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Anything can happen on Dragon Isle...

One feisty dragon + one pissed-off human = one relationship that won't be easy.

Lana doesn't believe in happy endings. She doesn't believe in true love, and she doesn't believe in fated mates, and she doesn't believe in anything romantic. Oliver ruined all of that for her when he chose to break her heart. Oh, it might have been ten years ago, but she hasn't forgotten.

Humans never do.

Oliver has been busy building his company. As the CEO of a million-dollar company, he's got a lot on his mind. When he's feeling honest, he's more than willing to admit he threw himself into work after his relationship with Lana failed. He let her down, and he's never forgiven himself.

When a freak storm forces the inhabitants of Dragon Isle to hunker down, Oliver finds himself trapped with the one person he never thought he'd see again.

Lana is stuck at his house with no place to go, and Oliver realizes that when it comes to her, some things never change.

***DRAGON CRUSHED is the second book in RETURN TO DRAGON ISLE. This is a spinoff of the DRAGON ISLE series by Sophie Stern. Reading the Dragon Isle books is highly encouraged, although not required in order to enjoy this story. Dragon Isle begins with STEPDRAGON, which is a quick read introducing the island, and is followed by MY LORD AND DRAGON.***

Anything can happen on Dragon Isle...
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Dear Reader: 

I’m so excited you are about to dive into DRAGON CRUSHED. This is the second book in the Return to Dragon Isle series. 

The world of Dragon Isle was launched back in 2015 when I wanted to write a short story about a woman who visits a magical island full of dragons and finds her one true love. That story, Stepdragon, was the first tale that explored this special shifter paradise.

I followed it up with nine more books in a series called DRAGON ISLE. If you want more adventures and mystery, as well as a lot of steam, check out this series. I think you’ll like it! Dragon Isle is a place where anything can – and does – happen!

Dragon Isle sometimes makes an appearance in my other shifter books, too. If you want to spend even more time on the island, make sure you read THE FABLESTONE CLAN. In one of the books, the main characters have to visit Dragon Isle to save someone they love! There’s also a special trip to Dragon Isle in SHIFTERS AT LAW, which is another paranormal series featuring sweet dragon shifters and the women who love them.

You don’t have to read these other stories first in order to enjoy Return to Dragon Isle: Dragon Crushed. In fact, you can turn the page and jump right in now to explore this magical place I’ve created just for you. Dragon Crushed is the second book in my new series, but it can be enjoyed totally on its own, as can all of the other Dragon Isle books.

I hope you love reading this story just as much as I loved writing it!

Love, 

Sophie Stern
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Oliver

––––––––
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LANA SILVERMAN WAS in town.

Awesome.

I had no idea why she’d come back to Dragon Isle or what she could possibly want, but I knew it wasn’t going to be good. One of her dads had recently passed away, but I didn’t think that was why she was in town. No, her visit had to be something else. Lana never came to the island. Ever. 

On my way home after work, I let my thoughts drift back to her and the time we’d spent together. My friend Colton had stopped by the office today to let me know that she was in town. She must have had some unfinished business with her father. While I knew I could call up my dad or any of the busybody dragon ladies on the island, I didn’t want to let anyone know that I was either aware of Lana’s visit or that I cared.

I didn’t.

I didn’t care about Lana Silverman one bit.  

It had been years since Lana had left Dragon Isle. It had been years since she’d left me, and still the pain of our relationship was something I still felt every day. It wasn’t every dragon shifter that managed to find their one true mate, but I’d managed to find mine.

And then I’d blown it.

We both had.

The journey to Dragon Isle didn’t take long because I skipped waiting for the harbormistress to ferry me over and took my own boat. I knew my dad preferred when visitors took the official Dragon Isle boats to the little island, but I wasn’t going to do that. I didn’t have time, for one thing. I didn’t have the patience, for another.

Nope. All of my patience had been used up years ago when Lana left the island, broke my heart, and vowed never to return. Her dads had been pissed for years about it. I knew that they’d both blamed me, but it wasn’t like I could do anything about it, could I? 

Lana was human. She wanted to be where the people were. She was like a little mermaid, but instead of running away from the ocean, she was running away from dragons. She had chosen to live in her own little fairytale, and in her version of the story, I was the villain.

As soon as I docked my boat, I grabbed the supplies I had brought with me. There was a storm rolling in, which meant that I was going to be locked down at home until everything passed. Good. It was a good excuse to work from home. Even though I was sure that flying over to my office in my dragon form would be just fine, I didn’t really want to. Although my scales were basically impenetrable, I could still get cold.

And I would.

And I didn’t feel like doing that.

