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    2 Chronicles 20:18. And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the earth; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

What a spectacle! That is the kind of ritualism one likes when the posture is suggested by feelings, when a man feels there is nothing else to do but bow before the Lord. The king could not speak, he was too full of gratitude, too joyful to think that God had thus appeared for him. And he felt that the only thing he could do was to silently bow his head and prostrate himself before God. Haven't you sometimes felt so full of gratitude that you could not express it? "A sacred silence checks our songs and praise is silent on our tongues." Now, as they were worshiping, and just as they had finished that silent worship, the shouts of jubilation were heard. They had caught their breath.

 

 

— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction
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The book of 2 Chronicles shows what history has to do with faith. More than that, it shows what faith has to do with life; it addresses the practical needs of the community. When Solomon and the later kings of Judah were obedient to God, they received His blessings; when they rebelled against Him, they were cursed and punished. In its selection and presentation of historical data, 2 Chronicles shows a priestly perspective that emphasizes the temple and worship. This differs from 1 and 2 Kings, which are written from a prophetic perspective, represented by the ministries of Elijah and Elisha.

2 Chronicles shows that steadfast adherence to faith in the Lord would bring blessings, but neglect would bring curses to the nation and to individuals. The book highlights the temple Solomon built and other aspects of his spiritual leadership and a part of his life that is not described in the same way in 1 Kings. As the southern kingdom, Judah, stood much closer to God's will, it often stands out in 2 Chronicles. In 1 and 2 Kings much more attention is given to the history of Israel, the northern kingdom.
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2 Chronicles 1:1 - 2:5
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In the previous chapter, we saw that David had gathered all the materials for the construction of the temple, as well as the people who would work on the construction. Likewise, David tried to instill enthusiasm not only in the leaders of the nation, but also in the rest of the people. He organized the temple services, for when it was finished. He provided all the money and told his son Solomon to get to work.

Now, in the Second Book of Chronicles, we will see how Solomon went into action. When one comes to this Second Book of Chronicles, it is of great interest to note the different parts into which it is divided. You will recall that in the First Book of Chronicles, everything that was mentioned there had to do with David. The book began with extensive genealogies. There were nine chapters devoted to detailing the descendants from Adam to David. And why were these genealogies cited? Because they led us to David. And why to David? Well, because he led us to Christ and the New Testament, specifically the Gospel of Matthew, begins with the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ son of David. That was the purpose of including these genealogies. We were, therefore, talking about David. Saul was mentioned only in one chapter; and the rest of the book, from chapter 11 to chapter 29, is devoted entirely to the reign of David.

We must remember that in the books of Chronicles we have God's point of view, not man's. In the Books of Samuel and Kings we did see the human point of view. In the Books of Samuel and Kings we did observe the human point of view. That does not mean that these books were not inspired. They were inspired by God. But He left us first the human point of view of this historical period and then the divine point of view. And when we looked at that divine point of view, we saw that the emphasis fell on David. And what is the emphasis that David emphasized? The building of the temple of God.

When we get to the Second Book of Chronicles, we mention two main themes. The first is the building of the temple and the second is a spiritual renewal. This book chronologically covers the same period as the books of Kings, although certain notable emphases are observed.

In the first nine chapters we have the reign of Solomon. Six of those chapters, chapter 2 through chapter 7, are devoted to the building of the temple. It is evident that God placed the emphasis on the building of the temple. That was the greatest work that Solomon carried out, the most transcendental of all his life.

There are many people who remember Solomon in relation to all the women he had; that's all they remember. And certainly that aspect was something spectacular, no doubt about it. But God did not put his emphasis on that. In that facet of his life he was not doing God's will. He was acting contrary to God's will and was a factor in the division of the kingdom. And he failed to avoid his punishment for it. Solomon was judged by God. Sin, Dear Reader, always brings judgment. No matter who commits the sin, dear friend, it always brings punishment. And the only way you can get to heaven is through a Savior, and that Savior is Jesus Christ.

