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THEMES
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What is a theme? All literary writers write to communicate themes, that is, their thoughts or opinions on certain issues which can be debated. Indeed, themes are controversial ideas about life for which it is possible to have an argument or a discussion with somebody (you can also think about how you can carry out a discussion with yourself – this is what you do as you try to argue out your ideas in an essay) because there are no hard rules about how these issues should be handled. Think about modern arguments about devolution and the senate and Governors and County governments in Kenya today. When these ideas were muted, they seemed rosy things that would immediately transform our country into a modern Roman Empire. Or so we were led to believe. But when they were put into practice, other things began emerging; like how counties can be taken advantage of by the Governors and there is little we can do about it; like how some of these changes might simply have been propelled by people’s egos – the need to fly your own flag, the need to control your own small government or, may be, the need to lead the public in one direction while political minds focused elsewhere. Indeed, if you consider these ideas carefully, and remember the history of their creation well, you will be surprised how un-Kenyan many of them are. These are controversies. Government and leadership are controversial. That is why the likes of Bertolt Brecht find it necessary to write about them. That is why they are themes.
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