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      Step into the abyss with this gripping series that unravels the chilling tales of serial killers worldwide. From the damp and foggy streets of Victorian London to the bustling metropolises of modern-day America, no corner of the globe is left unexplored. Each book in the series delves into a different region, offering a comprehensive look at the infamous serial killers who have left a trail of terror in their wake. 

      The International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series sheds light on the murderous minds of many killers, including their motivations, methods, and madness, through detailed research and explicit retelling of events. Some are notorious names that echo through history books, while others are lesser-known killers whose stories are no less harrowing. Each volume reveals a new layer of darkness.

      Amidst the horror, there are tales of resilience and justice – the strength of survivors and the justice meted out by the tireless efforts of law enforcement. These stories are a compelling blend of true crime facts and psychological insight and a haunting journey through the twisted minds and deeds of serial killers from around the world. Prepare to be enthralled, horrified, and captivated as you delve into the shadows of the abyss.
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        * * *

      

      Volume 2 of the International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series focuses on the most notorious serial killers from the Soviet Union Era of history. In the shadows of the Iron Curtain, amidst the turmoil of revolution and the rigid structures of the Soviet regime, a different kind of darkness lurked. Behind closed doors and beneath the watchful eyes of the state, a breed of killers emerged, their crimes shrouded in secrecy and fear from the haunting corridors of Moscow to the desolate landscapes of Siberia.

      From Andrei Chikatilo, a.k.a. the “Butcher of Rostov,” whose insatiable hunger for violence claimed the lives of dozens, leaving a trail of mutilation and terror in his wake, to Vasili Komaroff, a.k.a. the “Wolf of Moscow,” who killed so many men, he couldn’t even remember his kill count. Each chapter reveals the brutal tales of individuals consumed by their darkest desires and a compelling blend of true crime and psychological intrigue.

      Murderous Minds Soviet Union delves deeper, revealing the many enigmatic figures who haunted a nation’s collective consciousness. Each chapter unveils a new layer of horror and intrigue where the echoes of the past continue to reverberate to this day.
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      In this exploration of the macabre, we journey through the clandestine corridors of Soviet society, where the screams of the innocent drown out the echoes of footsteps. From the bustling streets of Moscow to the frozen expanses of Siberia, each chapter unveils a new layer of horror, a new face of evil.

      The Soviet Union, with its vast expanse and diverse population, became a breeding ground for the darkest impulses of humanity. Within its borders, the likes of Andrei Chikatilo, the “Butcher of Rostov,” roamed freely, preying upon the vulnerable with impunity. His gruesome acts of violence and depravity shocked the world, leaving a scar on the collective consciousness that still lingers to this day.

      But Chikatilo was not alone. Murderous Minds Soviet Union delves deeper, uncovering the stories of “The Leningrad Strangler,” “The Bloody Casanova,” and myriad other twisted individuals whose names are etched into the annals of infamy. Through meticulous research and vivid storytelling, we confront the chilling reality of their crimes, exploring the motivations, methods, and madness that drove them to commit unspeakable acts.

      Yet, amidst the darkness, there are also glimpses of light. This book bears witness to the resilience of the human spirit, the bravery of those who fought against injustice, and the triumph of good over evil. Through the tireless efforts of law enforcement, the courage of survivors, and the determination of ordinary citizens, justice was served, and the shadows were pushed back, if only for a moment.

      As we embark on this harrowing journey through the depths of Soviet society, we are reminded that evil knows no bounds and that serial killers can thrive even in the most unlikely of places. But we are also reminded of the power of truth, justice, and the enduring human spirit that refuses to be extinguished, even in the face of unspeakable horror.
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      Vasili Komaroff was born Vasily Terentyevich Petrov in Vitebsk Governorate, Soviet Union, in January 1871. His family was poor, and he was one of fifteen children. His father was a heavy drinker and would often make his sons drink with him, which, for Vasili, started at the age of fifteen. 