So the first major theme of 2 Chronicles is Solomon's construction of the temple. That was important. God thought it was important and inspired the writer to devote six chapters to this subject.

Now, the second important issue presented in this Second Book of Chronicles is that of the division of the kingdom. From chapter 10 to the end of the book, this theme was developed. In the books of Kings we have seen that when the kingdom was divided, different kings reigned, and most of them were characters that did not have much appeal. We have said that in the kingdom of Israel (or the northern kingdom) there was no good king. So in 2 Chronicles no emphasis was given to the kingdom of Israel. The emphasis in this book is on the southern kingdom (i.e., the kingdom of Judah), and on David's line of descent. There we also see a group of bad kings. But we can highlight five of them who were outstanding: Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah. These five kings were the means to bring back a spiritual renewal to the nation. God placed, then, the emphasis on renewal, and in this section we will devote considerable time to the theme of renewal.

We must say that God is sovereign. We cannot force Him to do anything. He has a plan and He is not going to change it, for you or for me. The important thing in our day, Dear Reader, is that we set ourselves to go according to God's plan. God's will comes to us down through the ages, from eternity, and it becomes a reality down through the ages until eternity. And no one can stop such a great force as that of God.

Someone may say that he does not like this idea. Let us remember that we are creatures, and that a creature cannot force God to do something. Rather, it is God who is trying to get us to do something. And therein lies the problem. It is not God's responsibility to obey us, but it is our responsibility to obey Him. Someone might ask, "Doesn't God want to send a renewal? Of course He does, and are we willing to meet His conditions? We logically answer yes, but in reality we are not. We think it is interesting to note that the spiritual movements that have arisen in our days have not been provoked by certain formulations or strategies that include certain methods or conditions that have to be fulfilled for them to succeed. And we must say that today we must learn to bow before the will of God, and we must draw closer to Him and surrender ourselves confidently to the fulfillment of His will. And in history we see that there are certain people who have been used in a wonderful way because they were willing to receive and not to give orders. Sometimes those who have tried to push for a merely human leadership, even acting in good faith, are the ones who impede an authentic spiritual renewal.

What we do need is to listen to what the Word of God says about it. And that is why we are here trying to deliver the Word of God to others. We do not believe that God needs our brilliant ideas. We are told in the Scriptures that a spiritual movement does not arise as a result of human efforts. Said the prophet Zechariah in chapter 4 verse 6, "It does not depend on army or force, but on my Spirit, says the Lord Almighty." It is not about our brains or our resources or physical strength, but about the action and moving of the Spirit. That is a hard lesson to learn.

The focus of light in this book concentrates on the kings who followed in the line of David's descent. Special importance is given to the five kings we have already mentioned, whose reigns saw periods of renewal and reform. The book concludes with the decree of Cyrus II the Great, of Persia, after the seventy years of captivity. No data is included on the period of the captivity, which seems to constitute a pause in God's plan. Recall that these books of Chronicles constitute the historical record presented from God's point of view. In our study of 2 Chronicles we will follow the following outline:

I. The reign of Solomon, in chapters 1 to 9.

II. The division of the kingdom and the history of the kingdom of Judah, in chapters 10 to 36 where the reforms were especially highlighted:

A. King Asa, chapters 14 to 16.

B. King Jehoshaphat, chapters 17 to 20.

C. King Joash, chapters 23 to 24.

D. King Hezekiah, chapters 29-32.

E. King Josiah, chapters 34 to 35.

Let's move on to
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2 Chronicles 1
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The theme of this chapter focuses on the beginning of Solomon's reign and the king's prayer for wisdom. And now let us see what we are told in the first verse of this first chapter of the Second Book of Chronicles:

"Solomon the son of David was established in his kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him and magnified him exceedingly."

