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"The great movement of the
spiritual life is from a deaf, non-hearing life to ‘a life of
listening.’ From a life in which we experience ourselves as
separated, isolated, and lonely to a life in which we hear the
guiding and healing voice of God, Who is with us and will never
leave us alone."

Henri Nouwen
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Preface

I really can't explain the way God
speaks to me. The most insignificant thing will catch my eye or ear
and the Lord says, "'This' is like 'that'...see I planned for all
creation, my original or created by my creatures, to shout My
presence for the world to see."

In the previous book, Listening For
His Voice, I put together a montage of Scripture, prose and
poetry. This volume is based on Scripture readings, which are the
“plumb line”, the “measuring tape”, and the “level” for hearing
God’s voice. I have chosen a Scripture from my daily devotions in
which I sensed the Lord was speaking with relevance for me. I pray
this volume will enable ‘listening’ for His voice more clearly,
through the reading of the Word of God and short reflections as
examples of how we can hear and in many places how we should
respond.

My references above, to building
construction, come from seeing throughout the years that it is
important where we build our spirit in Christ and how. The “plumb
line” and the “level” must be true or eventually a building will
tumble. It must be true to “square”. If the “measurement” falls
short or goes too far we also run into trouble. There will gaps if
the measurement is too short and odd angles if too long and they
will need trimming to make them fit.

I love to watch construction. Our home
church just finished a huge building project. I’m sure they had
more measurement problems than I was made privy to, but one floor
actually was almost a foot higher than the floor to which it was to
attach to, on the old building. It had to be ramped up and there
was enough length to make it happen, but somewhere along the line,
a “measurement” didn’t quite match. In this matter, it was managed
well and is aesthetically pleasing. In our lives as Christians we
need to be measuring from a foundation laid in God’s
Word.

He will speak and is always speaking,
but we must measure what we hear by His Word. We do not want to
miscalculate our behavior and our belief without the “plumb line”
or the true “level” of God’s Word.

Can you tell the difference in what
you hear? This is a good rule of thumb to use in learning to
‘listen’ for the voice of the Lord in our everyday Christian
walk:
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The world, the flesh and the devil are
pushing against a time limitation, for their time is running out.
So is ours. The Bible tells us that we must work while it is yet
day for the night comes when no man can work.






John 9:4 I must work the
works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night comes, when
no man can work.






Jesus’ last words to us in Scripture
should be our goal.






Matthew 28:18 And Jesus
came and spoke unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.19 Go therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you.






As believers we witness the Gospel of
Christ and disciple those who come to Jesus Christ. We have to
learn how to ‘listen’ to His voice. We cannot tell another person
about experiencing the ‘listening’ process, if we ourselves have
not learned. Our knowledge of and obedience to the Word of God is
necessary. The Bible tells us that the world will know us by our
love for one another and we cannot know how to love as Christ loved
unless we know Him.

Our relationship with Jesus will show
in all we do. We are not perfect, but we are forgiven and our daily
walk and relationship with Him will show in how we treat others
that we are in relationship with now. If I treat my husband
unkindly, it will not show Christ. If I am stingy or arrogant, the
light of Christ will not be shining for those around to see. In
making disciples, the example works best, just as it does in
raising children. They do what they see, not what they hear. Our
words will only be effective if our behavior matches.

The world, the flesh and the devil
have flash and shine, but they condemn us to an unsatisfied life.
There is no fulfilling or lasting satisfaction in all the striving
for money, power, pleasure, or knowledge. Our only joy and hope is
in Christ Jesus. He satisfies our every longing even in the midst
of the most undesirable of circumstances.

Our circumstances, negative or
positive in the realm of the physical, mental, financial or
emotional do not carry into eternity, but we ourselves are eternal
beings.

I pray that these short examples,
Bible study tools, will help us to see more of Christ in the mirror
and hear the voice of the Lord in every breath we take throughout
our day.






