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NOTES: [1] For consistency and clarity, names and pronouns of God have been capitalized throughout, including in Bible versions which do not follow that practice. [2] The author capitalizes three other words: “Word” when speaking of God’s Word; “Church” when speaking of the Church universal; and “Cross” when referring to the Cross of Calvary. [3] Italicized words and [bracketed words] in Scripture and other quotations have been added by the author. [4] The author does not abbreviate the names of Bible books since abbreviations can be unknown to some readers. [5] The author chooses to use a lot of Scripture quotations based on his belief that the Word of God and the Spirit of God are the two dominant factors in changing lives and growing the lives of Christians.
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We hope you enjoy this book. Robert Lloyd Russell’s goal is to provide high-quality, thought-provoking books that connect truth to real life needs and challenges. For more information on his other books based on Biblical interpretation and application, please visit his author’s website BOOKSrlr.com. 

If you find value in this book, please consider writing an online review. The author would be grateful.
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“Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.”

1 Corinthians 12:1
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Examples of Reader Responses

[image: ]




☆☆☆☆☆ Reviews

The writings of Robert Lloyd Russell have received a warm reception by a wide variety of people as seen in the quotes below. His books have received 11 national and international literary awards. 

––––––––
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“He writes clearly so that the material is easily understood by both clergy and laity... Very edifying to read.” ~ William J. Petersen, Emeritus Senior Acquisitions Editor for Baker Book House and Fleming H. Revell.

“I loved the book... It is very well written and very understandable.” ~ Bob G., inmate 

“I find it most inspirational... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent." ~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker 

“First there was Tozer with “The Knowledge of the Holy,” and then Packer gave us “Knowing God,” and now Russell has taken us further.” ~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible [regarding “GOD’S NATURE: Sonlight Sunlight”] 

“The definitive work on Psalm 1:3. Mr. Russell has a tremendous gift for analogy. The most impressive thing is the way he has built off of existing undeniable Scriptural concepts. I am very impressed with his use of certain Scriptures, such as with regard to trees being deceptive in appearance... His work is very interesting, very clear, and intensely practical.” ~ Ronald B. Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological Seminary [regarding “GOD’S CHILD: Like a Tree”] 

“A truly inspiring book for all Christians of all ages and all maturity levels, which will deepen their daily walk with their Lord.” —Staff Writer, Church News

“Expertly written... feeds the seeking and open mind... opens the closed heart... encouraging as it is enlightening... I can thoroughly recommend to all.” —Reverend Colin (Wales)

“Very rewarding ... both the new Christian and seasoned Christian will find it instructive. The discussion on the sovereign, general, and specific will was very helpful. It is a wonderful book which will help people gain a better understanding of God's will, and help them to direct their energies and resources to achieve God’s calling.” —Ed Osmond 

“This is absolutely great! It is a must for any Christian to understand and apply these elements that make up the balanced Christian life! May God be the force behind this manuscript in getting it out to all believers!” —Dan McCauley
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Rick and Linda Davidson