Recall that we expressed the opinion that Solomon was not precisely David's personal choice to occupy the throne. It was God's choice. We do not believe that David would have wished Solomon to be the next king. It was obvious that his choice would have fallen on Absalom, the young man who rebelled against him. David loved Absalom. When this son of his died, David suffered greatly. Surely you remember that when David sent his army to suppress the revolt, he gave all his captains specific instructions that Absalom was to come to no harm. David was willing to sacrifice anything for his son whom he loved so much. We believe that Absalom had much of David's temperament. He was in many ways David's equal, but he was not God's chosen one to be king. God had chosen Solomon and was going to bless him in his reign. God always chooses the weak elements of this world; therefore he was going to use him. It is that God's strength is manifested in human weakness. David had already departed. He had been a great man, in contrast to Solomon, who was young, tender, and without a strong personality. But God would use him to make the project of building the temple a reality.

"And Solomon the son of David was established in his kingdom," we read here. In other words, the kingdom would reach its apogee under the reign of Solomon. David had laid the foundations, the foundation of the kingdom. It says here: "and the Lord his God was with him, and magnified him exceedingly". Here we can realize the goodness of God.

This man, Solomon, would come to disobey God and would do so in such a way that God would have to disown him and tell him that He would divide His kingdom. Solomon would be responsible for that division. The reason God did not do this during Solomon's reign was out of love for David, his father, and not out of God's regard for Solomon. Let us turn now to verse 2 of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Chronicles:

"Solomon summoned all Israel, heads of thousands and heads of hundreds, judges, and all the princes of all Israel, heads of fathers' houses."

Here we can appreciate that Solomon met with all the leaders of Israel. Let us now continue with verse 3:

"Then Solomon went with all this assembly to the high place that was at Gibeon, for there was the Tabernacle of the congregation of God which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had made in the wilderness."

In that place, in Gibeon, the tabernacle was located. We must remember that David brought the ark, which was in a tent in Jerusalem. But they could not go directly and immediately to God. They had to approach Him through the tabernacle, where there was a bronze altar, and that altar speaks to us of the cross of Christ. They had to go to that place to approach God.

And you and I, Dear Reader, have to approach God in the same way. There is a mistaken notion that anyone, under any circumstances, can run into God's presence and that God is waiting ready to hear you. The Bible explains that the Lord does not always hear our prayers. You may recall that it was the apostle Peter who wrote in his first letter 3:12: "For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." God never said he would listen to the prayers of evildoers. The only prayer, we believe, that the sinner can make, is one in which he turns to God and accepts His mercy through Jesus Christ. If you want to approach God, you must do it through the cross.

That is what Solomon did, he led the leaders of the people, who went to Gibeon, where the tabernacle and the brazen altar were located. The king was behaving intelligently in the beginning of his reign. Then, we read in verses 4 and 5:

"But David had brought the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim to the place which he had prepared for it; for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem. And the brazen altar, which Bezalel the son of Uri the son of Hur had made, was there before the tabernacle of the Lord, where Solomon went to inquire of the assembly.

That is the way to God, through the brazen altar. They could not approach Him through the ark. In other words, you and I cannot go directly into the presence of God. The way of the cross is the only way that leads to the heavenly home. There is no other way. And now, verse 6 says:

"So Solomon went up thither before the Lord to the brazen altar that was in the tabernacle of the congregation, and offered upon it a thousand burnt offerings."

They were certainly not stingy in their sacrifices. We will be able to note later on, during this whole period, the abundance of sacrifices in Solomon's day. Let us now look at verses 7 through 9:

"That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, 'Ask of me what you wish me to give you. Solomon said to God, 'You have shown great mercy to David my father, and have made me king in his stead. Now therefore, O Lord God, let the word come true which thou hast spoken unto David my father: for thou hast made me king over a people as the dust of the earth.

God fulfilled a promise made not only to David, but also to Abraham. He said to him, "I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore," meaning that his descendants could not be numbered. Now, verse 10, it says:

"Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may know how to lead this people; for who shall be able to govern this thy great people?"