†






Throughout our lives we hear, read and
see volumes of information. Some of this input is non-influential,
but a lot of it sticks somewhere in our mental computer. When my
mind goes into overload I have to come back to the basics of God’s
Word. As I grow older, I keep lists and am aware that many of my
friends and family have been making lists and marking them off as
they travel through their days. I write down a lot of things that
need remembering, sometimes not remembering why it’s written down.
The Word of God is written down for our benefit.






2 Timothy 3:16 All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness.






† † †






Listening for His voice, Volume
One, was dedicated as a heritage for my children. Those would
be children who were given to me as spiritual children along life’s
way, since I have no physical children.

God clearly states in Scripture, that,
we are to "tell our children the great things He has done, when
we put them to bed at night, when we get up in the morning, during
the day as we walk with them on the way." It is my desire to
continue that heritage in this volume and give examples of how I
hear what God is saying. I want to disciple by example, the new
“children” in the faith, and not so new; telling the great things
God has done in my life and wants to do in yours.






Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou
shall teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when thou walk by the way, and
when thou lie down, and when thou rise up.






Deuteronomy 11:19 says word
for word the same thing.






Proverbs 22:6 Train up a
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it.






Joel 1:3 Tell your children
of it, and let your children tell their children, and their
children another generation.






The heritage of faith we receive must
be passed on in love and truth, with great care and clarity. The
next generation will have no heritage of faith if we falter in our
charge to “disciple” and be a godly spiritual influence. We must
know the Word of God, but more importantly know and build a
relationship with our Maker, Lord and Savior, and pass it
on.

I cannot teach ‘how to hear’ the Voice
of the Lord, but I can give you examples of how I have heard the
Lord in the daily reading of Scripture. In Listening for His
Voice, I talked about the odd incident of hearing the Lord say
to me during my devotional time to ‘go fly a kite’. It seemed to me
to be a strange idea, but following the thought out and
“LISTENING” for His voice, I learned a lot about my
relationship to Him and how important Jesus is to my life and
testimony. He is my Anchor (the string that keeps me tethered), my
Guide (the rudder effect of the tail), the Path (clear and
straight) on which I walk and run, and He carries me by the wind of
His Spirit (so I don’t crash to the ground or get caught in the
branches of a tree).

As my husband has said often, “I can’t
go on your blind date!” Each of us must take the time, pray,
‘listen’ and obey for ourselves. I pray these examples of what I
have heard while reading portions of Scripture will give you a
concept that will work for you in building your relationship with
Jesus Christ. When we continue in our walk with the Lord, we become
the people He intended us to be. We are changed into His likeness,
transformed by His love and the Word, from doing it on our own for
ourselves and making a mess, to walking in step with our Holy
Savior, following His way and finding peace, love, joy and meaning
in this life.






Romans 12:2 And be not
conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.






[image: tmp_a70b56a8bfa773a06654b791ff003657_1YtcZg_html_m2567d853.jpg]











​ Ponder






Luke 2:19 But Mary kept all these
things, and pondered them in her
heart.






When we hear good things, good news,
do we ponder it in our heart?






Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things. (Ponder means to think about or put your mind
on deliberately.)






Mary had visitors come to see her boy
child and they were an unusual mix of shepherds and wise men. One
set came immediately as the angel hosts had gotten their attention
in the fields that night. The other set saw a phenomenon in the sky
also, but it was a star, called “His” star, the star of a king, and
had to travel a long way. They brought gifts and honored this
child. Mary was already aware of His special status herself, but
her awe continued in the provision of God’s guests.

Her days were not untroubled, but I
imagine they were like those of any other little mother, feeding
and cuddling and singing songs to Him. Her awe at the creation of
this child from her womb had to be overwhelming at
times.

I do not have children, but I have
held my nieces and nephews and other children with tears running
down my cheeks at the beauty of this small totally dependent
person, whose warmth and softness stirs my heart. Can you imagine
how Mary felt? I can’t come close in my wildest imagination.
Nonetheless the reality of Christ in me the hope of glory is most
awesome in my soul and I ponder that
daily.






