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Chapter 1

The Cottage That Shouldn't Be There

Wormhole Cottage did not look like it belonged anywhere. Which,

Zak decided, was probably the point.

It sat at the edge of a gently sloping field that refused to agree on

what century it was in. One moment the grass looked freshly cut

and suspiciously English. The next, it rippled like desert sand.

Somewhere behind the cottage, a sheep briefly flickered into a goat

and then pretended nothing had happened.

Zak stopped walking. Gadget walked straight into his back.

“Ow. Dude. If you're going to existentially freeze, give a warning.”

DNA glanced down at her scanner. “Spatial integrity fluctuating.

Temporal anchor... unstable but polite.”
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