Some praise Solomon because he was smart enough to ask for wisdom. God gave him that credit. But where did he get that idea? Let's go back for a moment to the First Book of Chronicles and read in chapter 22, verse 12, where we find David, saying to Solomon: "May the Lord give you understanding and wisdom, so that when you govern Israel, you may keep the law of the Lord your God". In verse 7, of the same chapter 22, we see that David said to Solomon: "My son, in my heart I purposed to build a temple dedicated to the name of the Lord my God". Then he explained to him that he could not do it because he had shed too much blood and God would not allow him to do it. Then he said in verse 11: "Now therefore, my son, the Lord be with you, and prosper you, that you may build the House to the Lord your God, as he has said of you." Then he went on to say what we mentioned earlier in verse 12, and which is of utmost importance, and worth repeating; "And the Lord give thee understanding and wisdom, that when thou governest Israel, thou mayest keep the law of the Lord thy God."

So, when God asked Solomon what he wanted, Solomon answered: "I need wisdom". And God recognized this good attitude of Solomon. Now, God told Solomon here in verses 11 and 12:

"God answered Solomon, 'Because this has been the desire of your heart, and you did not ask for riches, wealth, or glory, nor for the life of those who seek your evil, nor did you ask for many days, but you have asked for wisdom and knowledge for yourself to rule my people, over whom I have made you king, wisdom and knowledge are given you; and I will also give you riches, wealth, and glory, such as the kings who were before you never had, nor those who come after you will have."

God granted his request for wisdom and, in addition, gave him other blessings. We must clarify that the wisdom he asked for was to rule his nation as king. Solomon did not ask for spiritual discernment and later we will see that he lacked that spiritual discernment in his personal life. Although he received divine wisdom to rule, he did not seem to have wisdom to put his own life in order. Let us now turn to verses 14 and 15, of this chapter 1, of the Second Book of Chronicles:

"Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen; and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, and put them in the cities for the chariots and by the king in Jerusalem. And the king made silver and gold to be in Jerusalem as much as stones, and cedar trees as the wild fig trees of the plain."

In our days, it is the sycamore tree that is seen in that land in abundance, but not many cedars are seen. The king caused the cedars to grow in number as much as the sycamore trees, and the silver and gold to abound as much as the stones.

If you have had the opportunity to visit that land or maybe you have ever seen pictures of the place, you will know that there are rocks and stones everywhere and more than anywhere else. It is something really amazing. And here we see that by Solomon's action, gold and silver became as common as rocks. And now, verses 16 and 17 tell us:

"The king's merchants bought by contract horses and fine linen from Egypt, for Solomon. They went up and bought in Egypt a chariot for six hundred pieces of silver and a horse for one hundred and fifty. And all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria bought in this way through them."

Solomon was entering an area that was actually forbidden to him. In Deuteronomy chapter 17 verses 16 and 17, God had told the Israelites that someday they would have a king, and that king should not increase the number of horses by bringing them from Egypt, nor should he increase the number of his wives, lest they turn away his heart. Neither should he increase his riches too much. But Solomon did the contrary. He increased the number of his horses, enriched himself personally, and later we shall see that he increased the number of his wives. 
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2 Chronicles 2
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In this second chapter, we begin with the subject of the building of the temple, specifically, up to chapter 4. Solomon went into action, according to the instructions he had received from his father David and then,
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Solomon prepares to build the temple

[image: ]




We read in the first two verses the following:

"So Solomon determined to build a house for the name of the Lord, and a house for his kingdom. And Solomon appointed seventy thousand porters, and fourscore thousand stonecutters, and three thousand and six hundred foremen to oversee them."

The plans for the building of the temple were consulted and Solomon set in motion the organization that was needed for the building of the temple. Let us observe that the building of the temple is the part of Solomon's kingdom that God emphasized. And we continue with verse 3:

Then Solomon sent to Hiram king of Tyre, saying, "Do to me as you did to David my father, sending him cedar trees, that he might build himself a house to dwell in."

