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FOREWORD


In the early summer of 1944 I found myself curious about what seemed a strange subject indeed—the Holy Ghost. It was not that I had heard any sermon on this topic, or read a book, or been a part of some lively discussion group. Indeed, nothing overt had happened to spark this curiosity. It was rather as if I were hearing for the first time a replay of a lifetime of ecclesiastical garnishes that had hitherto floated past me—the endings of prayers, benedictions, christenings, communions, weddings and the like using the term “Holy Ghost” or “Holy Spirit.” An inner spotlight now focused on this. Questions nagged and would not be silenced. . . . What was so significant about this spooky-sounding term? Why had the Church clung tenaciously to something seemingly so archaic? In short, what was this all about?

With the perspective of the years, I now know that God Himself had carefully planted the curiosity in me. For it was no passing whim. It did not go away, and it had ample emotional, intellectual, and volitional energy fueling it to keep me at a summer-long quest for answers to my questions.

I decided to go to the one place I could count on for final authoritative truth—the Bible. Scripture had never yet deceived me or led me astray. From long experience I knew that the well-worn words from an old church ordinance had it exactly right—the Bible still is “the only infallible rule of faith and practice.”

At the same time I also knew that the search in Scripture could be no random dipping in; it had to be thorough and all-inclusive. A Bible, a Cruden’s Concordance, a loose-leaf notebook, pen, and colored pencils were my only tools.

All summer I gave a minimum of an hour a day to this. Using the various terms referring to the third Person of the Trinity, I looked up every reference in the Concordance, Old and New Testament. Morning by morning revealed new truths—new to me at least. Such as that in Old Testament times only certain prophets, priests, and kings were given the Spirit. Even then, the Spirit was given them only “by measure”—that is, a partial giving. So that was why Joel’s prophecy,1 fulfilled at Pentecost, was such startling news: in that great day the Spirit for the first time in history became available to all flesh, no longer “by measure” but in His fullness!


Or on another morning I discovered that John the Baptist, as the forerunner of Christ, was granted a unique gift—the Spirit from birth.2 Jesus on the other hand, did not receive the baptism of the Spirit until He was about thirty years old at the time John baptized Him in the Jordan. Up to that time, Christ had performed no miracles or “mighty works.” So even the Son of God Himself did not dare begin His public ministry without the power of the Spirit.


The messages kept piling up. I discovered that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not something that happens automatically at conversion. His coming to us and living within us is a gift, the best gift the Father can give us. But the Father always waits on our volition. Jesus told us that we have to desire this gift, ask for it—ask for Him.

Something else shimmered through too. It’s the Spirit who is the Miracle-Worker. When our churches ignore Him, no wonder they are so devoid of answered prayer. No wonder they have rationalized and developed an unscriptural position: the belief that miracles were only for the beginning years of the faith to get the Church started.

Rather, the truth is that Scripture assumes miracles. And the Helper (one of the names Jesus gave the Holy Spirit) always brings miracles in His wake, moves in the climate of miracles, expects them.

By now I was excited. I was also increasingly incredulous about the silence of the churches on this subject. How was it that I could not recall ever hearing a sermon on the Holy Spirit? Why was this not taught in Sunday School?

Naturally, I did not keep quiet about the search I was on. My enthusiasm for my mounting discoveries was shared with Peter Marshall. It was happily inevitable that the study had to spill over into life. We asked for the great gift of the Spirit. Very quietly, by faith, we received Him—with immense richness and blessing added to our lives, The blessings have followed across the years and, for me, the unfolding joy of ever-new learning is still going on.

That was how, during the last years of Peter Marshall’s life, two strong strands of teaching emerged in his ministry—a greater emphasis than ever on healing through prayer, and the beginning of an emphasis on the Holy Spirit. The healing renewal in the Church had begun in the Anglican Church in England and was at that time beginning to be reflected in Episcopal circles in America. But so far as Peter and I knew, there was no one who shared our new-found enthusiasm for the Holy Spirit’s mission in our contemporary world. After all, this was twenty years before the tremendous revival of interest in the subject in the sixties.

Then in 1945 the editor of the Presbyterian monthly devotional magazine Today asked Peter to author an issue. Up to that time, each issue had been a miscellany of thirty or thirty-one assorted topics. Peter suggested to the editor that he and I coauthor the devotionals, and that they be the study of a single topic for the month. The editor agreed. The topic Peter and I chose was the Holy Spirit.

