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			#1

		

		
			Ginger Snaps
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			2000

		

		
			A teenager bitten by a werewolf undergoes a slow metamorphosis.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			There’s no be-all-end-all werewolf movie, but An American Werewolf Werewolf in London has held a top-three spot for decades. According to some, Ginger Snaps belongs there. To be truly terrifying, a lycanthrope film needs to make us fear the beast within. Ginger Snaps nailed that aspect. It’s body horror, and get this: the metamorphosis spans the whole film.

			Katharine Isabelle is the face of the franchise; heck, the title refers to her, but Emily Perkins plays the protagonist. The curse always comes second considering how charismatic and relatable the two lead characters are. The actresses are scream queens in their own right and they can act. They’re teenagers, so allusions to puberty and periods are central to the plot.

			The werewolves are never fully shown, but the special effects are impressive nevertheless. They’re mostly practical and they are scarce. I don’t feel the budget could’ve allowed more of them, but the little we see is all we need. The film’s tense, scary, and gory. Ginger’s creepier by the minute, as she turns into a sexual predator. This isn’t Teen Wolf.

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Trick ‘r Treat
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			2007

		

		
			A Halloween night turns into a blood bath for different connected groups of people.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This is one of the best horror anthology films ever made. It is right up there with Creepshow and Trilogy of Terror. It sets itself apart by the way it intertwines 6 segments. Things happen in random order, in alternation or simultaneously, and it’s a big deal. The script is brilliantly layered in a way that juxtaposes stories seamlessly. Michael Dougherty orchestrates this like a king.

			The aesthetic is so optimized that Dougherty earns our attention from frame one. The scary parts are scary, the build-up is outstanding, the gore striking, the stories highly creative, and the twists petrifying. The gore feels real and so do the rest of the effects. Trick ‘r Treat’s major flaw is that its tales feel incomplete despite an intention to introduce an unprecedented narrative.

			Story 1 doesn’t stand on its own but sets the tone. Story 2 is about a man who gives a kid poisoned candy. Story 3 follows a bunch of teenagers who play a prank on a friend. Story 4 is about a special party in a remote location. Story 5 introduces a small demonic character who will teach a hermit a lesson. This is the best story in the pack. Story 6 ties loose ends nicely.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			Halloween III: Season of the Witch
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			1982

		

		
			A shady mask factory plots to decimate the children’s population worldwide on Halloween night using a rigged live broadcast.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This Halloween sequel isn’t about Michael Myers, the infamous shape, and converges in no way with his storyline. Some of the creators wanted this to be a franchise of stand-alone stories yet, somehow, Halloween II exists. But I digress. Halloween III is, for some fans, the best in the franchise. Many people choose this film to watch on Halloween night. But why is that?

			Halloween III jeopardizes the lives of children around the world, with their brand of Halloween masks that kills you. In this movie, horror, science fiction, and magic come together. It’s not just an excellent story, it’s unprecedented. So, the third Halloween installment has one of the most twisted premises in horror cinema: infanticide. It is so nihilist that it breaks you...

			Tom Atkins handles the procedural and challenges the bad guy, played by Dan O’Herlihy. I can’t say the cast is particularly charismatic, but I know some viewers are all over Atkins. We get more synthesizer music, but it feels so much eerier in a darker, supernatural movie. It has quite the gimmick and it milks it. It keeps us busy for over 90 minutes and concludes with a grandiose third act.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Night of the Demons
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			1988

		

		
			On Halloween night, partying teenagers stir up spirits inside an abandoned house after a seance.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Like all marketable horror films of the 1980s, Night of the Demons is an inexhaustible source of cheese, gore, and nudity. It has a strong gimmick and a catchy sonata. Few movies sum up quintessential b-horror like this one. It combines tropes of many major subgenres, namely haunting, possession, slasher, and witchcraft. By genre tradition, it features 20-to-30-year-old teenagers.

			Several aspects of the film make it one of the best Halloween-themed horror releases. Contrary to vampires, zombies, and werewolves, demons come in all shapes and forms in Horrorland. In Night of the Demon’s case, they are as vocal, magical, and virulent as Evil Dead’s, and as physically threatening as 1985 Demons’. In all three instances, the main plot is limited to one location.

			The dialogue is disorganized but catchy. The characters are relatable in a 1980s slasher way. The actors were picked because they were different from one another and because they look like stereotypes. If there’s one thing the characters share, it’s how dumb they are. Most deserve everything that happens to them. It’s a go-to Halloween movie for several horror fans.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			Night of the Demons 2
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			1994

		

		
			Teenagers unknowingly carry a demon curse from a haunted house to their school on Halloween night.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			1988’s Night of the Demons was self-contained. A sequel to it would surely struggle to match the original vibe. Against all odds, Joe Augustyn wrote a damn good screenplay and it’s a movie I revisit often, paired with part 1. He brought back all the successful elements. It’s the story of another Halloween night, where the new cast does what the old one did with interesting variations.

			We go back and forth between Hull House, the haunted place, and the Catholic boarding school most of the protagonists attend. Amelia Kinkade returns as Angela, one of the very few horror icons we have. Her character is and would remain central to the franchise. Kinkade is having fun with her monster. She speaks a certain way and she has a mysterious cadence.

			So, I guess what we have, here, is two movies in one. Part 2 has this in common with the following installment. This is the most complex movie of the initial trilogy. We’ve got demons, religion; part 1 was sexy and this one is kinky. Night of the Demon’s only barrier is that it’s meaningless without the original. That said, they make a terrific double feature.

