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Chapter 1 – The Spark
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As the pulsating beats filled my ears, I swayed my hips to the rhythm, feeling the vibrations course through my veins.  The dim lights illuminated the dance floor, casting long shadows that danced alongside us.  My best friend, Becca, had dragged me to yet another crowded nightclub, insisting that I needed a break from the textbooks and papers that consumed my life as a college student.  As much as I loved having intellectual conversations about literature or psychology, there was something exhilarating about letting go of control and surrendering myself to the music.

The crowd seemed to melt away before him, revealing a man who commanded attention without even trying.  Standing at least six feet tall, his muscles bulged beneath his fitted, black t-shirt.  A striking figure against the sea of writhing bodies around him.  His dark chocolate skin glowed under the strobe lights, his eyes so piercing they seemed almost unreal - like twin galaxies pulling me into their gravitational pull.  It was then I felt an unfamiliar heat spreading across my chest and lower abdomen.  My breath hitched slightly, taken aback by such an unexpected reaction to a stranger.

"Whoa," Becca murmured beside me, her gaze also locked onto the newcomer.  "He is...something else." She fanned herself dramatically, drawing a chuckle from me.  But my laughter died in my throat as those captivating eyes found mine, sending a jolt straight to my core.
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