The resultant July 1945 issue of Today met with a surprising response. Copies were quickly exhausted, with readers writing in for more copies. In the next two or three years this issue was reprinted once, then again. As late as 1954 Today’s editor was writing in “The Editor’s Visit” in the front of the April issue:

Requests for back issues of Today on “The Holy Spirit,” written by the Marshalls, keep coming to the Editor’s office, but he is sorry to report that the supply is completely exhausted.

Those 1945 devotionals taken from the original summer-long study form the core of the material that follows. Since the Holy Spirit must and ever will be our Teacher, to that first material I have added more of His teaching and the insights He has given in the years since.

Back in 1945 Peter and I could never have foreseen the amazing resurgence of the Spirit that began early in the sixties and by 1966-67 was in full swing. By ten years later, at least 500,000 members of mainline Protestant churches and 2,000,000 Catholics were involved in this renewal. Books on the subject began flooding from the presses.

Even with all this interest in the Holy Spirit, many church members are still wondering (just as I did back in 1944) whether this is another religious fad that will fade like all other fads. And whether its proponents are odd, eccentric people, just another brand of fanatics? Finally, whether this Helper can have any important bearing on his or her life?

If such wonderings are more than a passing vagary, the inquirer then speculates about where he can get reliable information about the Spirit. To such a seeker, I could give no better reply than that Dr. A. B. Simpson gave to some inquirers about the gospel of healing back in 1915:

I sent them to their homes to read God’s Word for themselves and ponder and pray . . . [because one must be] fully persuaded of the Word of God in this matter. This is the only sure foundation of rational and Scriptural faith. Your faith must rest on the great principles and promises of the Bible, or it never can stand the testing of the oppositions and trials that are sure to come. You must be so sure that this is part of the gospel and the redemption of Christ that all the teachings and reasonings of the best of men cannot shake you. . .3


Dr. Simpson’s advice is as sound and applicable to the baptism of the Spirit as to healing. The purpose then of the devotionals that follow is to go back to Scripture to discover what it would teach us about the Helper. Let the Bible speak to you where you are. You can trust it. Have no fear about resting your whole weight and, indeed, your very life on its message.

It is a shining promised land into which the Holy Spirit would lead all of us, that land prepared for the heirs—the beloved sons and daughters of the King. We do not have to wait for death to enter. It is for the here and now.

But the promised land won’t come to us. Our entering in is volitional: it is necessary that we make up our minds and our wills to rise and enter.

When we do, the promise is sure.

Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you. . .4


No wonder the gospel is “glad tidings of great joy to all men!”

Catherine Marshall

Evergreen Farm, Virginia

October 5, 1977


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


Since the Helper can never be packaged or programmed to fit any man-devised plan, the way to approach this book is with open expectancy. It has been written out of my own spiritual need to speak to those who share my longing for thirst-quenching quaffs of the Living Water.

The forty “helps,” of course, are ideal for the forty days of Lent as a devotional guide—either for individuals or for study groups. But The Helper is also a book for all seasons just as the power of the Holy Spirit is needed every day of the year to help us cope with the problems and complexities of the difficult times we are living in.

For individual use, I recommend setting aside the same time each day, in the same quiet place, for reading, checking Bible references, and personal prayer. It helps to be very specific in one’s prayer requests. This can become an exciting experiment by the keeping of a Prayer Log in which each petition is jotted down by date, with space left to record the date of the answer as well as details about how it came.

The little feature His Word for You at the end of each Help came from all the Scripture promises I began copying in a notebook about two years ago. This is the rationale that led me to begin searching out the promises . . .

If one of us were notified that a wealthy man had included us in his will, we would be eager to know what that man’s “last will and testament” said.

It is not by chance that the word testament is used in Scripture—Old Testament. . . New Testament.

Our Father is very wealthy. And the news is out; the richest One in the universe has designated us among His heirs. How eagerly we should be searching His will and testament to find out exactly what it is He has bequeathed us.

Anyone’s inheritance always comes first in the form of a statement of intent, some promises on a piece of paper. Our inheritance from the Father follows the same order. Some of these promises have conditions attached, some do not. When we meet the condition, then the promise becomes a prophecy of what will come about. So it would be accurate to think of His Word for You as your personal word of prophecy, something to anticipate with greatest joy.

What a treasure these promises are! With the door of the treasure house open to us, why should we remain hungry paupers when we are heirs of the Father and joint-heirs with the Father’s only-begotten, beloved Son!

Step out then to claim joyously each one of your bequests.

C. M.


PART I


Introducing
the Helper

 


1


WHO IS THE HELPER?