Hiram had had a great affection for David, and David for him. On the basis of that friendship, Solomon appealed to him for help. We believe that Hiram had problems with Solomon, as we shall see later. He had been very generous to David, but he found Solomon a difficult person to deal with. And we read in verse 4:

"See, I am to build a House for the name of the Lord my God, to consecrate it to him, to burn sweet incense before him, for the continual placing of consecrated bread in rows, to offer him morning and evening burnt offerings, on the Sabbaths, and on the feasts of the new moon, and on all the feasts of the Lord our God; which is to be perpetual in Israel."

Let us observe that these ordinances were always to be in force. If we were to accept the view that these sacrifices will be restored in the millennium, we would say that such sacrifices in the past anticipated the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. And if they were to be resumed in the millennium, we would say that God has so established it and they would then have the significance of being a reminder of what occurred in the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, in verse 5, we read:

"And the house which I am to build must be great, for our God is great above all gods."

Now, what makes something common, a great thing? What makes a man, a great person? What makes a nation or a Church great? God, Dear reader; only the presence of God. And that is something we are losing sight of in our days. God's presence can fill with life someone who is wasting his life, someone who wanders disoriented and whose life is reduced to a tedious routine, to a closed circle, to a labyrinth. When a person can see the greatness of God and his love, expressed in the death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and receives the risen Lord as his Savior, then yes, his life begins to be transformed by the work of the Spirit of God, gaining value, quality, meaning and orientation. And from that moment on, the person, accepting the promise of the Word of God, is aware that he has eternal life. Dear reader, wouldn't you like to be that person?
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2 Chronicles 2:5 - 5:10
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In the previous chapter, we had a good introduction to this Second Book of Chronicles, where we saw the beginning of Solomon's reign. David had disappeared from the scene in the last chapter of the First Book of Chronicles, and then, Solomon came to the throne. In this book we have nine chapters dedicated to Solomon's reign. And the interesting thing is that six of them are devoted to the construction of the temple. Solomon was building the temple, following the instructions and preparations made by David his father.

Now, we have in this second chapter, the beginning of the edification. Immediately, he began to organize the workers for the task ahead. Then, he enlisted the help of David's friend, Hiram, king of Tyre, to provide him with the materials he would need as he went forward with the construction of the house for the Lord in Jerusalem, on the very site David had selected.

Let's start today, reading once again verses 5 and 6, to make clearer the connection with what we have here. Let's read then verses 5 and 6, of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Chronicles:

"And the house which I am to build must be great, for our God is great above all gods. But who shall be able to build Him a House, seeing that the heavens and the heavens of the heavens cannot contain Him? Who then am I, that I should build Him a House, if only to burn incense before Him?"

Sacrifice was the way they used to reach God. The only way we can reach God in our day, Dear Reader, is through the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. An important thing to note in this situation is that Solomon had no doubt as to who God was, or whether He would ever occupy the place Solomon was building.

In an article written by a theologian, he said, that what Solomon was trying to make was a little house, which was like putting God in a box; and that the people had the idea that God must be put in a box in order to be kept there. But, let us say, dear friend, that Solomon had no such idea as that, nor did the people. They were far ahead of many people in our day. Many people call the Church "The House of God." Well, God never occupies a house. He never has. The temple of that time was a place to make sacrifices. It was a place to approach God and it had to be worthy of Him. It was something well adorned, something very beautiful. It was not of great size compared to the other buildings of those days; like for example the temple of Diana in Ephesus and the pyramids, we would see that it was small. But, although the size was not too big, it was distinguished by the enormous wealth it had: a tremendous amount of gold, silver and precious stones were used in its construction, wealth gathered by King David. Let us read now, verse 7, of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Chronicles, where Solomon continued speaking to King Hiram, or sending him his message, in which he said to him:

"Send me, therefore, now a skillful man who knows how to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in iron, in purple, in scarlet, and in blue, and who knows how to carve with the masters who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom my father hired."