Who Inspired Me

To Write This Book

~~~ 
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1

The Big Picture 
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For who do you know that really knows you, knows your heart? And even if they did, is there anything they would discover in you that you could take credit for? Isn’t everything you have and everything you are sheer gifts from God? So what's the point of all this comparing and competing? You already have all you need. You already have more access to God than you can handle.

1 Corinthians 4:7-8a msg

––––––––
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This book contains a comprehensive overview of the gifts that God bestows on mankind with an emphasis on what are generally called “Spiritual Gifts.” While my view is Biblical, it is different in some ways from what is often taught. 

Since it is intended to be not only a read-through book but also a handbook, it is repetitive in necessary parts. 

~ Important Note ~ 

I strongly suggest that all readers first read the entire first and second sections related to Grace Gifts and Source Gifts before using it as a handbook regarding specific gifts. 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4). 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us” (Romans 12:6). 

Our Topic 

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

Romans 11:29 kjv

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Romans 11:29 nkjv

For God’s gifts and His call can never be withdrawn.

Romans 11:29 nlt

God’s gifts and God’s call are under full warranty — 

never canceled, never rescinded.

Romans 11:29 msg

For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. (He never withdraws them when once they are given, and He does not change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace or to whom He sends His call).

Romans 11:29 amp

Observation 

Given the wording and nuances of these translations, it would seem that the study of God’s gifts is of high importance. (Also the study of God’s call – but that is a separate study.)

Warning 

“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker” (Isaiah 45:9a niv). 

“So the Lord said to him [Moses], ‘Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord? Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say’” (Exodus 4:11-12). 

In summary, there is no room for anyone to have either an inferiority complex or a superiority complex!  

“Who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). 

“God gave the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor” (1 Corinthians 3:6b-8a).

~ Conclusions ~ 

[1] There is absolutely no room for spiritual pride. 

[2] Be yourself to the full – with excellence! Don’t quarrel with your Maker, but rather cooperate with Him!

Scripture 

There are three main Scripture passages in regard to spiritual gifts.

	The most comprehensive passage is 1 Corinthians 12:1-14:33. 








	Secondary passages are 1 Corinthians 1:4-9, Ephesians 4:11-16, 1 Peter 4:8-11, Romans 12:3-8, and 2 Timothy 1:5-7.


	While not always directly stated as such, the topic of spiritual gifts underlies much of Scripture.


Spiritual Ambition 

It is not wrong to desire additional spiritual gifts in order to bring more glory to God. In fact, Scripture encourages it. 

“Since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the Church that you seek to excel” (1 Corinthians 14:12b). 

There are many other verses about striving for spiritual growth, including Luke 13:24; 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, 12:31, 14:1; Philippians 1:27, 3:13-14; Colossians 1:29; and Hebrews 12:4. 

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

Should we seek spiritual gifts? Yes! 

“Earnestly desire the best gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31a).

What are the best gifts? 

The explanation is given in the next chapter and the conclusion is: “Now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). 

Then the next chapter continues the theme: “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:1). 

As explained in the next verses, prophecy was for edifying the believers and is contrasted to tongues which was a sign for unbelievers. 

Remember the lesson God taught Moses. “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or dumb? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, Yahweh? Now go; I will help you..." (Exodus 4:11-12 niv). 

Quote 

“Although believers are to give diligence to maintain the unity of the Spirit, this does not mean that each is a carbon copy of the other.” —J. Vernon McGee 

Goals of This Book 

~ As An Author ~ 

First, and most importantly to be true to the Word of God. 

Second, to present the topic in such a way as to allow the Spirit of God to have increasing availability in our lives, individually and collectively, to serve in our local church and other ministries. 

Third, to be mindful of areas where there are significant differences of interpretation among various Christians. To present such topics from my perspective without discrediting those who believe differently. 

~ For My Readers ~ 

First, to answer questions about our spiritual gifts. In that process provide a fuller understanding of these God-given grace gifts in specifics and also from an overall perspective.

Second, to boost my readers’ confidence and contentment in serving their Lord and Savior. 

Third, that the Church increases in unity and effectiveness. 

Fourth, many if not most of my readers will find some new ideas regarding spiritual gifts – outside of mainstream teaching. I simply ask that if any ideas are troubling, you carefully examine Scripture to see if these concepts are in alignment with Scripture. 

“Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. Therefore many of them believed” (Acts 17:10-12a). 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

Who you are is made up of many things, including your natural abilities, spiritual gifts, and acquired skills, combined with your experience in using your natural abilities and spiritual gifts. These are all factors in combining to make you a unique person.