When I reached the house, I stared at it for a second. Most of the dragons on the island had mansions. Anyone who lived outside of the main little village had one. That was because Dragon Isle mostly consisted of jungle areas without roads. If you were going to have to fly to a house in the middle of the jungle, you wanted to make that journey worth it.

My home on the island was prime real estate. It was located on its own private beach and even though my dad hated how “unsecure” it was, I liked the fact that I was close to the water and close to the sand. My home wasn’t nearly as big as the other ones on the island, but I still had two floors, three bedrooms, and an office I could hole up in and get some paperwork done in.

It was more than enough.

As soon as I opened the door, I dropped my supplies off in the kitchen. I’d put them away later. I hadn’t taken two steps toward my office when my cell rang. I pulled it from my pocket. 

“Hey Dad,” I answered my father. He probably wanted to warn me about the storm and make sure I was stocked up on things like toilet paper and bandages. What he didn’t realize was that the only things I needed to stock up on were whiskey and Coke.

“Weston,” he said, ignoring the fact that I hadn’t gone by that name in years. As a teenager, I’d chosen to start going by the name Oliver because Lana thought it was “sexy.” I’d never stopped. “Are you home?”

“I’m home,” I told him. 

“There’s a storm coming.”

“I’m aware,” I said. Even though I’d been on my own for a long time, my dad still worried. Him and my mom both worried. They were getting older, which meant that more and more of the clan responsibilities were being taken over by other dragons. That meant they had more time to relax, but they also had more time to be concerned. I’d often accused them both of being overthinkers. 

“Are you stocked up?”

“I’ve got everything I need,” I told him.

“Your mom wanted me to call and invite you to the castle,” he told me carefully. I knew he was choosing his words with precision because he didn’t want me to feel like I was being babied. 

“Dad, I appreciate it,” I said honestly. “I’m okay here, though.”

“I know you are, but you know...it’s renovated now.”

“I know, Dad.”

Castle Naga had been in ruins for years. It was one of those scary places where the dragon teenagers used to go and cause mischief because nobody ever went there. My parents decided to fix it up and move in one day, and they had. The entire place had been renovated, remodeled, and modernized. Now it was insanely gorgeous, and if they ever decided to sell – which they’d do over my mom’s dead body – they’d make enough money to keep Dragon Isle running for years.

Not that money was ever really an issue on the island.

Dragons loved treasure, which meant the one thing people on the island could be counted on for was to have cash available. 

“We have guest rooms.”

“I do appreciate it, Dad,” I told him. “I really am good, though. I brought work home, so I’m going to be messing with that and hanging out with Buttons.”

“How’s my favorite grand-kitten?” 

“Perfect,” I said, looking around. I hadn’t seen my cat since I’d gotten home, so it was about time to go looking for him. “I’m off to find him now.”

“All right, son. Take care. Let me know if you need anything.”

“Same to you, Dad,” I said.

Setting the phone down, I looked around the kitchen. Where the hell had Buttons gone? Usually, the little kitty-cat was ready to come out as soon as I got back. He was six-months old, so he was about halfway between a kitten and a cat. He was adventurous and comfortable in his own skin, but he still liked to play like a kitten sometimes.

“Buttons?” I called out, but there was nothing. I walked around the main area of the house checking all of his favorite hiding places. I even went back to the kitchen, popped open a can of his favorite food, and waited for my kitty to appear, but there was nothing.

Buttons was gone.

He couldn’t have gone far, I reasoned, so I walked around a little bit more and called out his name. I tried not to panic, but I started to feel nervous. Once the thunder and lightning started, Buttons would get scared. He’d been nervous and afraid, and I wanted to comfort him.

“Buttons? Where are you?” 

Buttons wasn’t just a cat. He was my buddy. The two of us hadn’t exactly been through a lot together, but we’d been through some things together. Besides, he was the one who had to listen to me endlessly complain about work and relationships and how nothing ever really seemed to work out for me.

“Here, kitty, kitty.”

I kept calling and walking around. I made my way to the bedroom and checked under the bed, but he wasn’t there. The bathroom was empty, as well. I had another room with an extra little bed. It was the library, and the walls were covered with built-in bookcases and just about every book ever written on dragons and our history.

Where the hell was my cat?

And then I heard him. 

A tiny little meow from down beside the pillow. There, resting just beneath my favorite stuffed animal – one Lana had given me a million years ago – was my cat. He was safe, and he was sound, and he was here.

I’d already lost so much. I didn’t want to lose one more thing.