      When Vasili reached the age of nineteen, he was conscripted into the army and served for four years. At the age of twenty-eight, Vasili was married. During the Russian-Japanese War in 1904, he traveled to fight for the army. While away from home, he started to make money from robberies and thefts. He was arrested for stealing from a military warehouse and sentenced to serve one year in prison. During that year, his wife died from cholera during an outbreak. 

      Once Vasili was released from jail, he moved to Riga, now known as Latvia. He met and married a Polish woman, Sophia, and they would have two children. As an adult, Vasili continued drinking and was now an alcoholic. But unlike his father, he was a mean drunk. After drinking, Vasili would always end up fighting with Sophia and beating her. Often, if the kids were awake, he would beat them as well. 

      When the Germans invaded the Baltics in World War I, Vasili took his family and fled to Volga. Two years later, when the citizens began to revolt against the government, he joined the Red Army and, over time, became a platoon leader. During the revolution, he was captured in one of the battles. Vasili managed to escape and was never tried by the Russian Revolutionary Tribune. 

      When Vasili returned home, he changed his name to Vasili Ivanovich Komaroff to avoid being arrested. Later, in 1920, he moved to Moscow with his family. He got a job as a "carriage driver," another name for a horse racer. Horse racing as a competitive sport was quite popular in Britain, where a single horse pulled a much larger carriage during the race. Vasili also dabbled in minor crimes, such as petty thefts.

      In 1921, under Vladimir Lenin’s rule, the Soviet Union allowed its citizens to own their businesses and make a profit. Komaroff decided to become a horse trader to make money. However, it was pretty much a ruse to lure his victims. Komaroff would meet a potential customer and invite them to his home, where he would serve them vodka and food. During the night, he would kill them by hitting them over the head with a hammer or cutting their throats with a knife. He would put their body into a large bag and hide it in the house so that his wife or kids wouldn’t discover it. Then, when he had the chance, he would take the bag with the dead body and either dump it into the Moscow River or bury it in the ground. 

      Later that year, Komaroff’s wife accidentally discovered one of the men he had murdered hidden in a bag at the house. Sophia wasn’t upset or angry about him killing another man. She decided that she would help him to commit more murders. Over the next two years, the couple would murder at least twenty-nine people.

      Police discovered some of the bodies of the men that Komaroff had murdered, and they started what turned into a two-year investigation. Twenty-one men’s corpses were recovered. All of the men he murdered were involved in the buying and selling of horses, so police began canvassing people who were involved in the business of horse trading. During their interviews, they heard about Komaroff always having a new horse to sell, usually twice a week. Komaroff was seen leaving with a potential customer, and that customer always disappeared and was never seen again.

      In February 1923, police visited Komaroff’s home to question him. While there, they found the remains of a man partially covered by a stack of hay. Somehow, Komaroff escaped arrest that day, but in March, he was found in a distant town, arrested, and returned to Moscow.

      During his interrogation by police, Komaroff admitted to murdering thirty-three men. He added that he might have killed more, but he just couldn’t remember. His motive was strictly to steal their horse and/or their money. 

      Later, Komaroff brought the police to the locations where he had disposed of his victims. Another six bodies were recovered. Police also arrested his wife, Sophia, and charged her with the murders as well. They figured that with the amount of men he killed and the tiny house they lived in, there was no way she couldn’t have known that he was killing these men. 

      Both Vasili and Sophia were convicted of thirty-three murders and sentenced to death. The couple was shot by a firing squad in Moscow on June 18, 1923.
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      Alexander Alekseevich Labutkin was born in St. Petersburg, Soviet Union, in 1910. The exact date of his birth is not known. In 1928, he got a job as a gunsmith and worked for the Krasnoznamyonets Arms Factory. His employer was working on creating a replacement for gunpowder with gun cotton at the time. In 1930, when Labutkin was working in the woods, taking stumps out of the ground using an explosive, he accidentally got caught in one of the explosions and lost his right hand.