They had to look for specialized workers in another country, because Israel had dedicated itself to agriculture, as God had so disposed. If you have the opportunity to travel through that land today, you will see that its people are doing the same thing, that is, they are engaged in agriculture. We do not believe that there is any land more fertile than that found in the valley of Esdraelon, near Megiddo. It is certainly a fertile place. The nation of Israel, then, had no artificers or craftsmen, and they had to call upon the help of Hiram to supply the person who was needed. Now, Solomon said in verse 8:

"Send me also wood from Lebanon: cedar, cypress, and sandalwood; for I know that your servants know how to cut wood in Lebanon. My servants shall go with your servants."

In other words, Solomon's men would learn the trade from these other people. Let us move on to verses 9 and 10, where the message to Hiram continues.

"I have given them to prepare me plenty of wood, for the house that I am to build will be great and mighty. For your servants, those who work cutting the wood, I have given four million four hundred thousand liters of wheat, the same amount of barley, four hundred and forty thousand liters of wine and as many liters of oil".

Later we will see that there was a misunderstanding as to the amount Solomon was to pay. Now, let us read verses 11 through 13, of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Chronicles:

"Then Hiram, king of Tyre, answered in a letter which he sent to Solomon, Because the Lord loved his people, he has made you king over them. Hiram also said, Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who made the heavens and the earth, and who gave to King David a wise, understanding, prudent, and wise son, who is to build a house for the Lord, and a house for his kingdom. I, therefore, have sent you a man of skill and understanding, Hiram-abi."

And then the king of Tyre went on to describe this person he was sending. Let us turn now to verses 17 and 18:

"Solomon took a census of all the strangers that were in the land of Israel, after that which David his father had taken; and it was found that there were an hundred and fifty and three thousand and six hundred. And he appointed of them seventy thousand to bear burdens, and fourscore thousand for the quarries in the mountains, and three thousand and six hundred for overseers to work the people."

These were the people who would be the helpers. They would help the carpenters, masons, etc., in the common tasks. 
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2 Chronicles 3 - Solomon began the construction of the temple.
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In the first part of verse 1, we read:

"Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah, which had been shown to David his father, in the place which David had prepared in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite."

We have already said that this was the same place where Abraham had offered his son Isaac to God. On that same hill, on the outskirts of the city of Jerusalem, is Golgotha, the place of the Skull, where the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. King David had bought this estate from Ornan. It is the same area as the temple today, and it was there that Solomon built it.

Now, we are not going to go into all the details that are mentioned here, because to tell the truth, we do not believe that they are of interest. It would be like reading a blueprint or the list of materials needed for the construction of a building. We only want to comment on some truths that were not mentioned in the Books of Kings, nor anywhere else. Let us then read verse 3:

"These are the measurements that Solomon gave to the foundations of the house of God: the length was twenty-seven meters and the breadth was nine meters."

The temple was twice the size of the tabernacle. Only the temple itself is included in these measurements, since many other buildings were built around it.

There are some things to which we should or wish to direct our attention. Some of them have already been mentioned, others have not. Let us turn then, to verse 13 of this chapter 3 of the Second Book of Chronicles. Verse 13, says:

"These cherubim, whose outstretched wings measured a total of nine meters, stood with their faces turned toward the central hall."

These were the cherubim that faced downward toward the mercy seat or lid of the ark. You will recall that when Moses built the tabernacle or tent of meeting, the instructions he received did not indicate any measurement as to the size of the cherubim, and that tells us about deity. And deity cannot be measured. But here in the temple, the measurements of the cherubim were given, which were undoubtedly larger than in the tabernacle. But even with the measurements given, there is in a sense, a note of deterioration; and that is that they were trying to measure deity, and that, Dear reader, cannot be done.

Let us remember that here we are getting God's point of view. What was mentioned here from God that was not recorded according to the human point of view of the books of Kings? Well, here we are given the beauty of the veil or curtain. Let's notice what verse 14 says:
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