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Chapter 1 The Attack

The police took pictures of the dead body. They took notes and samples. There was something odd about this body. The city of Tigerwood had never seen anything like it. The police had dealt with werewolf attacks, but clearly this was a different kind of murder. The officers shook their heads. Clearly it wasn’t some sort of animal or were creature that had killed this person.

The obvious difference was the pale skin. Upon examination, they were able to find two tiny wounds in the neck. They sent the body to the morgue. A coroner would examine it soon. There was nothing else remarkable about the body. It appeared the person had lost too much blood.

But what had caused the two tiny wounds on the neck? The officers shook their heads. They finished up their notes. One made a phone call. The other said nothing.

“This is Detective Julian.”

“Detective, we need you and Detective Zelda. We have just sent a body to the morgue. All we can tell you is that the skin is too pale and there are two tiny wounds on the neck. Do you have any idea what or who could have attacked them?”

“Hmm. I don’t know. Doesn’t sound like a were creature. That doesn’t sound like the kind of wounds an animal could make. It must be someone humanoid.”

The officer sighed. “We’ll give you access to the coroner’s report. We wish you still worked with us.”

“Zelda, Zeta and I will look into it.”

The officer disconnected. He sighed again. “I hope they can figure it out.”

The other officer said, “If anyone can, they will. If this gets bad and beyond us, I wouldn’t mind if the Guardians show up.”

“Our superiors don’t like them.”

“They’re fools. The Guardians share their knowledge. They aren’t as shadowy as our superiors like to believe.”

They left to go back to the station. The area had been cleared and they got what information they could from it. They waited for the coroner to send the report over. Neither spoke as they wrote up their initial findings. There wasn’t much else to do at the moment.

Then they received the report. The most startling thing was the lack of blood left in the body. It was the cause of death. The wounds on the neck were puncture wounds. The blood had been sucked out of the body. The loss was so great so fast, that the person had died.

The officers finished reading the results and looked at each other. They knew what the monster was this time. It made their skin crawl.

“We have a vampire in Tigerwood.”

“We need to tell the detectives.”

“It’s better that they call the Guardians. We don’t need to lose our jobs.”

They nodded to each other and sent off a copy of the report to Julian and Zelda. They waited and went on to other cases. There was nothing more they could do. They both hoped the private detectives could find the vampire and stop the killing spree.

Fear was something that was building up. Vampires were reputed to be hard to catch for humans and elves alike. But the Guardians were reputed to protect those who needed it the most. They were legend and they were real too. Sometimes it was hard to distinguish between the legend and the reality.

It wasn’t long before it was all over the news. A new murderer was on the lose and people were scared. The police knew that it had to be a vampire this time. The weird thing was that the superiors weren’t even denying the evidence this time. They didn’t say much of anything about the dead body or the suspect.

There really wasn’t much to say. Many knew it was a vampire. Many started to panic knowing there was a vampire hiding in the city where they wouldn’t be able to know. Who was it? Where were they? When would they strike next?

Detectives Zelda and Julian read over the reports and watched the news. Neither said anything. They knew they could ask Zeta to research vampires and she would tell them everything she could find. They both agreed it had to be a vampire based on the evidence they had already.

It wasn’t much yet, but it was something to start with. The detectives knew the police wouldn’t be able to do much. They found it odd the superiors weren’t denying the possibility of vampires this time. In fact they weren’t saying much of anything.

Julian sent a message to Zeta requesting she study vampires and let them know what she found out. He and Zelda left to see where the police were earlier. They took their time walking to the crime scene. They showed their badges and the police let them look.

They studied the area without the body. They were able to confirm what the others before them had found out. They spent some time going over everything and seeing if they could see something the others didn’t. Zelda bit her lip.

Julian asked her, “Well, what are you seeing this time?”

“I’m not sure there was a struggle here. Or if there was some play before the vampire bit their victim.”

He looked down on the ground where she was looking. He nodded. “Yes, it isn’t clear.”

“I’m not sure it matters. The results are the same. But I do want to know how this vampire lured their victim and killed them.”

He blinked. “Right. Sometimes the lines are blurry. In this case, we can’t ask the victim now. I can’t tell if they consented or not.”

She looked up at him. “At least you get it. Let’s go to the coroner’s office.”

He followed her. “Zeta says she’s looking into the information on vampires. She’ll tell us what she finds out tonight.”

“Good.”

It was a good little walk to the morgue. They were admitted to the coroner, who showed them the body.

Zelda said, “Just like the test says. They are pale. They lost that much blood from two puncture wounds in the neck?”

“Apparently, yes. I’ve never seen anything like it.”

Julian blinked. “You’ve never dealt with vampires?”

“Not that I’m aware of. There are rumors some can be around us without feeding on us at all.”

Zelda said, “Hmm. Interesting. Just like how not all were creatures are dangerous.”

Julian nodded. “They know how to adapt and blend in with the rest of us.”
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