      Labutkin had to change jobs because he couldn’t continue working as a gunsmith with only one hand, so he worked as a steam conductor in Leningrad. Labutkin was known to have an ego, and he felt that this new job was an embarrassment. He often dressed in the most expensive suits and hats and spoke in a sophisticated manner. 

      On August 30, 1933, Labutkin, disguised as a mushroom picker, walked through the woods behind the old powder plant where he worked. During his walk, he ran into two men and three women who were also walking in the woods. He pulled out his gun and began shooting at them. Both men and two of the women died there. One of the women survived and, when found, was taken to the hospital. Sadly, she died later that day in the hospital.

      Four months later, on December 2, 1933, two more men were shot in the same wooded area. Both men’s footwear was stolen from their corpses. They had been murdered with the same type of bullets as the five others back in August. 

      The following year, on April 11th, Labutkin surprised a locksmith walking home from work. Labutkin shot the man and stole the money he was carrying, a suitcase, and even some of his teeth, which had gold in them. 

      Labutkin wouldn’t strike again for six months. On November 13, 1934, he came across a birdwatcher who was out viewing birds in the park. All he stole from that man was a birdcage. 

      The following year, 1935, Labutkin went into the woods again to look for victims. In the two hours he was there, he ran into two married couples who had just been out for a walk in the park after dinner. He ended up shooting both couples to death and stole nothing.

      In February, he shot and killed a single man who was in the park having his lunch. In March, he attempted to kill another couple who was out for a walk in the park, but the woman survived and was taken to the hospital. She was able to identify Labutkin as the gunman, and he was arrested shortly after.

      During the police’s interrogation of Labutkin, he confessed to committing twelve murders, and during his trial in July 1935, he was found guilty and sentenced to death. He was executed by firing squad. 

      Labutkin’s wife was also arrested as an accomplice to the murders and for concealing her husband’s crimes. She, too, was convicted but given a prison sentence of thirty-five years.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            THREE

          

          
            Vladimir Vinnichevsky

          

          THE URALS MONSTER

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Vladimir Georgeievich Vinnichevsky was born in Varkhnyaya Saida, Sverdlovsk Oblast, Soviet Union, on June 8, 1923. His father was a crew chief for the town utility company, and his mother was an accountant. Financially, his family was on the higher end of the average family in the Soviet Union at that time. They even had their own house. 

      Vladimir grew up two houses away from the famous sculptor Ernst Neizvastny. The two were in the same grade throughout school, except in the sixth grade when Vladimir failed and had to repeat the grade. Years later, after Vladimir was arrested and charged with murders, Neizvastny told the police and court that Vladimir was timid, quiet, and liked to spend a lot of his time alone. He also said that often, Vladimir went to the bathroom and was in there for hours. Neizvastny said that Vladimir didn’t seem to have any desire for girls and that he admitted he didn’t want to have sex with them.

      The first murder that police uncovered was that of a four-year-old girl, Gerta Grebanova, who was playing in her family’s front yard by herself in late September 1938. Vladimir, who was fifteen years old at the time, walked through the gate of their front yard and lured the child into the family’s backyard garden. There, he strangled her until she passed out. He then pulled a knife out of his jacket and stabbed her several times in her head. He only stopped stabbing her when his knife got stuck in her skull. When he tried to remove it, the knife broke. 

      When police found Gerta’s body, they removed her head and kept it as evidence because it still had some of the murderer’s knife embedded in it. They reasoned that when the murderer used the knife again, they would be able to prove it was the same killer responsible. Instead, after Vladimir murdered Greta and broke his knife, he threw the rest of it away in his neighbor’s garbage and began using a screwdriver to kill his victims.

      Vladimir murdered both boys and girls. And not only in his hometown of Sverdlovsk but also in neighboring towns such as Nizhny Tagi and Kushva. He intended to throw the investigators off the trail by murdering children in other locations. 