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another . . . Helper . . . that He may remain with you forever.

…. you know and recognize Him, for He lives with you [constantly] and will be in you.

(JOHN 14:16, 17, AMPLIFIED)

Most of us begin by thinking of the Holy Spirit as an influence, something ghostly, floating, ethereal that produces a warm and loving feeling in us. We betray this misconception by using the impersonal pronoun “it” when speaking of the Spirit.

But the Helper is no influence; He is rather a Person—one of the three Persons of the Godhead. As such. He possesses all the attributes of personality. He has a mind;5 He has knowledge;6 He has a will.7


In addition, the Spirit acts and forms relationships only possible with a person. Check for yourself these texts:

He speaks (Acts 1:16)

He prays (Romans 8:26, 27)

He teaches (John 14:26)

He works miracles (Acts 2:4; 8:39)

He can be resisted (Acts 7:51)

He commands (Acts 8:29; 11:12; 13:2)

He forbids (Acts 16:6,7)

The Helper’s work on earth today is also to administrate the Church, Christ’s body on earth. For instance, He sets ministers over churches.8 He distributes varying gifts and ministries to individual members of the Church,9 and so on.


To crown all this, the Spirit, being a Person, is a Friend whom we can come to know and to love. One of His most lovable characteristics is that He deliberately submerges Himself in Jesus; He works at being inconspicuous.

This was illustrated recently at a banquet honoring a woman retiring from twenty-five years as head of the Sunday School Beginner’s Department. Patiently, without self-consciousness, she had endured the speeches praising her.

Then she rose to speak. In three minutes, as the Spirit spoke through her, she preached one of the most eloquent sermons we had ever heard . . .

“All these years,” she told us, “the children have been teaching me about Jesus. He’s real to them, and they have made Him more real to me than I would have thought possible twenty-five years ago.”

Her eyes were twinkling. “For instance, I remember the little boy who burst out with, ‘If Jesus came right through that door now, I’d run right up and hug Him.’

“I owe such a great deal to the children. . . .”

As she sat down, we no longer thought of her—only of Jesus.

And that is typical of the Helper. Always there is transparency in His personality so that Jesus can shine through. It is the Spirit’s specific work to reveal facets of the Lord’s personality rather than His own to us; to woo us and lead us to that Other, to glorify Him, to bring Him and His words to our remembrance.10


There are those who wonder whether the present-day movement of the Spirit may not be placing too great an emphasis on this Third Person of the Trinity. We need not be troubled about that. For the Helper always sees to it that He acts as a spotlight, ever focused on Jesus, so that we are not aware of the spotlight itself, only of that One who stands bathed in the brilliant illumination.

Thus an authentic hallmark of the believer baptized in the Spirit is that Jesus as a living Person becomes more real to him than ever before. That is the Spirit’s glorious gift to you and me.

HELPFUL READING:

John 16:7-31

HIS WORD FOR YOU:

He is eager to answer us.

And it shall be that before they call I will answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear.

(ISAIAH 65:24, AMPLIFIED)

PRAYER:

Lord, I need the Helper today because I need to have the greatest gift of all, that You become real to me. There is not a single part of my life where I do not need Your help, Lord Jesus. Forgive me for those days when I haven’t taken the time to talk things over with You. When I ignore You, I am the loser. Sometimes I tell myself that I am too busy to pray. That is self-deception. The truth is that I have a strange resistance to face You and to be honest with You. Lord, I give You permission to melt that resistance.

Today I ask the Helper to nudge me into using the day’s chinks of time to pray—when I’m driving or walking, or standing in line for something, or waiting my turn in the dentist’s or doctor’s office. So help me to practice Your Presence, Lord. Amen.


2


WHY DO I NEED THE HELPER?

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.

(ACTS 1:8, RSV)

Jesus was about thirty years old when He asked John the Baptist to baptize Him. Behind Him lay “the hidden years” of which we catch only glimpses in the Gospels. We do know that until then He had lived a quiet life in the Nazareth carpenter shop and had attempted “no mighty works.”

That day at the Jordan the Holy Spirit came upon Him, permanently to make His home in the earthly temple of Christ’s being. Only then did Jesus dare to embark on His public ministry.

In the same way, three years later the disciples were instructed by their Master not to attempt to preach or to teach or to witness until this same heavenly Dove had implanted His fire in their hearts too …

He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised. . . .11


Only the Holy Spirit could give them the ability to communicate truth to other people; could supply them with in-depth perception into the needs of others; could give them a message; convict of sin; heal; administer the infant Church—in short, equip them for service.