“Hey, buddy,” I picked up my cat. I breathed a deep breath. I didn’t want to be too lame, but I also didn’t want to be the person who lost their pet just before a storm. I was glad he was okay. Buttons was completely fine. Completely unaware of my inner-panic, he started to purr, and I pulled him a little bit closer.

If only my problem with Lana was this easy to fix.
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Lana

I was sitting in the middle of my old bed in my old bedroom, and I was trying my best not to cry. It wasn’t fair that I’d lost my father. It wasn’t fair that Papa had passed away. 

Some people were really callous when they found out my father had died. People who thought it was abnormal or weird to have two fathers instead of a father and a mother had made shitty-ass comments that had gotten them chewed out and then blocked by both me and my friends. 

I wasn’t the kind of person who was going to put up with that kind of talk.

Ever.

Especially not after losing one of the men who had raised me. Now it seemed like the world was smaller and less wonderful. It felt weird to live in a universe where Papa no longer lived. It felt wrong, and my heart hurt.

“Knock-knock.”

That was Dad. I looked up to see my parent standing in the doorway.

“It feels wrong to see you there without Papa by your side,” I whispered, biting my lip. I wasn’t going to cry. I’d done too much crying already. Now the thought of crying made my eyes hurt. They were dry and swollen, and even if I’d wanted to, I didn’t think I could convince anymore tears to fall. 

“I know. It feels wrong for me, too,” he admitted.

“I know it’s been a few weeks,” I said, shaking my head. “Do you think it’s ever going to get better?”

“Probably not,” he said, stepping into the room. Dad came over and sat beside me on the bed. “The thing about pain is that it never really goes away,” he told me. “When we lose someone, we never really get over it. We just learn to deal with the pain.”

“You mean that we learn to hide it,” I pointed out.

“That’s part of it,” he agreed.

“I don’t want to hide my pain.”

“I don’t want you to have to,” he said. “Your Papa was the best man I’ve ever known.”

“He was the best,” I agreed quietly.

Together, my dad and I stared at the wall ahead of us. It was still covered with my paintings, drawings, and sketches. The room itself had been converted to something of a guest room over the years, but my artwork stayed the same, and the bed was still there. 

“I miss him,” I whispered. We hadn’t had a funeral. Papa had been insistent on it. Once we realized he was sick, he’d gone to Colorado to one of the shifter hospitals for treatment. Together, Dad, Papa, and I had gone to seek healing for him, but it had been of no use.

Even shifters weren’t invincible, apparently, as much as we all wanted them to be.

After Papa had passed away, we’d had him cremated, but the ashes were still sitting downstairs. Dad hadn’t been quite ready to say goodbye, and I hadn’t been ready, either. He’d called me a few days ago, though, and asked if I could come to Dragon Isle. He’d told me that it was time, that he was ready, and so I’d come.

Only, now the weather was completely dreadful, which meant we weren’t going to be able to go scatter the ashes on the beach. We weren’t going to be able to do much of anything until the storm passed. Even though the storm wasn’t supposed to hit for a few hours, the trees were already swaying with the wind, and the rain was starting to slowly drizzle in.

“He was so proud of you,” Dad whispered.

“He was proud of both of us,” I corrected. Papa had never been shy about admiring my art, nor about admiring Dad’s. The two of us were the artists of the family, Papa always said. He was a businessman, through-and-through. Stocks and financial charts were the things that made sense to him, but Dad and I loved to paint and draw. If we could see something we could sketch, we tried. That was something we’d always loved to do.

As we sat there in peaceful silence, I thought about the project I’d been working on. There was another reason I’d come back to the house aside from spreading Papa’s ashes. It was something I hadn’t brought up to Dad yet, but this seemed like a good time.

“Do you remember that series of pictures I drew in high school?” I asked him.

“The dragon shifter ones?” 

“Yeah.”

“I remember,” he smiled. “Everyone remembers those.”

“Everyone?” I felt myself blushing because I knew who the everyone was that he was referring to.

Oliver.

He had to mean Oliver.

“What about them?” Dad asked.

“I was thinking of revisiting them and revising them,” I told him. 

“That sounds like a fun idea.”

“Luckily, I saved them on a flash drive,” I told him. “It’s in my trophy.”

“Your trophy?”

“Yeah,” I glanced around the room, but didn’t see it. “The one I got for the spelling bee.”

“I’ll never forget,” Dad said. “It’s downstairs. Let’s go check on it.”

“For sure.”

Together, we headed downstairs. The trophy was something I’d worked my ass off to get. I’d never been the world’s best speller, but in middle-school, there was this huge spelling bee that I’d wanted to compete in. I’d been so proud of myself for working hard, but nobody thought I was going to be able to make it.
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