		

		
			#6

		

		
			Halloween H20: 20 Years Later
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			1998

		

		
			A woman who escaped a serial killer believes her son might be in danger.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			We are to ignore the events of all Halloween sequels and assume they are independent of this storyline. A large budget went into this one, the script is uncluttered, and it feels like a legit, classic Michael Myers movie with superior acting, photography, and a vintage structure. The protagonists are likable, fully exposed, and show genuine chemistry.

			It becomes apparent, now, that simplicity was the way to go. It always was, yet the franchise had lost itself in the details. The original movie was about teenagers getting stalked or killed, which we gradually got less of. Things became too serious, too dramatic. Though her now manic depressive character returns, actress Jamie Lee Curtis provides an energetic presence and a great performance.

			It’s one of the best in the franchise. Michael Myers not being the most eccentric of horror icons, yet a frequent favorite among fans, the confined, deserted one-location setting plays to his advantage. This is what happens when Michael Myers leaves home and invades a boarding school rather than a quiet neighborhood. Steven Miner who can do no wrong directed it like a boss.

		

		
			#7

		

		
			Halloween

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			1978

		

		
			A masked psychopath stalks and kills teenagers.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Halloween is one of the first full-fledged slashers, that is, a slasher that isn’t Giallo or proto-slasher. It’s the one that would inspire several more. It made people want more and make more. It’s also quintessential in that category. Michael Myers would become one of the favorite horror icons. He’s the down-to-earth boogeyman, where many of its copycats went the supernatural way.

			The score is something else. It’s iconic, memorable, and it plays way too often. It plays when the protagonists are walking in the suburbs during the exposition, even without a threat. John Carpenter made that score and he made the movie assisted by Debra Hill in the writer’s seat and the producer’s. The kills aren’t anything special but they’re well done and gory.

			The script isn’t spectacular. Looking back, it’s not even brilliant. At the time of its release, though, it created a following. Michael Myers, the antagonist, escaped a mental institute and is now killing teens. As you do. As did several nut cases from Norman Bates to Leatherface. He wears a scary William Shatner and stalks his victims in the shadows, waiting for the perfect opportunity...

		

		
			#8

		

		
			Casper
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			1995

		

		
			A ghost therapist and his daughter meet four ghosts when they move into an old mansion.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			In the vein of The Addams Family and Beetlejuice comes Casper, a blockbuster oriented toward kids and based on the Harvey Comics cartoon character Casper the Friendly Ghost. Malachi Pearson is the voice of Casper, who meets Christina Ricci’s character Kat, the main human protagonist. Bill Pullman plays her father, a ghost therapist, and I couldn’t think of a more suitable cast.

			The villain is a spoiled heiress and we understand her arc ahead of time. The film is packed with digital effects. The 1990s are known for terrible CG, but, as it turns out, these translucent ghosts look great. The visual artists aren’t going for a realistic render, so anything goes. That manor the protagonists move in, by the way, certainly fosters a cartoonish approach.

			The plotline is nothing you can’t predict 15 minutes in, but just remember you were a kid, once. By all means, watch this with your children. It’s nothing but slapstick comedy and safe scares. With 1995’s Casper, you’ll believe a tween can befriend a ghost. What a cute, sad, formulaic but comforting story about family, friendship, romance, death, and the afterlife.

		

		
			#9

		

		
			The Predator
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			2018

		

		
			A young boy accidentally summons intergalactic hunters while manipulating alien technology and it’s up to his father to save the day.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This film is everything fans of the Predator franchise could hope for, and even more. The pacing is tight, the special effects are badass, the actors are all talented and giving it all they have, the predator looks like a million bucks, and, guess what, he brought friends over. His friends come with spoilers, so let’s leave it at that. The original score returns to send shivers down our spines.

			The predator’s gear, here, plays an important role. Alien technology is treated like some kind of puzzle to solve to assist humans against predators and to move the plot forward. Each of the Predator films, up to this point, has reinvented the franchise in their way, and this new installment is no exception. It’s badass, and it’s one of the best sequels.

			It takes place in space, in the sky, on the ground; in the forest and on the road. It is action-packed and extremely satisfying. It’s an unusual combination of genres and it’s ambitious. Some of the protagonists are nutcases, and they turn an otherwise serious film into a comedy. Yes, a comedy! It took a while, but they finally did Predator justice.

		

		
			#10

		

		
			Scare Package
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			2019

		

		
			The owner of a video store teaches his new employee the rules of the horror genre.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			When it comes to horror anthologies, this millennium, Scare Package deserves your attention. Horror anthology films were sturdier then than they are now; think Amicus and Creepshow, but this is one of the few times I’ve been impressed by this format recently. Expect excellent practical effects in all segments, good actors, dialogue that flows, and an impressive level of uniformity.

			Considering all shorts were made by very different artists, the visual continuity is baffling. Photographically, it’s like all segments were directed by the same people. The gore’s always amazing. Whatever budget was invested was spent wisely. That said, the “horror trope” thread comes and goes, because some writers wanted to do their thing and got artsy.

			Segment 1 has a plot driven by mishaps. Segment 2 has two distinct stories that hardly converge. Segment 3 is an embarrassing tale of lycanthropy. Segment 4 is a pointless mindfuck. Segment 5 makes fun of everything campy about slashers. Segment 6 is an inside joke between the writer and himself. In segment 7, a video store clerk, a film critic, and a bunch of strangers run away from a killer.
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INTRODUCTION

An excellent way to celebrate All Hallows’ Eve all
through October, this book contains 96 ranked
reviews of Halloween-themed horror movies.
This year, get ready or the horrorthon of a

lifetimel
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