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Chapter 1. Two Ravens and a Very Special Night
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The Guardians of the Night. On a branch of an ancient oak tree, illuminated by the full moon, sat two black ravens – Ash and Flick. In the distance loomed a majestic castle. They shared a moment of silence, sensing that this night would be anything but ordinary. Despite the surrounding stillness, their hearts beat in rhythm with the approaching miracle. They were not mere birds; they were the guardians of the night, ready for service.

As soon as the great castle clock powerfully struck the evening hours, both ravens took to the air. They circled the highest tower, as if respectfully greeting the very time of silence itself, and then glided quietly toward the sleeping city. 
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Soaring above snow-covered rooftops, they carefully watched every narrow street and sleeping courtyard, remembering each shadow and every glimmer of light in the windows.

Though their wings cut through the cold, crystal-clear air, they faithfully carried out their nightly duty—guarding the city’s calm, still unaware of the fateful task that awaited them.

[image: ]

Perched on the iron gates of the market square, the ravens looked out into the night market. Under the softly flickering fairy lights, the square was almost empty, but there was a strange sense of anticipation in the air – as if something had not yet happened, but was already approaching. They were not alone; every detail, every creak of the gate seemed to whisper that this place was special, and that someone was sharing the night with them, watching over them. But for now, their needs were simple – to find food, knowing the night would be long and they would soon need their strength.
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