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In this book, I have analyzed Genesis, chapters 26 to 36, focusing on Jacob’s life, journeys, and spiritual growth. This book helps you grow closer to God and understand His Word better through daily devotionals and Bible study guides. It is a valuable tool for deepening your relationship with God and gaining eternal life.

As you delve deeper into the text by reading, revisiting, studying, exploring, reflecting upon, and meditating, your understanding of Scripture will deepen. This devotional journey will foster your growth in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. This book can bring about transformative changes in your life: offering correction, conviction, enrichment, and blessing through God’s Word.

Take this chance to be both challenged and strengthened on your spiritual journey! Use the wisdom and insights contained within these pages to enhance your spiritual walk by diving into the Life Story of Jacob today!

This book is dedicated to my beloved wife Wai Yin, my three sons Joseph, Joshua, and Joel, my three daughters-in-law Renee, Tina, and Angelina, and my ten grandchildren Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan, Giselle, Katherine, Annabelle, Isabelle, and Kristabelle. It is also dedicated to future generations who will benefit from these teachings. 

I also want to thank Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Reverend Ng Wah Lok, and Pastor Joshua Tan Poh Kong, for their unwavering support in making this project a reality.

Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith! 

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh
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This is an excellent study guide and devotional, Tony Paradis.

Dr. Koh writes in a clear and concise manner. He knows the subject matter and is an expert in theology, Jenn Bailey.

Koh's diligent exegesis and analysis transport readers into this transformative story, offering timely lessons for those seeking God's guidance,Tejas Kali.

Dr. Andrew reminds us of what God expects of us and offers insightful and thought-provoking questions regarding our works as Christian, Danalle Paterson.

You will get a better understanding with some background information, and make you think about how you yourself are in your life, Ellen Ebieze.

A simple and easy-to-read explanation of the story of Jacob's life.This could be very good for the casual Bible reader. Deborah.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh's approach breathes new life into biblical scripture and makes it relatable for modern readers.  As he makes comparisons to his life, we are able to look inside our own souls. PAR.

Jacob's story is such an interesting tale and Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh brings it to life in a modern world for the reader to enjoy and understand, Rowan E Creech.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh has become one of my favorite authors. If you are curious about Jacob and want to read it accurately, read this book, Tiffany Townsend.

A great book to read and study and helps readers of all ages, Sharmani Jeyaram.

Interesting commentary on the life of Joseph with additional applications for our lives after each chapter, Malgorzata Bernas.

A great study guide and a great time to reflect on where my life is heading. I recommend this book for a deeper understanding of Jacob, Kevin Booker.

Can be used as a bible study or for devotion, Margarita Bailey.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction
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The Hebrew for Genesis is Bereshit, which means “beginning.” Genesis is the book of beginnings: the beginning of the universe, the beginning of creation, the beginning of the human race, the beginning of life, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, and so on. There are many firsts in Genesis: the first human being, the first marriage, the first sin, the first death, the first murder, and so on. When you read the book of Genesis, watch out for all the firsts. The book of Genesis can be divided into two sections: section 1 is Genesis 1–11, primeval history from Adam to Abraham; and section 2 is Genesis 12–50, patriarchal history from Abraham to Joseph. This book covers only Genesis 26–36, the narrative of the life, adventures, and faith journey of Jacob. 

Genre, author, and recipients

The genre of Genesis is historical narrative and chronological genealogy. The author of Genesis is believed to be Moses, who also authored Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These five books are collectively called the Pentateuch. The recipients were the Israelites of the wilderness wandering from Exodus to Deuteronomy.
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Genesis 26 

Déjà Vu
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Isaac did exactly what his father Abraham did one hundred years before. Isaac faced a famine, left Canaan, and went to settle in Gerar. The sins of the father had visited the son of the next generation.

Verses 1–5, 1 There was a famine in the land, in addition to the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar. 2 Yahweh appeared to him, and said, “Don’t go down into Egypt. Live in the land I will tell you about. 3 Live in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you. For I will give to you, and to your offspring, all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of the sky and will give all these lands to your offspring. In your offspring, all the nations of the earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my requirements, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

Reflection

Just as there was a famine during Abraham’s time, there was another famine during Isaac’s time. Just like his father, Abraham, Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. Isaac did not have the faith to believe that the LORD would provide for him even in a famine. 

The LORD appeared to Isaac and told him to stay in Canaan and not to go down to Egypt like his father, Abraham. The LORD reconfirmed the Abrahamic covenant with Isaac because of Abraham’s obedience. 