†






Awesome






Psalm 33:6 By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of
His mouth. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap:
He lays up the depth in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the
Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.






In the vernacular of the day, lots of
things are “awesome dude”; but not nearly as awesome as the
Creator and creation.

Speaking of awe, is there any
awe in your life today? The truth of the Word of God strikes
me as awesome. Asking questions is something that gives me
an idea of where I myself am with Christ. Just the reiterating of
the creation in this Psalm causes questions. Job had questions and
God answered. Job got the dressing down of his life, but in his
humility, God restored to him all and more as a servant who was
righteous from the beginning.

Job would not curse God and die as his
wife recommended in Job’s worst moments. Our worst moments and
circumstances cannot make us deny our salvation. Many of the
martyrs throughout the ages, praised God, sang Psalms and hymns and
even asked to be killed differently from Jesus, so that Jesus would
still have all the glory. It’s hard to comprehend that today there
are Christians in other parts of the world that are dying for their
faith. Even as I write today, Coptic Christians in Egypt are having
their churches burned and suffering death and deprivation for their
faith. There are Christian pastors who are imprisoned for their
faith and suffering not only separation from their families here,
but torture and depravation in foreign lands. I pray for them God’s
speed in release and return. I pray that their captors will see the
awesome presence of God in their demeanor and find a
relationship with Jesus themselves.

Would I die for my faith? Would I
suffer some terrible fate for my Jesus? I hope that I will not be
put to the test, but pray that I would stand firm. “God, help us be
awesome faithful witnesses to our death.”






†






Faith






Hebrews 11:13 These all died in
faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth.14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they
seek a country. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God:
for He has prepared for them a city.17 By faith Abraham…. 20 By
faith Isaac…. 21 By faith Jacob…. 22 By faith
Joseph….






Our faith in God’s promises is
not always seen immediately. The one that stands out is His
faithfulness to provide for us. We have clothing, and food
to eat. Remember the lilies of the field, how well they are dressed
and the birds of the air, how well they are fed? [Matthew
6:25-34]

God’s provision goes far beyond our
natural temporal need. All those men and women mentioned in Hebrews
were waiting for the coming Messiah, their redemption. They lived
as though it was a done deed. They knew He was coming and they
counted on it. It came to pass. Not while they were on this earth,
but their faith remained strong.

I think Joseph is my favorite, he had
all kinds of trouble. Sold into slavery by his own brothers; hit on
by Potiphar’s wife and thrown in prison; then as he remains
faithful to God, rises to the ranking officer in the kingdom and is
in position to rescue his entire family in time of
famine.

In Genesis 39 it says, "From the
time that he [Potiphar] made him overseer in his house and over all
that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's
sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and
field." That means that God also caused blessing to come to
everyone with whom Joseph came into contact.

The question…are we a blessing to
those whose lives we touch because of our faith in Jesus
Christ?






† † †






I want to take a break here after 3
short ‘thought provoking’ writings to explain a bit about how I
hear and hope that it makes sense to you. Often when a ‘word’ jumps
out at me as I am reading and thinking about it, a devotional
thought almost begins to write itself.






Psalm 18:20 The Lord
rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the
cleanness of my hands has He recompensed me. 21 For I have kept the
ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God. 22
For all His judgments were before me, and I did not put away His
statutes from me. 23 I was also upright before Him, and I kept
myself from mine iniquity. 24 Therefore has the Lord recompensed me
according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my
hands in His eyesight. 25 With the merciful You will show Yourself
merciful; with an upright man You will show Yourself upright; 26
With the pure You will show Yourself pure; and with the froward You
will show Yourself froward. 27 For You will save the afflicted
people; but will bring down high looks. 28 For You will light my
candle: the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness. 29 For by You I
have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.
30 As for God, His way is perfect: the word of the Lord is tried:
He is a buckler to all those that trust in Him. 31 For who is God
save the Lord? or who is a rock save our God? 32 It is God that
girds me with strength, and makes my way perfect. 33 He makes my
feet like hinds' feet, and sets me upon my high places.