Therefore, be yourself to the full – with excellence! Don’t quarrel with your Creator – instead cooperate with Him!

“Every morning you are handed 24 golden hours. They are one of the few things in this world that you get free of charge. If you had all the money in the world, you couldn’t buy an extra hour. What will you do with this priceless treasure? Remember, you must use it, as it is given only once. Once wasted you cannot get it back.”​[1] 


~ Sidebar ~ 



A person with strong Christian character is mature, balanced, complete, and fitted to serve God. “Thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17). 



In the Book of Job, we find that Job took time to evaluate three areas of his life. We should examine the same three areas:

	Our Personal Life (31:1-12) — Our Character – including our personal thought life. 








	Our Public Life (31:13-22) — Our Conduct – including our behavior toward others.


	Our Private Life (31:24-40) — Our Christianity – especially our closeness to God.
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GRACE GIFTS 
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Who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive?And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?

Exodus 4:11-12 niv

––––––––
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The term Grace Gifts includes all the gifts we receive from God.

Grace Defined 

The classic definition of grace is “unmerited favor.” It is commonly understood to be “receiving something which was not deserved.” I modify that statement by adding an extremely important word: “Grace is receiving something good which was not deserved.”

There is an acrostic defining grace as “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” It is a good statement worth meditating on. 

Another acrostic is: “God’s Redemptive Acceptance, Cleansing, and Empowerment.” 

Grace is God doing for us what we don't deserve and desperately need. 

“The meaning of this term grace... is that though we deserved nothing but punishment and hell and banishment out of the sight of God to all eternity, yet God, of His own love and grace and wonderous mercy, has granted us this salvation.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

Gift Defined 

The primary common definition of a gift is “something given willingly to someone with no expectation of payment or reimbursement” (also called a “present”). 

A secondary definition in most dictionaries is “a natural ability or natural talent.”

Critical Questions 

“Who makes you different from anyone else?” According to the Word of God the answer to this question is God.

“What do you have that you did not receive?” The Word of God informs us that we have received nothing from any other source but God.

The answers and implications of these two questions underlie this entire book. With this understood, the term “Grace Gifts” should be clear. 

Scripture 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are [can be] justified by His grace as a gift” (Romans 3:23-24 esv).

“For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and His gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one Man, Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17 nlt). 

“God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:4-10). 

“For God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. (He never withdraws them when once they are given, and He does not change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace or to whom He sends His call)” (Romans 11:29 amp). 

“See to it that no one misses the grace of God” (Hebrews 12:15 niv). 

The Apostle Paul could say, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, My power is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9 niv). 

“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11:13). 

Critical Implication 

Contrary to the pride which comes from our fallen human nature, there is absolutely no room for pride in any of our abilities. “If you did receive it [as a gift], why do you boast as though you did not?” (1 Corinthians 4:7b).

Grace Gifts 

The word translated gift in Scripture has a root of grace. In reality a more accurate term for spiritual gifts would be grace gifts. This is true also of natural abilities — both natural abilities and spiritual gifts are literally grace gifts from God. Both are given to us — we cannot earn them or buy them. They are items of grace in that they are not earned in any way by us. 

Realizing this truth should remove any feelings of either superiority or inferiority. “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans 11:29). 

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Romans 12:3–8).

“But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” (Ephesians 4:7).

Everything you have is a grace gift from God. 

[1] The first grace gift that we receive is the gift of physical life! 

“Heirs together of the grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7b). 

Notice that all we really get at the first birth is physical life. All of our natural abilities are present but our physical motor skills are not yet very well developed. The same is true of intellectual, emotional, mental, and other abilities. 

[2] A second grace gift which we are all able to receive is the gift of spiritual life! 

“Have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him” (Colossians 3:10). 

This second birth of being “born again”​[2] provides a new kind of life – a spiritual life and full-fledged “adoption”​[3] into the family of God. 

This grace gift provides an entirely new kind of life – spiritual life which is given to us by God Who IS love! 

The key characteristic, rather than life, is love! 

“By this shall all men know that you are My disciples [that you are following Me – that you are Christians], that you have love one for another” (John 13:35).

The main thing you receive at the second birth is the capacity for a new kind of sacrificial love. All your spiritual gifts are present, but like at physical birth they are not yet very well developed. What is imparted to you by God at the second birth is His nature. He is Love. You now have a new nature – the love of God. 

