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			Tear open your hearts… return to your Father, 


			for He is gracious and His compassion runs deep,


			He is slow to anger and overflowing with faithful love.


			Joel 2:13 (FHB)


			
Then our Father’s heart went out for His land, 


			and He had deep compassion on His children.


			Joel 2:18 (FHB)


			
I will pour out my Spirit on all my beloved sons and daughters. 


			Your sons and your daughters will prophesy… dream dreams… and see visions.


			Joel 2:28 (FHB)
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			Introduction


			From the moment we are born, we begin asking the question: Who am I? And does anyone want me?


			Until we receive the answer to this question, we move through life restless and searching. Left unanswered, it pressures us to strive, hide, and perform. We exhaust ourselves searching for answers. Even our innocent attempts to construct our own identity and seek the approval of others can leave us wounded. The world is filled with grown adults still asking: Do I matter? Does anyone love the real me?


			Sound familiar? You’re not alone.


			There is only one voice in the universe that can answer that question. And He has been speaking all along.


			Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”—John 14:6 (NLT)


			Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through Me.”—John 14:6 (FHB)


			For centuries, the church has heard “way to heaven.” He said, “way to the Father.”


			The destination was never merely forgiveness or heaven. The destination has always been the Father Himself. Millions have believed in the way but missed the destination. They have known Jesus as Savior but have not followed Him home.


			This book offers a short, concise collection of our Father’s Words, in our Father’s voice, revealing our Father’s Heart. It is a forerunner to a whole Bible coming soon committed to revealing the Father’s Heart:


			The Father’s Heart Bible™ (FHB) is a forthcoming translation that restores the emphasis Scripture already places on God as Father. It does not add to or alter God’s Word. It simply recovers what has always been there, the Father’s heart for His children, and brings it to the surface where it can be heard. Throughout this book, when the FHB rendering reveals something a standard translation does not, you will see both versions side by side so you can hear the difference for yourself. When there is no meaningful difference, only the FHB is shown. With utmost gratitude, NLT is used in honor of its popularity. Our Father has used NLT and all other translations to reveal Himself. The time has come for the Father’s Heart Bible™.


			Jesus also said, “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32, NLT). But partial truth produces partial freedom. The Emancipation Proclamation declared slaves free in 1863, yet slavery continued for years because the truth had not reached their beliefs. They were legally free but experientially bound.


			This has been the condition of the church for generations. Spiritually emancipated. Experientially enslaved. Sons and daughters on paper, but orphans in heart.


			A Fatherless World


			The world has never been more fatherless than it is today.


			Our whole culture runs on results. Perform. Produce. Prove yourself. We measure worth by output and success by achievement. Relationships suffer while résumés grow. We are connected to everyone and known by no one.


			And underneath it all, a void.


			Generational trauma has closed our hearts. We don’t know how to feel. We don’t know how to receive. We armor up, push through, and wonder why we’re exhausted.


			We fill the void with careers, possessions, entertainment, even religion. But nothing satisfies. Every comfort is artificial. Every identity we construct eventually crumbles.


			There is only one voice that can tell us who we are. And most of us are too busy to hear it.


			We are asking the same question, whether they have words for it or not: Do I matter? Does anyone love the real me? Does anyone see me? Does anyone want me?


			The same question. The same ache.


			Even inside the church, many who faithfully read their Bibles, pray, lead ministries, plant churches, and counsel others find themselves exhausted. The fear of abandonment chases them relentlessly. They can serve a Master. They cannot rest in a Father. They are trapped outside of the very relationship God created them for. They read about the Father’s love but cannot feel it. They teach about adoption but live as hired servants.


			All we know is the pursuit of success. We have no idea that significance is far better, and readily available, through Father’s Heart [image: ] Beloved Identity. So we wake up another day and choose results at the expense of relationships.


			What the Father Offers


			The Father interrupts.


			Not with new information, but with revelation. Not with more to do, but with an invitation to receive. And receive truly means to receive, with no strings attached. Love based on love, not on performance.


			When God reveals Himself as Father, He invites closed hearts to open to Him as sons and daughters. This is terrifying for a world trained to keep that door locked. But for those who open it, even just a crack, He pours in.


			Love, joy, and peace that never end. A comfort that immediately exposes all other forms of comfort as artificial. A Father who protects. A Holy Father who perfectly loves His children and repeats “no condemnation means no comdemnation,” morning after morning. Genuine rest without any pressure to perform. Joy unspeakable, delight, and dancing constantly.


			He really does heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds (Psalm 147:3). This is not poetry. This is what He does.


			He heals the grieving parts of us that have been controlling us our whole lives. He frees His children to live with spiritual authority, able to receive every inheritance promised in Scripture. No longer begging for scraps. Finally seated at the Father’s table.


			If any of this sounds familiar, this book is for you.
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A Father to the fatherless,
defender of widows, this is our Father,
who made us His Holy dwelling.

Psalm 68:5 (FHB)
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