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Prologue




My name is Dara and I'm 16 years old - in human years that is. I used to be a regular kid. I used to live a normal life with my family - mam, da, big sister Alma and little sister Tally in the small village of Cloone in Ireland. 

[image: ]

We were poor, but my parents scraped the money together to pay for me to go to school. They couldn’t afford to pay for 2 kids, so Tally had to go to work with mam every day. Mam, worked as a washer woman in the convent. 

While mam was working, Tally snooped around the spooky old building, completely unsupervised. Then Tally stumbled across a secret door that led to a hidden library in the convent. Finding that secret door changed everything.  

Me, Tally and our friend Óona from next door, were pulled into an adventure to save a Fairy Ring Fort from being destroyed. A Ring Fort is where The Shee live. The Shee are what fairies are called in Ireland. After we saved the Ring Fort, life went back to normal for a while. 

Then one week before her 13th birthday, Óona got a letter in the post. Suddenly, we were on another hair-raising escapade. During that adventure, I discovered I'm not even human. I'm a Shee Changeling - a fairy kid.

I was placed with a human family by Núada (Noo-uh-da) an evil Shee.  He tried to force me to carry out a deadly mission to kill my friend Óona. I refused to do that. So now I can’t live with my human family in Cloone anymore. Instead, I live with other Shee in a Fairy Ring Fort with Éire (Ay-ra), Óona’s Shee birth mother. 

If this all sounds complicated, don’t stress, by the time I’ve finished telling you my story, it'll all make sense.

I still see Óona and Tally, but I miss my human family and my friends, and I really miss my dog, Rex. I hope mam and da are taking him on walks. I also miss going to school. 

My favourite subjects in school were Science, Math and Architecture. I can study in the Ring Fort but it’s not the same as being in school. I miss ordinary human stuff like hanging out with my friends and playing basketball after school. I miss working on group projects with my classmates and also fieldtrips. Those were the best. 

All in all, though, life is pretty sweet here in the Ring Fort. Did I mention I have wings now? Yeah, that's pretty cool. Especially now that I finally got the hang of flying. Flying is so cool.


      [image: ]I won’t lie,  in the beginning it was a bumpy ride. Like, I just couldn’t get the hang of it. I’m a hundred percent Shee, which means flying should come easy to me. But it didn’t. 
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I could get off the ground OK, but I couldn't stay up. After a few seconds I'd crash down. I finally understood how Tally felt when she couldn’t read. It was so frustrating. 

To make it even more embarrassing, the little water sprites began to follow me everywhere and pester me. “Why do you walk all the time? Why don't you fly Dara?”

“Because I don’t feel like it,” I'd tell them.  Truth was, I just couldn’t.

Every day I would sneak off into the forest to practice, but no matter how hard I tried, I just couldn’t stay in the air. Finally, I broke down and told Éire.

“I know it can be frustrating, but don’t give up Dara,” she said. “You might be just overthinking. Keep trying, keep practicing. Have fun! One day it will just click.” 

[image: ]

Turns out, she was right. I kept trying and one day … BAM! Finally it clicked. I was in the air –  flying and I could stay up. 

Now I zoom around the Ring Fort all day. It’s a blast. I play flying games with the other Shee and chase the little water Sprites around the forest.  Flying is so easy for me now. I can’t believe I ever found it hard. 

Tally and Óona visit the Ring Fort every weekend. While Óona spends time with her mother Éire learning about Magic and her Shee heritage, Tally and me hang out just like old times. 

Tally is super jealous that she can’t fly, but I tell her, “Sis, dems de breaks. You get to go to human school now and I don't.”










  
  

1

A New Adventure Begins





Tally and Óona are due to arrive at the Ring Fort any minute now. Óona's Uncle Liam and Aunt Orla usually pick them up in Rossmore after they take the bus from Cloone. They drop the girls off by the portal at the rowan tree and return later to pick them up. 