“Love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7b-8 niv). 

Natural Abilities 

A key sub-category of grace gifts is the natural abilities which you were born with, including physical, intellectual, social, emotional, financial, artistic, and all other aspects of your human nature. 

Natural abilities enable effective functioning in our life on earth. 

In addition to common natural abilities, God gives some people extraordinary gifts such as Savant Syndrome,​[4] Hyperthymesia​[5],​[6] Synesthesia,​[7] and many other special gifts. 

“I believe the Holy Spirit can use the natural ability of a believer if the believer will let Him do it. But natural talent alone is nothing unless it is under the control of the Holy Spirit.” —J. Vernon McGee 

Spiritual Gifts 

“Grace gifts also include the spiritual gifts you received when you were born again whether it is a public gift such as teaching or a serving gift such as washing dishes in a church kitchen.”​[8] 

Spiritual gifts enable effective functioning in our life of fellowship with other believers. 

Since this is a book about Spiritual Gifts, it is important to realize what a spiritual gift is. The Biblical term can easily be translated as Grace Gift, grace being something good which we do not deserve. That concept is found throughout Scripture. “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them” (Romans 12:6a). “To each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” (Ephesians 4:7).

However, grace is a characteristic of all God’s gifts, not just Spiritual Gifts. For that reason and for common understanding, we will stick with the term Spiritual Gifts in the majority of this book. 

Comparison 

It is important to understand Natural Abilities and Spiritual Gifts. Consider some key similarities and differences between them. 

[image: image]

Natural Abilities and Spiritual Gifts are both inherent as opposed to acquired. The exercise of both is important to become effective in their use.

“Your Natural Abilities relate to your natural capacity for human development.” —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher 

“Your Spiritual Gifts relate to your capacity for spiritual exercise, development, and ministry.” —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher 


~ Sidebar ~



We could refer to Natural Abilities as “General Grace Gifts” and Spiritual Gifts as “Spiritual Grace Gifts.” This as somewhat analogous to “General Revelation” (creation) and “Special Revelation” (God Incarnate, His written Word, and the indwelling of the Spirit of God). Another analogy is what has been termed “Common Grace” and “Redeeming Grace.” 



In both Natural Abilities and Spiritual Gifts, there is absolutely no room for pride. Jesus said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven” (John 3:27). 



Interaction 

Natural Abilities from our first birth often work in close relationship with Spiritual Gifts which we receive at our second birth – when we are “born again” – but sometimes they are poles apart. 

“I am not a speaker [natural talent] but I am a gifted preacher [spiritual gift].” —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher​[9]

“Spiritual gifts do not replace natural gifts, but they do enhance and stimulate them.”​[10] 

Comment 

It is not what I am – He determines that!

It is what I do with what I am – I determine that!

“When you are on the right track you will enjoy it, others will recognize it, God will bless it!” —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher

Quotes 

“It is grace at the beginning, and grace at the end. So that when you and I come to lie upon our death beds, the one thing that should comfort and help and strengthen us there is the thing that helped us in the beginning. Not what we have been, not what we have done, but the grace of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. The Christian life starts with grace, it must continue with grace, it ends with grace.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

“I’m glad we are saved by grace, not by good works, because I don’t want to sit in heaven and listen to everybody brag for eternity of how they got there.” —Dwight L. Moody 

“Grace does not set aside the requirements of Divine holiness, instead, it reigns ‘through righteousness’ (Romans 5:21). And when one has been saved by grace fails to deny ‘ungodliness and worldly lusts’ (Titus 2:12), then the chastening rod of God falls upon him, that he may be a ‘partaker of His holiness’ (Hebrews 12:10). And this, be it noted, is not only a part of the Father’s dealings with His children, but it also a part of His ways with His subjects as the Moral Ruler of this world.” —A.W. Pink 

“The more grace we have, the less we shall think of ourselves, for grace, like light, reveals our impurity.” —Charles Haddon Spurgeon (Morning and Evening) 

“We experience the grace of an infinite God, but grace is not infinite. God sets limits to His patience and forbearance. He warns us over and over again that someday the ax will fall and His judgment will be poured out.” —R.C. Sproul 

“The human body has many members, hundreds, even thousands of members. In the Church, the Body of Christ, there are many gifts, hundreds, probably thousands of gifts.” —J. Vernon McGee 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

Grace is never earned – it is given freely. Even life itself is a Grace Gift. 

“And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast” (1 Peter 5:10). 

“His divine power has given us [written to Christians with a theme of ‘a call to Godliness’] everything we need for life [physical life — received at physical birth] and Godliness [spiritual life — received at the second birth] through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature [the nature of the One who IS love]” (2 Peter 1:3-4). ...

... “For if you possess these things in increasing measure, [what things? — the things just listed — increasing application of the love nature which you received at the second birth] they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:8). 

