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Introduction

Why Symbolic Reading Needs Discipline
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Symbolic reading becomes useless the moment it turns lazy. Many people hear that Scripture may be read inwardly and immediately begin treating the text like a cloud of private impressions in which anything can mean anything. That is not freedom. That is interpretive drift. It is one more way of refusing the discipline that sacred language asks of the reader. The purpose of this appendix is therefore simple: to show how one may read the Bible symbolically, inwardly and psychologically without thinning it into vagueness, irreverence, self-flattery, or spiritual improvisation.
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