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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah, Who created the entire universe and all existence, and who chose among His prophets to send Muhammad (peace be upon him) to convey the blessings of Islam, thus honoring him and granting the Muslim community the privilege of living under the shade of his magnificent prophetic tree. Peace and blessings be upon the members of his household who loved him, his companions who took his biography as a beautiful example, and those who followed them with goodness.

Indeed, knowing the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and following his Sunnah forms the foundation and one of the pillars of our religion. Therefore, learning about his life and biography is a vital responsibility for every believer. This knowledge strengthens faith, refines morals, teaches proper conduct, and, in short, plays a key role in shaping the character of a complete human being.

To briefly discuss following the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him):

Firstly, his life is unparalleled and represents the life of a perfect and mature human being. Allah, in His wisdom, chose him to be the best of all humanity. Every moment of his blessed life is extraordinary in the sight of Allah. Hence, familiarizing ourselves with his life and using it as a practical guide leads to success in both this world and the Hereafter.

Secondly, following him is considered obedience to Allah, as He says:

"Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day, and who remembers Allah often" (Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:21).

Thirdly, Allah protected him in all circumstances, safeguarding him from sin and error. If any minor mistake occurred, Allah corrected it and revealed the truth. The qualities and traits he manifested in his character serve as a model worthy of study and emulation.

Fourthly, his blessed life is a great school of guidance. In a life full of danger and challenges, choosing the right path and reaching the Hereafter safely requires faith. The Messenger of Allah’s (peace be upon him) life, advice, and teachings serve as this guidance. He embodied excellent character, patience, forgiveness, humility, courage, generosity, fear of Allah, piety, asceticism, trust in Allah’s promises, perseverance, repentance, remembrance of Allah, proper conduct in speech and silence, appropriate laughter and crying, preaching, social interactions, trade, administration, leadership, visiting the sick, and respecting personal freedoms. In all aspects of life, he was a beautiful example and lesson for believers.

Although great scholars have written volumes commenting on his life, it is impossible to fully exhaust it. Observing the life of the Master of the Worlds reveals him not only as a compassionate father and devoted family head but also as a statesman, commander, and skillful politician. Allah endowed the beloved Muhammad (peace be upon him) with all perfect qualities and noble traits. He treated all people—young and old, Muslim and non-Muslim, noble and common—with exemplary conduct. Even those who once opposed him bore witness to his righteous path when they observed him.

Seeing the noble interactions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), even those with enmity in their hearts would think:

"By Allah, there was no face uglier than yours for me on earth. Now, your blessed face is the dearest. By Allah, there was no religion worse for me than yours. Now, I find no better religion than the one you brought. By Allah, there was no city worse for me than yours. Now your city is the best on earth for me."

Such thoughts were not random; they reflect that anyone who held a negative view of him simply lacked true knowledge or relied on incorrect information or hearsay.
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THE MERCIFUL PROPHET TO ALL WORLDS
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Allah, Glorified and Exalted, has bestowed countless blessings upon humanity. Among these, the greatest of all blessings is undoubtedly that Muhammad (peace be upon him) was sent as a mercy to all worlds — to angels, humans, jinn, animals, plants, and even inanimate creations.

Through him, Allah not only honored humanity but also spared it from widespread destruction, various calamities, and punishments. Is this not itself a tremendous blessing? Humans often only recognize and value a blessing once it is taken away. In the past, nations that lived for a certain period and then disappeared without a trace faced calamities and punishments due to their disbelief, corruption, oppression, arrogance, and opposition to divine revelation. The Qur’an explains these punishments in their variety:

"And We seized each of them for their sin. Some were drowned, some were seized by a crushing torment, some were swallowed by the earth, and some We let loose upon them a violent storm. Allah did not wrong them, but they wronged themselves" (Surah Al-Ankabut, 29:40).

The Qur’an informs us that these peoples were punished because of their own sins and disobedience. One such nation was the people of ‘Ad. In their time, they built massive stone structures and lofty buildings, boasting that no one could destroy them and that they were the strongest. Allah sent upon them only a violent, raging wind, which destroyed their mighty structures in an instant, sweeping them into the sky and leaving the ground strewn with their lifeless bodies. Their destruction was so complete that it resembled uprooted palm trees scattered across the earth.

Another rebellious nation was the people of Thamud, who were ungrateful for the blessings Allah had given them. They demanded Prophet Salih (peace be upon him) to bring forth a camel from a huge rock. Allah granted them the miracle exactly as requested, yet the arrogant nation refused to believe and continued in their disbelief, persecuting Prophet Salih and the believers. Their destruction came swiftly, as Allah brought forth a punishment sufficient to annihilate them.

Similarly, the wealthy and arrogant Qarun defied Allah, misusing the wealth bestowed upon him. Every movement and action of his was marked by pride and haughtiness, yet Allah caused both him and his possessions to be swallowed by the earth. Pharaoh, his minister Haman, and his army were drowned in the sea, none of them escaping. Allah did not wrong them; rather, they wronged themselves by defying His commands, and thus they were punished according to their deeds (Surah Yunus, 10:44).

In contrast, our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) received and exemplified Allah’s mercy perfectly to the believers. Allah says:

"And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds" (Surah Al-Anbiya, 21:107).
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