“If you possess these things.” Question: What Things? Answer: Good works (not to earn salvation but because you have salvation)! 

“We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is not alone.” —The Reformers 


~ Sidebar ~ 




“A Train Ticket to Heaven” 




Like most train tickets, it is in two parts with matching serial numbers. 



On one part of the ticket it says “Void if Detached.” That is the faith part of the ticket. 



On the other part of the ticket it says “Not Good for Passage.” That is the works part of the ticket.​[11] 



However, we are not to be Lone Ranger Christians. We work together with other believers.

The Christian life is not meant to be a solo activity, “Heirs together of the grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7b).

Jesus gives us grace, His grace strengthens us, and the more we draw near to Him through faith our grace is increased. 

The hymn “Amazing Grace” by slave trader John Newton has historically been near the top of popularity charts – both spiritual and secular charts. 

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10 niv).

“Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” (James 1:16-18). 

“I need not torment myself with the fear that my faith may fail; as grace led me to faith in the first place, so grace will keep me believing to the end. Faith, both in its origin and continuance, is a gift of grace.” —J.I. Packer 

Consider This 

The concept of an “inferiority complex” is somewhat accurate when we realize that we are all inferior because of our inherited sin nature! 

There is an old story about a woman looking at proofs from her photography shoot. She complained to the photographer that none of the photos “do me justice.” The photographer replied, “Lady, you don’t need justice, you need mercy!”

One of the amazing things about the Bible is that it paints a realistic portrait of its heroes — not a portrait of a problem-free path to spiritual maturity. Consider some examples: Moses hit a rock twice when God told him to speak to it (Numbers 20:7-12). David stole a woman (2 Samuel 11). Jonah got angry when his enemies turned to God (Jonah 3:10-4:11). Paul felt great despair (2 Corinthians 1:8). Elijah wished to die (1 Kings 19:1-9). Peter was snobbish at a dinner party (John 21:20-25). These and other Biblical narratives of people whom God used give me hope!

When we understand the reality of who we are and our natural tendencies, we realize it is not a question of having a “guilt complex” but rather the issue of guilt. It is not an “inferiority complex” but rather a matter of being flawed at our very core! It is not a case of being superior but rather pride in our heart—and pride is a root of all sin.

“What do you have which was not given to you?” There is no room for pride or feelings of superiority. What do you lack which is not within the sovereign will of God? There is no room for feelings of inferiority. 

“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans 11:29 kjv). The Amplified Bible says it this way, “For God's gifts and His call are irrevocable. (He never withdraws them when once they are given, and He does not change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace or to whom He sends His call).”

The remedy for all of these maladies is found only in the pharmacy of the Great Physician. Jesus Christ died for you. If you accept His Rx, you become His chosen representative on earth (1 Peter 2:9).

A correct understanding of natural abilities, spiritual gifts, and other grace gifts from God takes away any and all feelings of inferiority or superiority in comparison to others. What do you possess which is not a gift from God?

Man and woman were the epitome of creation before sin entered (with a huge element of pride). However, because of the death of Jesus Christ on your behalf, you can be restored to the top and have a right relationship with God.

I have realized that every Godly person I have known has had a deep sense of their own sinfulness.

Look at the progress of spiritual maturity in the life of the Apostle Paul. At the beginning of his ministry he referred to himself as an “Apostle” (Romans 1:1, etc.). As his life progressed, he called himself “the least of apostles” (1 Corinthians 15:9). Then he called himself a sinner (Romans 7), and later he called himself “the chief of sinners” (1 Peter 1:15).

When I study the Word of God, I find that everyone in Scripture who had a direct encounter with God was overwhelmed by their own sinfulness. How do you view yourself? Does your view line up with the Word of God?

“The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace” (Numbers 6:25-26). 

~ Editor’s Note ~ 

The author has written a book entitled “PRIDE: Good and Bad.”​[12]
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Spiritual Gifts
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“Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.”

1 Corinthians 12:1

––––––––
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It is interesting to note that the word gifts in this passage is not in the original manuscripts. Most translators add it for clarity. Other translators state it as “gifts of the Spirit” or “spiritual endowments.” The Greek word is pneumatika, which literally means “spiritualities.” One may rightly conclude that Spiritual Gifts are in contrast to the carnal nature that all humans are born with. It highlights the spiritual man as opposed to carnal man. 




~ Sidebar ~ 



“In the New Testament the word rendered carnal is derived from sarks, flesh. This refers to the flesh as opposed to the pneuma, spirit, and denotes in an ethical sense, mere human nature, the lower side of man, as apart from the Divine influence, and therefore estranged from God and prone to sin.”​[13] 



“For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin” (Romans 7:14-15). 



“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:6-8). 



“I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?” (1 Corinthians 3:1-3). 



Definitions 

