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Scene 1: The Hearth That Wouldn't Die
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The fire had been burning for ninety-seven years.

No one remembered who lit it. No one dared to extinguish it. It sat at the center of the village square, encased in a stone hearth blackened by time, its flames flickering with a strange, bluish hue that never dimmed, never cooled.

Children were warned not to touch it. Elders bowed their heads when they passed. Every year, on the longest night, the villagers gathered around it in silence, offering a single word each - never more, never less.
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