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​​Dedication


I give heartfelt thanks to God for the precious life of my grandmother, Madam Roselyn Mamoke Efeturi—a rare jewel, a quiet flame of devotion, and truly a woman of God. This book is lovingly dedicated to her memory, and to celebrate a life of humble service also rendered by her beloved husband, my grandfather, Rev. Samuel Okopi Efeturi—a man not merely born, but sent from God.

On the holy night of Christmas Eve, 2013, at the rich and full age of over 90, Granny peacefully slipped the bonds of time and stepped into eternity to be with her Lord and Savior. Just months before, I sat beside her one last time in sacred fellowship. We spoke openly about the life to come, about preparing not just for death, but for a glorious crossover. She was ready—like a vessel fully poured out, like a traveler whose bags were packed for a heavenly journey.

Much of my early Christian formation was nourished by her hands and heart. It was through her voice that I first learned the sweet choruses of Zion. It was by her  stories  that  I  caught  glimpses of the Kingdom. Together with her precious husband and my illustrious grandfather, Rev. Samuel, who went home in 1974 at age 72, they carried the gospel torch across Southern Nigeria. They were pioneers—spiritual forerunners—planting schools and scattering invisible seeds of truth that now bloom in our lives. By their obedience, we can lift high the banner of Christ today.

They were among the first lights of the gospel in the Isoko region, where my roots run deep. Though I was but a child when my grandfather passed, I remember his steady gaze—both firm and tender. Granny often reminded me, with a sparkle in her eyes, that
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I preach as boldly and purely as he once did. Her words were like prophecy to my soul, an anchor to my calling.

I thank God for this holy heritage.

And yet, in her final days, my heart struggled. I found it difficult to say goodbye. I didn’t want to see her weakened by the shadows of mortality. “The Granny lu,” as I fondly called her, you’re now with Jesus, beholding Him not through a glass darkly, but FACE TO FACE. Whisper to Him how much I love Him. And what joy to know that you’re reunited with “Kopi,” your beloved, after nearly four decades apart. I imagine your embrace in glory; your laughter renewed in the light of eternity.

We love you. We miss you. But we await with joy the day we’ll embrace again—when we cross the golden threshold into glory.

Beloved, may each of us ask God for the grace to leave behind not merely memories, but a Christ-breathed heritage—a legacy eternal, not temporal; spiritual, not superficial. This is the truest inheritance, the only treasure that time cannot erode.

“For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.”

—Romans 11:36

Mazino Abraham Egbuwoku December 25th, 2013
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