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INTRODUCTION

There's a moment in every friendship where you realize the person beside you has become more than just a friend. That the inside jokes and late-night conversations and comfortable silences have transformed into something deeper.

For some people, that realization comes easily. For others, it takes twenty years, a wrong engagement, and the courage to risk everything.

This is the story of Sarah and James. Best friends since third grade. Partners in crime. Each other's person through everything life threw at them.

This is the story of how friendship became love. How love was always there, hiding in plain sight. How sometimes the person you're meant to be with has been standing next to you all along.

This is the story of being more than friends.
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Twenty Years
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Sarah Mitchell had known James Cordero for exactly twenty years, three months, and fourteen days. Not that she was counting.

Okay, maybe she was counting. But when someone has been your best friend since third grade, you remember these things. Like how they met on the playground when Danny Richardson was pulling her hair and James told him to stop. Like how they bonded over a shared love of chocolate milk and dinosaurs. Like how they'd been inseparable ever since.

Twenty years. Two decades. An entire lifetime of friendship.

Sarah sat in her apartment on a Friday night, wine glass in hand, watching James play video games on her couch. This was their ritual. Every Friday. Sometimes they went out. Usually they stayed in. Ordered takeout. Watched movies. Played games. Just existed in each other's space.

"You're terrible at this," Sarah commented as James's character died for the third time.

"I'm distracted."

"By what? Your stunning lack of hand-eye coordination?"

James paused the game and turned to look at her. Sarah felt that familiar flutter in her stomach. The one she'd been ignoring for... how long now? A year? Two?
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