I’m hanging out by the rowan tree when I see Éire and Óona walking towards me. I notice Tally isn’t with them. 

I call out, “Hi Óona, where’s Tally?” 

From the looks on their faces, I sense something’s up. “Where’s Tally, isn’t she coming this weekend?” 

Óona and Éire exchange glances before speaking. “Dara, I’m so sorry, but Tally is gone,” Éire says.

“Gone? What do you mean, ‘gone’? Gone where?” 

“A messenger arrived from Núada’s brother,” Éire says. 

I feel my stomach churning, “Núada has a brother!” 

“Yes,” Éire says, a worried look on her face. “Núada’s clan brother Lúgh (Loo) demands to meet with you. He has taken Tally as leverage –  to force you to meet with him. The meeting is at dawn tomorrow on the beach where Núada was defeated.”

“Taken Tally - you mean he’s kidnapped her!” I exclaim. “Is he blaming me for taking down Núada? But I had nothing to do with that! And why are they dragging Tally into this? If Lúgh wants to meet with me, why not just take me and not Tally?”

“I’m sorry Dara. It’s complicated,” Éire says, a look of distress on her face. “The messenger says that if you don’t meet with Lúgh, they won’t let Tally go.”

“Dara, what are you going to do?” Óona asks, really upset by this news. 

“I dunno Óona,” I reply. “It seems I have no choice but to meet Lúgh and find out what he wants. But none of this makes any sense.”

Éire gestures towards the High Chief’s Roundhouse. “Come inside, Dara. There are things I've kept from you. It's time I told you everything.”

Óona and me glance at each other and follow Éire. When we're settled inside the quiet, mossy walls of the Roundhouse, Éire takes my hands in hers and looks into my eyes with a serious expression on her face.

“Dara, I am so sorry to spring this news on you suddenly. I know this is the last thing you would ever want to hear. I hoped I would never have to tell you … but … you are Núada's son. Lúgh is your uncle.”

I leap up in shock. “What? Núada is my father!” I exclaim, horrified by this revelation. “No way!”

Éire takes a deep breath and tells me the whole story from the very beginning. 








  
  

2

Núada’s Revenge





You’ve already heard the story of how Núada got his name – Núada of the Silver Arm,” Éire begins. “A long, long time ago, Núada was the High Chief of all the Shee. 

[image: ]

During a fierce battle, Núada’s hand was cut off. His brother made him a beautiful silver hand that worked just like a real one. From then on, he became known as Núada of the Silver Arm. However, he never got over losing his hand and he blamed humans. As his anger towards humans grew, he became cruel and mean.”

Éire continues, “The change in Núada split the Shee. Those who wanted to be warriors and have Núada as their leader formed the SheeNúa clan. The SheeNúa wanted war and fighting. Those of us who wanted to live in peace and harmony - the SheeÓona, chose Óona as our leader.”

“But Núada’s gone now. Óona and Tally defeated him in the cave,” I say. "He's gone down to the Ocean Realm … to the Land of Lir." 

“True,” Éire says. “But with Núada gone, the SheeNúa have no leader. As Núada’s son, Lúgh sees you as the rightful heir to Núada's leadership. I think they want you to take over as leader of their clan.”

I can’t believe what I’m hearing. “Me! No way! This is bonkers! I don't want to be leader. Why can't Lúgh take over?”

Éire looks at me and sighs. “Dara, only a blood family member can take over as leader of a clan. Lúgh is a clan brother, not blood.”

I’m beginning to get a sense of how Óona must have felt when she suddenly found out she was leader of SheeÓona. A range of emotions sweep over me. But mostly I feel scared and confused.

I feel I’ve been left with no choice. I don’t want anything bad to happen to Tally, so I finally cave and agree to meet Lúgh at dawn on the beach.  

“Can Óona come with me?” I ask Éire.

“It’s better if Óona stays behind in the Ring Fort,” Éire says. “But I will come with you.”
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