has etched.

Janse: (calmly) Indeed, Sally. When you say the mind is independent only by presumption, it implies that, to you, the mind unfolds itself within the realm of media?

Sally: (resolutely) Indeed, that is what I assert. I find my statement so self-evident that it hardly requires argumentation. Nevertheless, for the sake of clarity, I shall expound further. 

Ashton, though not entirely prepared to engage in the conversation, was eager to witness the intellectual prowess displayed by the two young philosophers.

Sally: (passionately) The mind of the modern individual is inexorably linked to the medium in which it is fundamentally embedded. The mind sees itself both as an entity encapsulated in its most suitable environment, shaping a fragment of time and space within the ceaseless continuum of reality, and as a participant, entangled in an artificially demarcated segment of the vast tapestry of events constituting that very same reality.

The discussion, steeped in the tradition of philosophical discourse, continued, as the sun's final rays cast their ethereal glow upon the profound thoughts shared by these intellectual souls.

In the midst of their profound discussion, Ashton, ever the artist, nodded appreciatively.

Ashton: (with a smile) Media as specula. I find that notion quite intriguing.

Sally: (thoughtfully) Indeed, media embodies both reflection and speculation. It serves as a mirror, a reflection of the self, while also projecting the world it encapsulates. In the depths of contemplation, I realize that the claim to media's objectivity is illusory, for its speculative and reflective nature removes it from the realm of objectivity. It is the self as both image and actor, displayed in the midst of the world's unfolding scene, a narrative relentlessly expanding, all while seeking the grasp of the self's perception.

Janse: (with a knowing smile) Yet, the perception of the self is a speculation in itself.

Sally: (profoundly) Indeed, it is a paradoxical circle. One gazes upon oneself and the world simultaneously, projecting one's thoughts onto reality, presuming them to be a faithful representation of the external world, when, in truth, they merely reflect the thinking self.

Ashton: (bewildered) A circle that seemingly leads to an existential quandary. To look at oneself and the world at the same time, projecting one's thoughts as the true representation of the surrounding reality, which, in fact, is nothing more than an accurate reflection of the thinking self. It leaves me puzzled.

Janse: (philosophically) It is an aporia, a paradox of our own making. We often mistake our personal interpretations of the world for objective observations, viewing the external world and our internal nature as distinct. We take these perceptions, shaped by the mind, and transmit them into forms of representation, communicating them to the external world through the channels of human interaction. In our quest to understand, we transmit these subjective perceptions into the world, transforming them into fragments of a past reality. This transmission seeks to capture the essence of personal experience while striving for an objective portrayal of reality.

Sally: (reflective) The transmission of these perceptions to convey objectivity, a hallmark of modernity, perpetuates the belief that reality can be objectively comprehended. Thus, we prefer the objective rendition, one that offers a sense of certainty, where things are what they are, unaltered by our subjective perceptions. We label this act of transmitting personal reality perceptions to seek communicable objectivity as "media."

Janse: (with conviction) Media, in essence, is an embodiment of paradox. It encapsulates the duality of human nature, for it attempts to observe the objective world while concurrently generating images and thoughts. It communicates our dual nature while journeying toward objectivity.

Sally: (critically) However, media is a modern concept, emerging relatively recently. Its role in expressing our dual nature has not always been apparent throughout history.

Janse: (acknowledging) True, media has not existed in its current form throughout history. The notion is indeed quite complex.

Sally: (inquiring) Shouldn't we, then, endeavor to delineate the concept of media itself? It is imperative to clarify our precise meaning when using such a multifaceted term. What media represents varies from one thinker to another, leading to ambiguous definitions.

Janse: (playfully challenging) But is that even possible? Can we establish a definitive definition of a notion as multifaceted as media?

Ashton: (confused) Wait a moment, Janse. You made a strong statement about the nature of media at the outset. Didn't you have a clear idea of what you were discussing?

Janse: (smiling enigmatically) I did indeed. However, that's the closest one can come to capturing the essence of media. I believe media to be a paradox, a fusion of countless paradoxes. As our conversation progresses, I hope to demonstrate the intricacies of this belief.

Sally: (with anticipation) So, you propose that we can make statements about something whose nature defies comprehensive definition?

Janse: (with a philosophical gaze) Precisely. I believe we can explore and discuss the notion of media while acknowledging that it eludes a definitive characterization, for it thrives on paradox and complexity.

In the midst of their contemplative dialogue, Janse nodded in agreement with Sally's inquiry.

The three friends continued their brisk stride, oblivious to the pace at which they moved, invigorated by their profound discussion, extending their journey well beyond the bounds of the university campus, en route to the Library.