A more accurate term for “Spiritual Gifts” would be “Spiritual Endowments” or “Grace Gifts.” Personally, I prefer the term Grace Gifts. 

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them” (Romans 12:6a). 

“Gift is the Greek word ‘charismata,’ which comes from the same stem as the word for grace. It can be translated as ‘grace’ or ‘free gift’ and is what the Spirit of God gives you... the word refers to all the gifts which the Holy Spirit gives to the believers in the Church.” —J. Vernon McGee 

“A God-given ability to minister or serve.” —Dr. Renald E. Showers 

“Your capacity for spiritual exercise and development.” —Dr. Earl D. Radmacher 

“It is a capacity for service. It is a function.” —J. Vernon McGee 

“A gift in the spiritual sense means the Holy Spirit doing a particular service through the believer and using the believer to do it.” —Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer 

“The purpose of [spiritual] giftedness is stewardship and service, not selfishness.” —Os Guinness (The Call)

“Spiritual Gifts are God-given specific abilities to strengthen the body of Christ.” —unknown 

“A particular ability to minister to other people, given graciously by the Spirit of God to a believer.” —Robert Lloyd Russell

Spiritual Gifts are not the same as natural abilities, personality traits, or any “fruit of the Spirit” that you display. 

Scripture 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us” (Romans 12:6). 

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it” (Ephesians 4:7). 

Jesus said, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11:13). 

“In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly” (Romans 12:6-8 nlt). 

“I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:4–9). 

Individual Gifts 

“Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed” (1 Corinthians 12:1 niv). 

Does everyone have spiritual gifts? Yes, every born-again person receives spiritual gifts (plural) at the time of their second birth. Not all gifts are of the same strength. Many people have one or more very strong gift. Like natural abilities, we all have varying degrees of spiritual gifts but in different measures. Different gifts may be more or less evident during different circumstances of one’s life.

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captives in His train and gave gifts to men” (Ephesians 4:7-8 niv). 

Since Jesus Christ is our role model and He demonstrated a proficiency in all the spiritual gifts, I believe it is appropriate to seek to grow all spiritual gifts while you minister in areas of your strongest ones. Regarding spiritual gifts and spiritual empowerment, your Lord told you to rely on the Holy Spirit for spiritual enablement (cf. Mark 13:11). 

“I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:4-9). 

It is important to recognize that while natural talents and spiritual gifts are often closely related, there are other times when the two are quite divergent. As an example, a friend of mine who was a nationally-recognized theologian and great preacher​[14] told me, “I am not a good speaker (natural talent) but I am a gifted preacher (spiritual gift).” 

The issue is not which spiritual gifts you possess in strength—He determines that. What matters is what you do with the grace gifts you have been given—you determine that.

Quotes

“A gift is given to you in order that you might function in the body of believers to benefit and bless the church.” —J. Vernon McGee 

“Your spiritual gifts were not given for your own benefit but for the benefit of others” —Rick Warren 

“Although believers are to give diligence to maintain the unity of the Spirit, this does not mean that each is a carbon copy of the other.” —J. Vernon McGee 

“I used to think that God’s gifts were on shelves — one above another — and the taller we grow, the easier we can reach them. Now I find that God’s gifts are on shelves — and the lower we stoop, the more we get.” —F. B. Meyer 

“It doesn't make any difference which gifts you may have. It is the Lord Jesus who is using those gifts, and He is using them for His glory. ... I don’t know who you are, and I don’t know what your gifts are; I do know that if you are a child of God, you have some gifts and you are to be using them in serving one another.” —J. Vernon McGee

How Many Spiritual Gifts? 

“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12). 

“There are many members of the body and therefore hundreds of gifts. I do not think that Paul ever gave a complete list of all the gifts because every time he dealt with gifts of the Spirit he always brought up new gifts which he had not mentioned in previous lists. I am sure the Spirit of God led him to do that. ... The human body has many members, hundreds, even thousands of members. In the Church, the body of Christ, there are many gifts, hundreds, probably thousands of gifts.” —J. Vernon McGee 

A number of commentators give what they consider a list of the spiritual gifts. Often this is a collection of specific gifts found in the main passages of the Bible that are specifically about spiritual gifts. But there are many more spiritual gifts than those specifically listed. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW

Spiritual gifts have far more to do with a recognition of weakness and a surrendering to God than with innate personal strengths.

All believers have at least one and often multiple strong spiritual gifts. 

Do you think your strongest gifts might change over time? 

Why or why not? 

Are “All Men Created Equal”? 

Does equality mean sameness? Can we be equal, but different? 

The following is an excerpt from one of the author’s books.​[15]

Whatever natural talent you were born with is only the starting point in life. It takes great discipline and training to develop your physical, musical, or mental potential to its fullest. 

We as a society may value statements such as “all men are created equal,” but in reality we have unequal natural talents. We are all equal in value—since we are all “created in the image of God.” Even God is manifest in three distinctly different persons. 