      At first, Vladimir began to attack young girls to try and have intercourse with them. After the first few attempts didn’t work because he was too large for the girls, he started to perform anal sex on them. He figured out that this would work on young boys as well. Vladimir went on to attack, rape, and murder several children until the Fall of 1939.

      On October 24, 1939, three-year-old Vyacheslav Volkov was placed outside the family’s front door to play while his mother was getting ready to go shopping. Vladimir happened to walk by their house, saw the boy, entered the front gate, grabbed the boy, and ran. The boy’s mother heard a commotion, went outside, and screamed. Vladimir quickly jumped on a tram with the boy and got away. Three high school cadet police were patrolling the tram when they saw Vladimir jump on with the boy. They decided to follow Vladimir, who got off the tram near a wooded area, and three of them followed. Vladimir took the boy into the woods, and once he found a clearing, he removed his scarf and began to strangle the boy. The three cadets found him, stopped him from choking the boy, and placed him under arrest.  

      During the detective’s interrogation of Vladimir, he readily confessed to the murders. He even kept a list of his murders at home. He had encrypted the list in case someone had come across it so they couldn’t understand it. The list was brought out during the trial and shown as an exhibit. At the trial, Vladimir’s parents stated that they denounced their son. 

      On April 8, 1935, the courts in the Soviet Union adopted a new resolution to impose the death penalty on all citizens from the age of twelve in an attempt to try and bring down the number of juvenile criminals in the country. Before that, the death penalty was only handed down to adults, which was considered to be when a person reached the age of nineteen. 

      On January 16, 1940, Vladimir Vinnichevsky was convicted of eight murders and sentenced to death. He filed an appeal to be released to fight in World War II, but it was denied. He was executed by firing squad at the age of seventeen. In the Soviet Union at this time, they never returned the bodies of the executed criminals to their families. Instead, they would bury them in an unknown place somewhere near Moscow. 
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      Philipp Petrovich Tyurin was born in Sumerki, Ryazan Governorate, Soviet Union, in the year 1910. The exact date or location is unknown. In fact, not much is known about Tyurin’s childhood or family before World War II. Tyurin’s first record was when he fought in the War and was seriously wounded. He was treated at the military hospital located in Leningrad. 

      When the war ended, Tyurin got a job working in the canteen of a Bolshevik truck plant. Being a teamster, he was also given a room to live in at the plant and a horse-drawn carriage to use whenever needed. He lived there until he was arrested in 1947. 

      Tyurin would go to the local markets where people traded and bought everything from food to clothing. He would look for people who seemed to have a lot of items or money. Tyurin would tell his intended victims that he could sell them or trade them for potatoes at a very cheap price. They would agree and follow him to his room. Once they were in his room, he would explain that the potatoes were in the cellar and ask them to go down and gather them for themselves. He said that he would follow them down to help them. But once the customer headed down the stairs, he would follow them and hit them over the head with a heavy item. 

      Later, though, during the police investigation, they were unable to find any traces of blood from an attack or anything else to show that a person had been killed on the stairs. Detectives figured that Tyurin must have killed his victims outside of the room. 

      Tyurin confessed to having murdered twenty-nine people between April 1945 and December 1946. Most of his victims’ remains were never found, likely because Tyurin dumped several of his victims in the Utkina Zavod – a nearby boatyard on the riverbank.

      In December 1946, two bodies were discovered behind the room where Tyurin had been living. Police searched all the surrounding buildings and found traces of blood on the walls of his room. Upon analysis of the blood, they discovered that it belonged to animals. But it was too late. The detectives had their sights set on Tyurin. 

      After police arrested Tyurin and he made his confessions, they were able to locate the remains of thirteen of his victims. Several of his victims were not found, but in the end, the police charged Tyurin with fourteen murders. He was convicted and sentenced to death by firing squad. Tyurin was executed on May 4, 1947.
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