We in our century are certainly no less needy than our Lord or those first disciples. For us to attempt any church work, any ministry or witnessing solely through man’s devices, talents, and organizational machinery alone is as effective as trying to drive our car with water in the gasoline.

The year 1871 saw Dwight L. Moody apparently a great success as an evangelist. His tabernacle drew the largest congregations in Chicago. But according to Moody’s own estimate of those years, he was “a great hustler” and this work was being done “largely in the energy of the flesh.”12


Two humble Free Methodist women. Auntie Cook and Mrs. Snow, used to attend these meetings and sit on the front row. Moody could not help seeing that they were praying during most of his services. Finally he spoke to the women about it.

“Yes,” they admitted, “we have been praying for you.”

“Why me? Why not for the unsaved?” the evangelist retorted, a bit nettled.

“Because you need the power of the Spirit,” was their answer.

After some weeks of this Mr. Moody invited the women to his office to talk about it. “You spoke of power for service,” he prodded them. “I thought I had it. I wish you would tell me what you mean.”

So Mrs. Snow and Auntie Cook told Moody what they knew about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Then the three Christians prayed together—and the women left.

From that hour “there came a great hunger in my soul,” Moody was to say later. “I really felt that I did not want to live if I could not have this power for service.”

One late autumn day in 1871 Dwight L. Moody was in New York (on his way to England) walking up Wall Street. Suddenly, in the midst of the bustling crowds, his prayer was answered: the power of God fell on him so overwhelmingly that he knew he must get off the street.

Spotting a house he recognized, Moody knocked on the door and asked if he might have a room by himself for a few hours. Alone there, such joy came upon him that “at last he had to ask God to withhold His hand, lest he die on the spot from very joy.”

From that hour Moody’s ministry was never the same. He went on to England for what was to be the first of many evangelistic campaigns there. People thronged to North London to hear him.

“The sermons were not different,” Moody summarized. “I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were converted. I would not now be placed back where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world.”

The evangelist was to live another twenty-eight years, and “to reduce the population of hell by a million souls.” Through the Moody Bible Institute, the Moody Press, the Northfield Conferences, the Northfield and Mt. Hermon Schools, the vigor and power of his work continues to this day.

HELPFUL READING:

Acts 1:1-14

HIS WORD FOR YOU:

He is out ahead opening the way.

Behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive and know it, and will you not give heed to it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

(ISAIAH 43:19, AMPLIFIED)

PRAYER:

Lord, there are members of my family and friends who are hurting. They need You so sorely. Yet I don’t know how to tell them the good news that You really are alive, that You love them, that help is available.

Lord, I see that there is no way to get through to them unless You give me this gift of Your Spirit for service. I know that this is a “dangerous” prayer, but I ask you to create a hunger for that explosion of joy and love in my heart too. And I thank You for the sure promise that all of us who hunger and thirst for righteousness “shall be filled.”13 In Thy Name, Amen.



3


HAVE I ALREADY RECEIVED HIM?

And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism. “

(ACTS 19:3, RSV)

Paul was asking this question of the believers at Ephesus about twenty years after Pentecost. He made one thing very clear to these believers. He expected them to know the difference between John’s baptism and Jesus’ baptism.

The Ephesians’ answer: “We have experienced only John’s baptism.” This meant that they had repented and received the forgiveness of their sins, but that they understood nothing about Jesus’ enabling power for handling life in the present and the future.

So what was “John’s baptism”? John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets. With John the era of the Old Testament closed forever. It had been a long dry period of the dispensation of law, with men trying to bridge the estrangement between them and the holy, just Jehovah by repentance, by obeying a multiplicity of laws, and by good works. The law could point men to the ideal,14 but lacked power to help men keep the laws or to change character.


In crisp terms Jesus Himself assessed John the Baptist and the era just closing for us:

Truly, I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.15


“John is a great man, the greatest,” Jesus was saying. “Yet the humblest disciple in the kingdom I am here to inaugurate has riches and privileges and graces, yes, and authority of which John never dreamed.”

How could that be? Because man’s efforts—even his best efforts—were at an end. In the new era of the kingdom, it would be God’s Spirit in man doing the work.

So Paul sought to lead those Ephesian believers out of that Old Testament era of human striving into the glorious kingdom of the Risen One.

“Into what were you baptized?” is as pertinent a question today. It has prompted me to some sharp self-examination:

First, have I ever asked God for this gift, for Jesus’ baptism of the Spirit, and claimed, by faith, Christ’s promise?16
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