You should not be surprised at this. God is the Author and Creator of variety. Examine the differences in fingerprints or snowflakes and it becomes clear that equal does not mean same! You are created of equal value and you have an equal opportunity to use your abilities to their fullest. 

~ Note ~ 

In the society in which I live there has been a significant movement away from equality and to equity. While not well understood by some people, these are two vastly different concepts. 

Equality relates to equal value – but different. 

Equity is about equal outcome irrespective of natural abilities, spiritual gifts, and one’s effort to use them. It assumes that the person who is able to work but never does should live the same lifestyle as the one who works hard. 
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Purpose 
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Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:7 niv

––––––––
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We need to consider both the positive and negative aspects of the intended use of Spiritual Gifts. 

Negative 

No Spiritual Gift, or combination of gifts, is given for personal benefit. 

Spiritual Gifts are not to be exercised selfishly or proudly, but to provide spiritual help and growth in the community of believers. They are given to individuals to equip them to build up their local church and other Christian groups and individuals. 

“Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others” (1 Corinthians 10:24 niv). 

Positive 

Spiritual gifts are given to us freely by God for the express purpose of building up the body of believers. They are for the profit of other believers, not for personal benefit. 

Spiritual gifts are given for the edification and growth of the other members of the Church, to share His message, and most importantly to glorify God. 

The Spiritual Gifts which God provides are for maturing of believers and ultimately the spiritual wealth of the church. 

Spiritual Gifts are entirely about the growth of the body of Christ – with the ultimate goal of bringing glory to God. 

Therefore, regardless of the gifts God has given you, their purpose is to be helpful to other believers, other members of the body of Christ. 

“For I [Paul] am not seeking my own good but the good of the many, so that they may be saved” (1 Corinthians 10:33 niv). 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10 niv). 


	“Each one” – all believers have Spiritual Gifts 

	“To serve others” – the purpose of Spiritual Gifts 

	“Administering God’s grace” – Spiritual Gifts are Grace Gifts 



“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10 nasu).

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7 niv). 

A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church” (1 Corinthians 12:7 nlt).

A critical concept is that Spiritual Gifts are not given to an individual for their good but for the benefit of others. 

“He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ — from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:11-16). 


“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12 kjv). 



“Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13 niv). 



“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills” (1 Corinthians 12:7-11). 

The clear reality is that all Spiritual Gifts are provided for the building up the body of believers. They are for the profit of the whole body of believers. They are never given to build up nor puff up the one who receives the gift. 

“It was He [Jesus Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers (niv). For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ (kjv): until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the fullness of Christ (niv)” (Ephesians 4:11-13). 

The Reality 

While the purpose of Spiritual Gifts is a straightforward concept in Scripture, it is remarkable how often it is forgotten in the life of individuals, local churches, and para-church organizations. 

Spiritual Gifts are for the growth of the church, the body of believers. They are not to be exercised selfishly, but to aid individual members of the church in all ways, especially in their spiritual growth. 

Quote 

“I don’t know who you are, and I don’t know what your gifts are; I do know that if you are a child of God, you have some gifts and you are to be using them in serving one another. ... they are given to you in order that you might function in the body of believers to benefit and bless the church.” —J. Vernon McGee 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW

Do you know and understand your strongest spiritual gifts?

Are you currently using those strengths to minister to others?

Why or why not? 
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The Trinity
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There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God Who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

1 Corinthians 12:4-7

––––––––
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Which member(s) of the Trinity are involved in spiritual gifts?

All three members of the Trinity are involved, as seen in the passage immediately above. 

“The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” (1 Corinthians 12:7 above). It is the Spirit of God who gives and distributes spiritual gifts. 







“There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:5 above). Jesus Christ administers the gifts – they are under His direction. 







“It is the same God who works all in all (1 Corinthians 12:6 above).” It is the Father who supplies the power that fuels our spiritual gifts. 

Again, we see the emphasis is on the purpose of spiritual gifts: “given to each one for the profit of all” (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

The Holy Spirit 

The primary answer to the question, “Which member(s) of the Triune God are involved in spiritual gifts?” is the Spirit of God. 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills” (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). 
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