I enjoy reading this Scripture lesson
again and it refreshes my memory and instills a greater faith. God
is ‘perfect’ and ‘true’. He shields us, He is the 'refuge',
the 'rock' who makes us safe and steady. He equips us with strength
and helps us to walk blameless before Him. He keeps us from
stumbling and lifts us up higher, above the turmoil. No matter the
circumstances He holds us in the palm of His hand.

He trains us, by His Word, to do
battle against the world, the devil and our own fleshly
nature.






Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.11
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.12 For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places.13 Wherefore take to yourself the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore, having your loins wrapped
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;15
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;16
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith you shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.17 And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching always with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints;






God supports us and is gentle and
kind. He guides our steps.






Psalm 32:8 I will instruct
you and teach you in the way you should go, I will counsel you with
my eye upon you.






He lights our way one step at a time,
[Psalm 119:105] and we do not slip, but should we fall, [Psalm
27:34] He will lift us up again.

God teaches us something from His Word
every time, yes I mean EVERY time we read it ‘IF’ we are attentive,
He will give us something to chew on for the whole day, but we must
be ‘listening’ with our spiritual ears. The still small whisper
that sounds like it's just behind us a bit.






Isaiah 30:21 And your ears
shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in
it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the
left.






As one of my teachers often says, “I
don't make this stuff up”...it is God's Word, and it is for us this
day. We have the best INSURANCE and ASSURANCE policy in all of
creation. No one can legislate it, no one can steal it, and we are
the only ones who can walk away from it. Not smart! I want to
reiterate again, GOD is always speaking, but we are not always
listening. Let us look at a few more examples of how ‘listening’
happens.






†






Holy Trinity






John 14:6 Jesus said to
him, I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man comes unto the
Father, but by Me. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the
Father in Me: or else believe Me for the very works'
sake.






Holy Trinity is not an actual
term used in the Scriptures, but hints begin in Genesis 1:26 And
God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness…

By the time we get to chapter 14 of
John’s Gospel, the disciples have been with Him quite awhile. The
concept written in the Gospel is a difficult one to comprehend. The
doctrine of the Holy Trinity has been explained throughout
our spiritual history. “Oh, it’s like an egg; a shell, a yolk and
white.” Or however someone has explained it to you. It is a concept
that needs ‘faith’.

Jesus is talking with the disciples
and Philip asks, “show us the Father.” Jesus, I think, gives a very
deep sigh before He answers. The disciples have walked with Him,
prayed with Him, eaten with Him; could they not see a difference in
His demeanor, the always ‘listening’ mode? Jesus told them; “I only
do and say what the Father does and says.” The connection is vital
to the whole Gospel; the “Three in One.” I can’t explain the
Holy Trinity to you; I can’t explain it to myself. This is
why our faith is sometimes called a mystery. There is mystery
because we cannot comprehend God’s ways or thoughts. Jesus’ words
and command in Matthew 28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” gives us the concept
and the order of our naming this 3 in 1 concept.

This brings me to the verses that help
me the most, in my inadequate comprehension.






Isaiah 55:8 For My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the
Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts.






Scientists continue to find that the
heavens are higher than even they have imagined. Why would I, a
simple but faithful believer, concern myself with things too high
for me? It is faith!






†






A Good Report






Joshua 1:1 Now after the
death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the
Lord spoke unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying. 3
Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have
I given to you, as I said unto Moses. 5 There shall not any man be
able to stand before you all the days of your life: as I was with
Moses, so I will be with you: I will not fail you, nor forsake
you.6 Be strong and of a good courage: 7 Only be strong and very
courageous, 9 Have not I commanded you? Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be dismayed: for the Lord thy God
is with you where ever you go.
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