Janse: (beginning her response) Allow me to take a different perspective here, for I firmly believe that, in the end, every aspect of existence harbors a foundation of profound significance, even if, on the surface, it might appear paradoxically dualistic, much like media. However, I contend that the paradoxical nature of media is confined to the realm of practical observation and is not, as previously claimed, an inherent quality of its underlying framework.

Ashton: (feeling overwhelmed) My dear friends, you've delved into depths of discussion I've never ventured into. I fear I may not possess the requisite depth of insight to contribute meaningfully to your erudite conversation.

Janse: (with warmth) Fear not, Ashton. Your observations on this topic are of great import, whether you realize it or not. You represent the very individuals whom our discourse inevitably revolves around—the ones who reside within media's realm, continuously shaping and interacting with it, often unconsciously and unintentionally. You are the focal point and essence of our speculations—the true denizens and agents of the modern concept of media. Please, remain with us.

Ashton: (encouraged) Very well, I shall endeavor to offer my perspective. I am a free artist, and from my vantage point, I view media as a highly influential and valuable tool.

Sally: (encouragingly) Excellent, please, continue.

Ashton: (expressing his viewpoint) Media serves as a medium for communication and the dissemination of information, a product of democracy, commonly referred to as the fourth estate in contemporary society. It epitomizes freedom, a champion of free speech and the right to express oneself. It connects us to the world, offering an intermediary through which we can comprehend the hows and whys of events, enhancing our awareness of the world we inhabit. Moreover, it provides an objective representation of reality, aggregating information from diverse sources to present multiple facets of a given event, allowing individuals to form their own conclusions.

Sally: (patronizing) Your perspective on media is rather positive, I see. A quintessential modernist, are you not?

Ashton: (offended) What do you mean by that? I believe my viewpoint aligns with the prevailing beliefs about media in contemporary society. However, it appears you imply that I lack an original opinion.

Sally: (gentle) Not entirely, my dear friend, but to some extent, yes. It was a comment made with the utmost respect. 

Sally then posed a question, aiming to unravel the essence of media.

Sally: (inquiring) Is media a medium of communication?

Ashton: (dismissive) Well, it sounds rather self-evident, doesn't it? If it isn't, then what is it?

Sally: (explaining) That, my friend, will be my next question. Let us begin at the beginning and focus on our initial inquiry. You see, I believe media serves as a medium of communication, but in a rather limited sense. At first glance, it may appear as an unending flow of information, as countless data-laden fragments of reality traverse the interconnected landscape of individuals' minds. Paradoxically, this process strikes me as largely passive. Individuals capture fragments of the informational torrent but make no active contributions to the stream. They passively accept what they encounter and continue to assimilate more information, often without even pausing to recognize their role as silent recipients, bearing witness to the pervasive media flow that governs the contents of their active minds.

Sally: (contemplative) In this modern era, the common individual perceives themselves as an agent and conduit for information, yet in reality, information rarely transforms into true communication. When the average person participates in modern channels of interaction, the output of their interactive activities undergoes a dramatic degradation in its communicative value. Rather than becoming pure fragments of objective information, the outcome becomes something far more trivial and lacking in depth. In their role as producers of information, modern individuals are reduced to mere points of message origination and reception. Thus, as Janse pointed out at the outset, media is a paradox, housing an abundance of information beyond the reach of those who merely receive it, while simultaneously containing an abundance of accessible yet unverified communications.

Sally, in the midst of her explanation, was interrupted by Janse, who listened intently to the unfolding discourse.

Sally: (continuing her discourse) Most people commonly perceive media as the act through which humanity exchanges knowledge within the public realm of its societal existence, and that holds a great deal of truth. Public media, in many respects, represents the transmission of information without active involvement from the intercepting agents, akin to what Ashton briefly outlined as passive communication. Private media, on the other hand, encompasses various modes of communication that often remain outside the purview of the public eye, as they are saturated with personalized, particular, and often trivial data.

Ashton: (nodding) So, you're suggesting that there are two distinct forms of media?

Sally: (elaborating) Precisely. For the sake of comprehending modern communication, it is advantageous to consider these two facets. Otherwise, we would frequently encounter inconsistencies in our arguments, as media, as Ashton implicitly alluded to, serves both as a medium of active communication and passive information transmission. To maintain a coherent discussion, we must acknowledge that it embodies both functions, albeit within the distinct realms of public and private self-realization.

Ashton: (seeking clarification) This leads us to the question of what media is in its entirety, correct? I initially thought it solely referred to the public form you described. After all, not all forms of human communication can be classified as media.

Sally: (explaining) We can consider all forms of human communication as media since communication itself serves as a medium that links interconnecting minds. However, contemporary media represents only a limited fraction of the extensive domain of interpersonal discourse. It exclusively deals with the flow of information that intercepting minds collect to gain insights into external changes and events—a collection of snippets that inform us about the aspects we are not meant to witness.
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