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Preface




Kim had never been the type of woman who let anyone else set the pace. Forty-four, confident, and sharper than most men could handle, she had spent years perfecting the art of seduction without ever letting it slip into surrender. But the first time she saw Jareth, she knew instinctively that this wasn’t going to be a game she could win by her usual rules.

 

He was younger, not by much, but enough to carry that mix of arrogance and hunger that only came with a man who knew exactly what he was capable of. Broad shoulders, dark skin that seemed to drink in the low light of the room, and a presence that filled the space before he ever spoke.

 

Their meeting wasn’t supposed to matter. A favor for a friend, a casual drink, a polite conversation. But the way his eyes lingered, the way his voice dropped when he said her name… it wasn’t casual. It wasn’t polite. It was a challenge.

 

And Kim had never been able to walk away from a challenge.





Chapter 1 – Opening Moves

The lounge was low-lit, warm, and alive with soft jazz that made every word feel more intimate. Kim sat at the corner of the bar, her glass of red wine untouched as she scrolled through her phone, pretending not to notice the man across the room.

She had noticed him the second he walked in.

He moved like he owned every inch of space he stepped on. Dark charcoal slacks cut perfectly along powerful legs, a black shirt rolled at the sleeves showing lean forearms with veins that made her throat dry. His shoulders were broad enough to draw every eye in the room, but his gaze—when it found hers—made it feel like no one else existed.

“Kim?”

His voice slid over her skin, deep and rich, and she turned slowly like she hadn’t been waiting for it.

“Jareth.” She let his name roll off her tongue like a slow exhale. “You’re late.”

He smiled, not apologetic at all as he stepped closer. “Worth the wait?”

Her lips curved, a smirk hiding under the rim of her wine glass as she finally took a sip. “We’ll see.”

---

He took the seat beside her without asking, his arm brushing hers lightly as he ordered his drink. The scent of his cologne hit her—something warm and spicy that clung to his skin instead of floating in the air.

“You don’t look like someone who plays it safe,” he said, his eyes sliding down her dress.

She had chosen the black silk deliberately. Thin straps, a deep neckline that offered a hint of cleavage without being obvious, and a slit high enough to let her cross her legs and feel the fabric slide against bare skin.
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