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INTRODUCTION

Jefferson County is located on the northern part of Washington State's Olympic Peninsula, about 60 miles northwest of Seattle. The county was named in honor of President Thomas Jefferson who, by commissioning the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1806), was instrumental in the exploration of the Pacific Northwest. While living in Jefferson County for the past several years, I learned some interesting, but quirky information about it, which I describe in this book.

President Jefferson himself was, in some respects, rather eccentric, if not strange. Some of his quirks can be construed as negative, while others have their positive attributes. Jefferson manifested a somewhat dark side of his personality regarding animals. For example, after purchasing a shepherd's dog named Grizzly, he decided its progeny was too troublesome. So, he killed them. He also ordered his foreman to execute all of his slaves' dogs because he didn't want them eating his sheep. Although Jefferson wasn't exactly a church-going man, he created his own Bible by cutting out parts of it that he didn't like.

Thomas Jefferson was a very intelligent attorney but, surprisingly, as a politician, he intensely disliked speaking in public. In fact, sometimes he became so anxious before appearing before a crowd, he would fake illness. Allegedly, Jefferson gave only two speeches during his entire presidency—both of them during his inauguration—but he spoke so softly that newspapers printed his words in advance so spectators could understand what he was saying. And to escape delivering his State of the Union addresses, Jefferson wrote out the speeches, then had someone read them aloud as he spoke quietly.

Jefferson revealed a more positive side of his personal life regarding food. He lived on a nearly vegetarian diet, courtesy of his two-acre garden. He also introduced macaroni and cheese to the United States, and he wrote the earliest known American recipe for vanilla ice cream.
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The Strange Brewfest

The "Strange Brewfest" is an annual winter celebration that takes place on Friday and Saturday of the last weekend of January in the historic Victorian city of Port Townsend, Washington in Jefferson County. First established in 2005 by co-founders Nina Law and Mark Burr, this unique festival challenges brewers to showcase their knowledge, creative talents, and very unusual beers at this one-of-a-kind indoor and outdoor event. Each year the festival poses the tongue-in-cheek question: "What could we possibly flavor beer with, even if we should not?"

This two-day suds-soaked event gets weird, with many owners of the Pacific Northwest's most inventive and passionate craft breweries, serving up their latest concoctions as well as some of their signature ales. Craft brewers from around the area bring a few barrels of the strangest, most creative, and unforgettable beer and cider that they can concoct to compete for the title of "Strangest Brew." Some of the concoctions have included chicken waffle beer, cotton candy beer, red hot cider, Yoda's Green Tea Golden Ale, and Chocolate Bourbon Spiced Imperial Porter. Participants pay $30 for a 6-ounce souvenir-tasting cup and the ability to taste any or all of the strange brews in exchange for a token ($1.50 each).
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