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Michael Rodriguez is a renowned economic analyst and investigative journalist specializing in the geopolitics of trade, economic warfare, and international power dynamics. With over fifteen years of experience researching global economic systems and their political implications, Michael brings a unique perspective to understanding how nations weaponize trade and economic policy to achieve strategic objectives.

"Weaponized Economy: The Hidden History of Trade Wars and Their Impact on Global Politics" represents his most comprehensive investigation into the evolution of economic conflicts from the Napoleonic era to present-day tensions between the United States and China.

His previous works include "Silver Empire: The Forgotten Metal That Powers Modern Civilization," which explored the critical role of silver in technological development and international trade; "The Chinese Real Estate Bubble," a detailed analysis of China's economic vulnerabilities; "The Trillion Dollar Shadow: Vanguard, John Bogle, and the New Financial Order," which examined the transformation of global finance through index investing; "Stoicism in Business," exploring philosophical approaches to entrepreneurship; and "Technological Breakthroughs of World War II: How War Changed Our World."

Michael's interdisciplinary approach combines historical analysis, economic expertise, and geopolitical insight, allowing him to trace complex patterns across centuries of economic conflict. His work illuminates how trade wars often precede military confrontations and how economic tools have become increasingly sophisticated weapons in the arsenal of modern nations.

A frequent speaker at economic forums and international relations conferences, Michael has been featured in publications including Foreign Affairs, The Financial Times, and The Economist. He holds degrees in Economics and International Relations from Georgetown University and previously worked as a strategic analyst before dedicating himself to full-time research and writing.

Through his meticulous research and accessible writing style, Michael continues to decode complex international power dynamics for readers seeking to understand the hidden economic forces shaping global politics and their implications for international stability in an increasingly fractured world order.
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Economy as a Battlefield

In today's world, a nation's power is determined not only by military might but also by economic potential. When direct military force becomes too risky, states turn to economic instruments to achieve their geopolitical goals. Trade wars, sanctions, tariffs, and embargoes are the weapons of a new era, often no less destructive than traditional military actions.

Have you ever wondered what makes a country truly powerful? The military? Yes, undoubtedly. Some nuclear-armed countries never miss an opportunity to remind others of this fact at international conferences. But to create such weapons, one must first design, build, maintain, and modernize them. This requires advanced technologies, which in turn demand resources.

Perhaps true power lies in access to resources? You would be right here too. But not all territories are equally blessed by nature. Some are rich in oil, others in rare earth metals, still others in fertile soil. Therefore, states are forced to trade with each other, exchanging surpluses of some resources for goods they lack.

But what happens when trade relations are used as an instrument of pressure? When mutually beneficial cooperation gives way to economic confrontation? When tariffs, sanctions, and embargoes become weapons in the hands of states?

In this book, we will thoroughly examine the history of economic conflicts, from Napoleon's Continental Blockade to the modern trade war between the United States and China. We will trace the evolution of trade wars and show how they have affected the fates of entire nations and changed the contours of world politics. You will learn about the shocking consequences of economic sanctions and why they often bring pain not only to those against whom they are directed but also to those who initiate them.

For American readers, it is particularly important to understand the mechanisms of trade wars, as the United States traditionally plays a central role in the world economy and often uses economic leverage in its foreign policy. From the Smoot-Hawley Tariff, which exacerbated the Great Depression, to Donald Trump's recent measures against China—the economic policies of the United States have repeatedly changed the course of world history.
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