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CHAPTER 1




What Causes the End to Come?



But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

1 Peter 4:7


			The end of a life is always precipitated by something.  This book seeks to find out what causes the “end” to happen.  What will end your life?  What will end your ministry?  

			  What can end life as you know it?  Is there anything that has the power to precipitate the end of all things in your life?  

			How does the end come?  What makes things come to an end?  

			The end of everything is death!  There are many causes of death.  There are also many things that have ended the ministries of God’s servants.  In this book, you will see what ended the ministries of God’s great servants.  Through this revelation, your ministry will be delivered from ending in the same unfortunate way.  

			… and then shall the end come.

			Matthew 24:14

			Death and accidents are never taken lightly anywhere in the world because they signify the end of life. When a plane crashes, great efforts are made to find out why the plane crashed.  When a flight from Rio de Janeiro to Paris crashed in the deepest part of the seas, unmanned nuclear submarines were deployed to locate the little black box of the plane.  The airline desperately wanted to know why a perfectly normal jet would disappear in mid-air and plunge into the ocean.  Indeed, the same thing could happen again, affecting even more people.  

			You must learn from anything that has been brought to an end.  You must study the endings of ministries. You must analyse the endings of people’s lives. 

			You must learn also from anyone who has been brought to an unfortunate end.  Whatever has happened to someone can happen to you.  Many things happen for our admonition.  

			Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

			1 Corinthians 10:11

			Many of the characters in this book came to an unfortunate end. It is important to know why their lives ended.  It is important to know why people’s ministries come to an end. What is it that triggers the end? What will trigger the end for you?  What will be the sign of the end of your ministry on this earth?

			What will bring an end to the church?  What will bring the end to your church?  There are many churches that I know of which have come to an end. They do not exist any longer.  Our church has bought buildings that belonged to other churches that came to an end.  What is it that will end your church’s lifecycle?  A famous man of God once said, “The church must send or it will end!” This is a true saying and we must examine it so that we receive the wisdom from this mysterious statement.





CHAPTER 2




The End of Lucifer’s Ministry



Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  

Ezekiel 28:14


		


			Lucifer was anointed.  Lucifer knows more about the anointing than you probably do.  Lucifer was the anointed cherub. He lived and worked on the holy mountain of God. Lucifer’s work included walking up and down before the presence of God in the midst of stones of fire.  Lucifer’s ministry came to an unfortunate end.  Lucifer was brought down from his high and lofty ministry.  This unfortunate demise and demotion is what satan wishes for everyone he attacks. He wants everyone to fall and to be destroyed just as he was destroyed.  

			Lucifer fell before our world began.  Lucifer means “the shining one.”  He was the morning star, unique and radiant.  Lucifer was the most gifted, most outstanding of all the angels.  It is only after Lucifer fell that he was changed into what we now know as satan, the dragon. Satan simply means the “opposer.”  Lucifer has changed from a bright, shining, attractive angel into an ugly opposer and adversary.  

			Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

			Ezekiel 28:15

			The reign of Lucifer, as he was known, came to an end. What contributed to his destruction?  Pride brought the life and ministry of Lucifer to an abrupt and tragic end.  

			Your ministry will come to an end because of your pride.

			Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

			For thou hast said in thine heart, I WILL ASCEND into heaven, I WILL EXALT my throne above the stars of God: I WILL SIT ALSO upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I WILL ASCEND above the heights of the clouds; I WILL BE LIKE the most High.

			Isaiah 14:11-14

			The original sin of Lucifer was pride and selfish ambition.  Lucifer was lifted up in pride.  He said, “I will” five times.   Each time he said, “I will” he was exalting himself in pride.  His pride led to his destruction.  God responded to Lucifer’s proudly spoken “I will” statements.  Almighty God released five “I will” statements to counteract each of Lucifer’s proud “I wills.” 

			Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I WILL CAST THEE AS PROFANE out of the mountain of God: and I WILL DESTROY THEE, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I WILL CAST THEE TO THE GROUND, I WILL LAY THEE BEFORE KINGS, that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore WILL I BRING FORTH A FIRE FROM THE MIDST OF THEE, it shall devour thee, and I WILL BRING THEE TO ASHES upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

			Ezekiel 28:15-18

			When God spoke those statements, Lucifer’s reign as the shining one came to an end. He was cast to the ground and became nothing.  This was the end of Lucifer!  Lucifer’s end came because of pride.  Your end can also come because of pride.  The church can also end because of pride. Pride does not just come before a fall. Pride comes before your destruction.  

			I have appointed thousands of pastors into the ministry.  I have also had the unfortunate experience of dealing with difficulties, sin and rebellion.  I can surely say every single one of these difficult cases involved pride.  You may think that a person just has a problem with immorality.  However, you will always find the element of pride somewhere. Usually, immoral people become proud in their sin and this gives them a false confidence to carry on going further and further into sin.  It is this pride that often leads them to be discovered, unravelled and uncovered.  

			Rebellious and disloyal men are often proud. It is their pride that gives them the confidence to attack authorities.  It is pride that enables people to attack their fathers and speak to them as equals.  

			When people are proud, they set aside ancient scriptures and re-evaluate teachings they themselves have taught. They will say things like; “Honour your father does not mean you should be blind to your father’s obvious errors”.  Proud people begin to say things like, “Touch not the Lord’s anointed is a scripture that is being misused and misunderstood by authority figures who are doing wrong things.”  

			Pride was the end of Lucifer and pride is usually the end of many in the ministry.  

			Pride is like a virus which has many presentations.  A viral disease can present as weakness, fever, loss of smell, pain, depression, general malaise, severe life-threatening symptoms, headaches, nausea, vomiting, dizziness and so on.  Indeed, you can hardly tell what sickness you are suffering from when you experience a viral illness.  

			Pride is like that!  It has so many presentations. A proud person may manifest by laughing at someone.  A proud person may manifest by talking about someone, criticizing someone. Pride may manifest itself in the topic you choose to preach about or write about.  Plain confidence may even be a manifestation of pride.  Over confidence may be a more obvious manifestation of pride.  Quarrelling and contention are signs of pride. Only pride makes you have certain quarrels. The Bible describes this. 

			Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.

			Proverbs 13:10

			It is important to pray for the Spirit of humility so that you are enveloped in a cloak of humility.  Pride is waiting at the door to end your ministry.  The end will come when pride takes over.   Fight to be a humble person. The greatest gift you can have is the gift of humility, lowliness and meekness.  These character traits are easier listed than achieved.  It is easy to say “I want to be humble” but it is not easy to be humble.  It is not easy to be humble because it is not easy to know when you are not being humble.  

			God will give you many experiences that will force you to be humble.  Most of these experiences are the painful disappointments of life.  In the ministry, you can sit down in disillusionment, discouragement and disbelief, wondering how you got yourself into certain situations and how you will ever climb back into a higher level.  God has a plan for you.  God will fight for you and help you when you genuinely call on Him. 

			Mary the mother of Jesus was chosen to do the greatest job a woman could ever ask for.  She was to bear the Son of God. She was to carry the holy seed and present the Saviour to the world. Why was she blessed among women?  Was it because of her singing gift? Was it because of her beauty? Was it because of her preaching ability? I do not think so! It was because of her humility.  

			There is only one passage that records the words of the Holy Virgin Mary.  In this passage, she uses words which give us a revelation of whom she was. 

			She says; You have regarded my low estate! You have lifted up someone who is of a low degree! 

			These two descriptions, low degree and low estate, reveal the humility and lowliness of Mary. No wonder she was chosen.  Humility is the beginning of wisdom when you are relating with God.  Pride is the end of the relationship with God.  

			And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  FOR HE HATH REGARDED THE LOW ESTATE OF HIS HANDMAIDEN: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. HE HATH PUT DOWN THE MIGHTY FROM THEIR SEATS, AND EXALTED THEM OF LOW DEGREE.

			Luke 1:46-52
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