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Introduction

Imagine a world where children end their day with stories that fill their hearts with kindness, compassion, and the joy of helping others. This is the world we invite you and your children into with Kindness Counts: Bedtime Parables and Lessons from Jesus. In a time where little ones are surrounded by distractions, this collection of timeless parables offers a gentle yet powerful way to bring peace, faith, and love into their lives.

The stories in this book are more than simple bedtime tales. Each one is a carefully retold parable from Jesus, crafted to be engaging, meaningful, and easy for young hearts to understand. These are stories that have shaped generations, teaching values like forgiveness, generosity, and kindness toward others. Through tales like “The Good Samaritan,” “The Prodigal Son,” and “The Lost Coin,” your children will discover that small acts of love make a big difference, and that every kind gesture—whether to friends, family, or even strangers—reflects the heart of God.

This book is perfect for bedtime, wrapping up each day with warmth and a lesson to carry into tomorrow. Each story encourages children to see the world through Jesus’ compassionate eyes, fostering empathy, understanding, and the courage to make positive choices.

Kindness Counts isn’t just a book for children; it’s a gift for the whole family. As you read these stories together, you’ll be building a legacy of values that will last a lifetime. So, settle in with your little ones, turn the pages, and let the stories of Jesus bring peace, love, and joy to your home each night.
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Chapter One:

The Good Samaritan

In a bustling town nestled between green hills and golden fields, there lived a kind man named Samuel. Samuel wasn’t a prince or a soldier; he was just an ordinary man from a place called Samaria. But Samuel had a heart as big as a mountain and eyes that sparkled whenever he saw someone in need.

One sunny morning, Samuel packed a bag with bread, fresh water, and a few shiny coins. He planned to travel to a neighboring village to visit a friend. As he began his journey, he whistled a cheerful tune, enjoying the chirping of the birds and the warmth of the sun on his face.

Little did Samuel know that down the same road, a little while earlier, a man from another town had been traveling. This man was dressed in fine robes and carried a big pouch of coins. He was heading home from the market, and his heart was light with happiness. But suddenly, as he walked through a narrow, shady part of the road, a group of sneaky robbers jumped out from behind the rocks!
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