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			Dedication

			
		
    Daniel 1:2. With part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.


See how holy things, once used for the noblest purposes, become of no further service when the Spirit of God is gone from the Church. You know that when the Philistines captured the ark of God, and put it in the temple of Dagon, the fish god fell down broken before the ark. Nothing of this kind happened in Babylon. The holy vessels were put into the heathen temple, and no miraculous result followed, for God cares nothing for golden vessels in and of themselves. When sin has polluted his people, their precious things are nothing to him. They may go where men please to carry them. All their value lies in God accepting the service rendered through them. So, brother, you may keep up your attendance at the Lord's supper, and your preachings, and your gatherings for worship; but they will all be nothing without the Spirit of God. See how the Lord's supper is turned into the sacrifice of the mass, and how baptism is represented as the channel or medium of regeneration, when once the Spirit of God has gone from the divinely-appointed ordinances. Besides these holy vessels, Nebuchadnezzar took the best of the people of the land, and carried them away captive. He singled out the rich and the noble, those who had education and other attainments, while he left the poorest of the land behind. Sometimes those who are the most exalted will have the most suffering.


— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to the Book of Daniel
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Is it possible to follow God and get ahead in the secular world? Almost all Christians face this question every day in the workplace, and many find the answer so difficult that it would be easier to give up. Daniel, the main character in the book of Daniel, faced this question under extreme circumstances. Exiled from Jerusalem when the Babylonian Empire conquers God's people, he must live his life in an environment hostile to the Most High. Yet circumstances place him in a position of great opportunity in the service of the king of Babylon.

Should he withdraw from the profane and corrupt Babylonian government and live pleasing to God in an enclave among other Jews? Or should he relegate his faith to a private and personal sphere, perhaps praying to God in the closet, while experiencing the life of Babylonian power and influence in a manner identical to those around him? Daniel chooses neither option. Instead, he embarks on a promising career while remaining publicly faithful to God. The story of how he navigates these treacherous waters is both a primer and a case study for Christians in today's workplace.
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Overview of the Book of Daniel
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The book of Daniel can be confusing. It begins in a straightforward manner, introducing Daniel and his companions as they are pressured to conform to the pleasures and vices of the Babylonian royal court. But the story becomes increasingly bizarre as dreams, visions, and prophecies enter the narrative. Toward the middle (chapter 7), the book becomes particularly apocalyptic, predicting the rise and fall of future kings and kingdoms using metaphors of strange events and creatures. The apocalyptic genre is notoriously difficult to interpret, although Daniel, like Revelation (the entire book of apocalyptic events in the Bible), provides quite a bit of valuable and relevant material for the Work, and it is worth trying to make sense of it for the teaching of the Work.

The big picture of Daniel is that God is coming to overthrow the pagan, corrupt and arrogant kingdoms where His people are in exile. Although His people are suffering now, this faithful suffering is one of the primary means by which God's power moves. It gives them an amazing ability to progress in the present and a bright hope for the future, enabling them to play a significant role in both present survival and future promise. Here we will explore the implications and applications of this overview for Christians in the workplace today.
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Introduction: Exile at the University of Babylon (Daniel 1)
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The book of Daniel begins with the disaster that finally ended the Jewish kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 B.C.), the king of Babylon, conquered Jerusalem, overthrew its king, and took some of the kings and young nobles captive. As was typical in the ancient Near East, Nebuchadnezzar made sure to take revenge on the gods (or in this case, God) of the defeated nation by plundering the temple and using its ancient treasures to decorate the house of his own god (Dan 1:1-3). This tells us that Nebuchadnezzar was an enemy not only of Israel, but also of Israel's God.
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