The LORD gave Isaac four promises: personal blessing, land ownership, posterity, and being a channel of universal blessing to all the nations of the world. 

Abimelech is a title and not a name. This Abimelech was not the Abimelech that Abraham went to. Abimelech in Hebrew means “father of a king.” 

Verses 6–9, 6 Isaac lived in Gerar. 7 The men of the place asked him about his wife. He said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “My wife,” lest, he thought, “the men of the place might kill me for Rebekah because she is beautiful to look at.” 8 When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was caressing Rebekah, his wife. 9 Abimelech called Isaac, and said, “Behold, surely, she is your wife. Why did you say, ‘She is my sister?’” Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die because of her.’”

Reflection

Isaac did not go as far as Egypt but settled down in Gerar, a Philistine town in the Gaza area. Gerar in Hebrew means “lodging-place.” Isaac exhibited the same weakness as his father Abraham. He was afraid that the Philistines would kill him because Rebekah was very beautiful. 

He told Abimelech that he and Rebekah were brother and sister. After some time, Abimelech saw Isaac caressing Rebekah intimately and knew that Rebekah was Isaac’s wife. Abimelech confronted Isaac and rebuked him for lying to him. 

Verses 10–14, 10 Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us!” 11 Abimelech commanded all the people, saying, “He who touches this man or his wife will surely be put to death.” 12 Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year one hundred times what he planted. Yahweh blessed him. 13 The man grew great, and grew more and more until he became very great. 14 He had possessions of flocks, possessions of herds, and a great household. The Philistines envied him. 

Reflection

Abimelech sent a decree forbidding any of his men to touch Isaac and Rebekah or else face capital punishment. Isaac became very prosperous, just like his father Abraham because of the LORD’s blessing. He owned so many flocks, herds, and servants, that even the Philistines envied him. 

Verses 15–18, 15 Now all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth. 16 Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.” 17 Isaac departed from there, encamped in the valley of Gerar, and lived there. 18 Isaac dug again the wells of water, which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham. He called their names after the names by which his father had called them. 

Reflection

Out of jealousy, the Philistines filled with earth all the wells dug by Abraham’s servant. Fearing that Isaac was becoming too powerful, Abimelech begged him to go away. Isaac left Abimelech and settled in the valley of Gerar. Isaac began to dig open again the wells of his father Abraham and named the wells with the same names Abraham had used. 

Verses 19–22, 19 Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of flowing water. 20 The herdsmen of Gerar argued with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So, he called the name of the well Esek because they contended with him. 21 They dug another well, and they argued over that, also. So, he called its name Sitnah. 22 He left that place, and dug another well. They didn’t argue over that one. So, he called it Rehoboth. He said, “For now Yahweh has made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land.”

Reflection

The Philistines claimed ownership over the first two wells that Isaac dug, but they did not claim ownership over the third well. he called the first well Esek, which means “contention” in Hebrew. He named the second well Sitnah, which means “hatred” in Hebrew. He named the third well Rehoboth, which means “wide streets” in Hebrew.

Verses 23–26, 23 He went up from there to Beersheba. 24 Yahweh appeared to him the same night, and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Don’t be afraid, for I am with you, and will bless you, and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.” 25 He built an altar there, and called on Yahweh’s name, and pitched his tent there. There Isaac’s servants dug a well. 26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol the captain of his army. 

Reflection

The LORD appeared to Isaac a second time in Beersheba, reconfirming that He was the God of his father, Abraham. The LORD gave Isaac three promises for Abraham’s sake, divine presence, personal blessing, and posterity. Isaac built an altar to the LORD and settled there. After some time, Abimelech and his friend Ahuzzath came to pay Isaac a courtesy visit.

Verses 27–29, 27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, since you hate me, and have sent me away from you?” 28 They said, “We saw plainly that Yahweh was with you. We said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, even between us and you, and let’s make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, as we have not touched you, and as we have done to you nothing but good, and have sent you away in peace.’ You are now the blessed of Yahweh.”

Reflection

Surprised to see Abimelech, Isaac asked him why he had come. Abimelech replied that he had seen the LORD’s blessing on Isaac and had come in peace to negotiate a peace covenant. 

Verses 30–35, 30 He made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31 They rose up some time in the morning and swore an oath to one another. Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. 32 The same day, Isaac’s servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had dug, and said to him, “We have found water.” 33 He called it “Shibah”. Therefore, the name of the city is “Beersheba” to this day. 34 When Esau was forty years old, he took as wife Judith, the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They grieved Isaac’s and Rebekah’s spirits.
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