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      Well, today happened. Why? I don’t really know. Sometimes things don’t go the way I think they are going to happen. So, today was one of those days.

      At first, my heart broke a little, well it broke a lot, like pieces of everything right and true separated, and separated . . . over and over again. That’s pretty hard for someone like me. I’m someone who desperately wants to believe that people are basically good, decent, and caring. Sure some aren’t, but the vast majority make up for those few.

      My old professor used to say, “Bad leaders bring out the worst in homo sapiens. When enough of them choose bad leaders, they follow those leaders on a path to their own destruction. If that happens, then our experiment will have failed. We will have to leave them to their own self-destruction.”

      Our experiment was simple, we traveled through galaxies to find new species with potential to develop into superior beings. We saw that potential in homo sapiens. Ever since we have been monitoring them, and trying to lead them to trust their better Angels as Abraham Lincoln, one of their great leaders, once said.

      Maybe the hope that decent, caring people will stop those whose base nature leads them to hatred, cruelty, and violence is just me hoping something is true when it isn’t.

      I sit in my room, in the vastness of space, looking upon the earth and the people I have loved for hundreds of their years. If any of them came to my Hub, spaceship, or whatever humans might call it, they would not appreciate my style of living. To them my room and the rest of the Hub would look like glass windows, stainless steel walls, floors, and ceiling. They wouldn’t see or feel the warmth that surrounds these rooms. 

      We are not collectors of things, personal or otherwise which is a story we tell ourselves, but it isn’t necessarily true.

      My eyes move to the view of the planet I see through my windows. From this distance it looks small. In the scheme of the galaxy and the universes, it is a small planet. In my room, the walls are lined with screens. Screens that give me close up views of the people and areas that I have been studying. I have been here for thousands of earth’s years. 

      Humans have short lives. We have lives that are perhaps too long. Often we lack the passions they have, which is both a gain and a loss. 

      I am one of those Guardians who other Guardians look at with amusement, often shaking their heads because they cannot understand my love of these primitive creatures. I surround myself with earthen artifacts. I sleep in a bed designed by an American, whose craftsmanship in wood is luxurious and artistic. I sometimes wear their clothing, or make some of their most delicious meals for my friends to enjoy. I often take their shape when I don’t need to. That is a habit from so many years on earth blending into the various cultures. 

      I read their books by men and women who stand so far above their fellows. The books give my people hope for the future of this world. But not today . . . not today.
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