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Preamble






Though I
shamelessly use words from foreign languages as is, in situ
in the text of the two series, I always try to make them
self-explanatory from the context. Nevertheless, seeing that there
are terms from Spanish, Romanian, Romani Jib (often), Gaelic (very
rarely), Zulu and various other languages, I have been considering
for a while including a glossary. However, since most of the first
series is already published and internationally in circulation, the
most practical way is to make this glossary available for free in
various places so that people who really want to know, can add it
to their book as they grab their copy.

Please note that
none of these words are made up, as opposed to “neothixotropalene
lubri-squatch” (motor grease), “compounding” (a widely-used
plastic-like substance, vaguely organic with slightly uncanny
overtones) and so on. The words in this glossary are used in
languages today; the translation given is as at February 2016;
should any of the words acquire politically abrasive meanings after
this date, I do apologize for failing to see the future.

Here it is,
hopefully complete enough to serve the intended purpose.







Romani
terms:

Many thanks to
my friends from Gypsychat who explained quite a bit of Romani to
me. I miss you guys & girls. We had a lot of fun!






Gadje, gadjo,
gadchey: Refers to a non-gypsy (plural, male and female
respectively). Slightly derogatory association.

Gadzo, gadzi –
Latin Rom: Ditto.

Kathal: Go well,
go gently; can also mean farewell

Yoy, ih yoy:
Exclamation of astonishment or annoyance, also of stress.

Romipen: The
concept of a gypsy’s “gypsyness”, refers to the collective
traditional values and codes. The Romipen is a fascinating concept
and worth reading more about. Please feel free to consult Dr
Google.
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