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      In October, 2023, I set out with a pretty ambitious goal: To blog the entire Bible from cover to cover.

      Not every verse is represented, obviously. That would take multiple lifetimes. Instead, what I wanted to do was read until I found a verse that piqued my interest, study up on it, write a blog, and move on.

      What I thought would be a fun side hobby has turned into a transformational experience in my life. Bible passages that I had long since skimmed over were fresh in my mind. Connections I never noticed became clear. Ultimately, my love for the Word of God grew exponentially.

      At the time of this publication, I’m still blogging the Bible at www.coffeeandaBible.com. Those blogs go out to a mailing list every weekday morning at 5AM CST, and the cost is now, and always will be, free to anyone who subscribes. You’ll never have to buy this book (or any of my other readers companions); they’re all available for free online.

      So why publish it? In short, posterity. At my current rate, I won’t finish the entire Bible for another 20 years. I want hard copies that I can leave behind for my family, and anyone else that wants them. My life’s work is bringing the Gospel to others, so these books represent a summary of that effort. I’ve made a lot of the points in these books in sermons, Bible classes, and personal studies.

      And now they’re yours. I pray that you’ll enjoy them and gain a deeper appreciation for the Word of God and it’s power to give eternal life. As Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, I pray that through this book, you’ll “be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and the length and the height and the depth” of God’s love (Ephesians 3:18). A lifetime spent in meditation on those ideas is the path to continual growth.

      On to His Word!

      Brady Cook
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            EGYPT’S PROBLEM WITH THE ISRAELITES (EXODUS 1:9)

          

        

      

    

    
      For so many years, Egypt was great to the Israelites. Joseph enjoyed a prestigious position in Pharaoh’s cabinet, his descendants were well taken care of, and they all, according to Exodus 1:7, continued to “be fruitful and multiply.”

      Until, apparently, they got too big. The phrase at the end of Exodus 1:7 is simple but foreboding. There, it’s mentioned that the land of Egypt was “filled with [Israelites].” And for a Pharoah that is trying to hold onto their power, any potential threat is an actual threat. And, of course, all threats must be dealt with.

      Pharaoh’s rationalization for subduing the Israelites is as flimsy as they come. According to him, the Israelites were “too many” and “too mighty” for them to overcome, which is not true, no matter how you look at it. In a pitched battle between Israelite shepherds and Egypt with their chariots, Egypt wins every time.

      So, why did Pharaoh decide to enslave the Israelites. A couple factors are in play.

      First, a Pharaoh arose who “didn’t know Joseph.” This either signals a Pharaoh who came from a different family, came via conquest, or, at the very least, had a different sense of patriotism than previous pharoahs. If we’re to take the end of Genesis at face value, Joseph and his family are national heroes. Forgetting him is akin to Americans deciding to turn Mount Vernon into a gas station.

      The other reason he enslaved them was because he viewed them with suspicion. There is virtually no evidence - Biblical or otherwise - that the Israelites ever led a large-scale rebellion against the Egyptians while they were in Egypt. Furthermore, according to passages like Deuteronomy 23:8 specifically tell Israelites to not “loathe the Egyptians” because they were strangers in their land.

      Pharaoh was paranoid. He assumed that once the Israelites got large enough, they would simply overpower the Egyptians and take their land from them. It’s exactly the same rationale that the Pharisees used about Jesus. In John 11:48, they claim that unless they removed Jesus, He would lead an insurrection and the Romans would remove them from power.

      Was that what Jesus wanted? Absolutely not. But it’s hard for people who are used to seizing power by whatever means necessary and then holding onto it however they can to assume the same of other people. Jesus didn’t threaten the Jews’ place, just as the Israelites never seemed to threaten Pharaoh.

      The tragic irony of this entire story is that the old Pharaoh leveraged the prosperity of the Israelites for his own gain. He had them tend his flocks, put Joseph in charge of the famine relief, and relied on them in his administration.

      The new pharaoh used those very same people who enjoyed those very same blessings for his gain also, but instead of working with them, he enslaved them. In the end, it was all about power. But very shortly, the Pharaohs will find who is ultimately in control.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            TWO

          

          
            THE COURAGE OF PUAH AND SHIPHRAH (EXODUS 1:15)

          

        

      

    

    
      In the first chapter of Exodus, Pharoah has already tried to stifle the Hebrew growth via hard labor. He set “taskmasters” over them in order to ensure they created bricks for the kingdom of Egypt, with the goal that maybe, with enough persecution, they would “learn their place” and prevent an uprising.

      Either that wasn’t enough for Pharaoh, or it failed completely, because by the time you get to Exodus 1:15, Pharaoah is willing to try something new: infanticide.

      This is a curious choice for anyone (unless your name is Herod), primarily because infanticide is illegal in Egypt, just as it is in most countries, even today. It doesn’t matter that Pharaoh is giving his stamp of approval, deciding to eliminate all the male children from an entire race of people is seen as evil by most able-thinking people.

      To stem the blowback from this decision, Pharaoh calls for two Hebrew midwives, Puah and Shiphrah. He tells them to kill all the boy babies, but to do it “when you see them on the birthstool.” This refers to the support stones that are placed underneath a woman in active labor, where usually no one but the midwife can see the baby’s gender.

      It’s a shocking command. As anyone who has had children knows, there is so much chaos surrounding the birth of a child, that almost anything can happen. Pharaoh’s instructions to the midwives are to kill the children in those seconds immediately after birth, so that the mothers think their babies died of natural causes.

      There’s just one problem - the Hebrew midwives “feared God.”

      It’s unlikely that Puah and Shiphrah are the only two midwives for an entire nation of Israelites. Most likely they were the direct supervisors of this specific group of people, and, as such, simply refused to communicate Pharaoh’s orders to the others.

      When they were called back to the court, they simply explained that because Hebrew women were so much more “vigorous” than their Egyptian counterparts, they never have an opportunity to eliminate the sons.

      This is obviously a lie - but one that protected thousands of boy babies from certain death. I’m sure we’ll get into the nuances of that decision in other places in Scripture (like with Rahab in Joshua 4), but we’ll table it for now.

      What is clear is that the Bible wants us to know that the reason these women did what they did was because they “feared God.”

      This statement is two-fold. First, it shows that the midwives saw a higher authority than Pharaoah. Whereas he told them to do one thing, their respect and reverence for God superceded any command from an earthly tyrant.

      Secondly, it shows where their heart was. The Old Law is still decades away from coming into effect, so for these two women, and others like them, the only real religion they knew was to “fear God.” This attitude is what allowed them to do the right thing in an otherwise tense situation.

      I’m not saying that that’s all we have to do - the Bible is clear that living for God means following His Word - but fearing God is a great start. Solomon calls it the “beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7), as well as the “conclusion” of all things (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

      With a healthy fear of God, faith, strength, obedience, prayer, and everything else we’re called to do falls right into place.
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            MOSES ON THE NILE (EXODUS 2:3)

          

        

      

    

    
      It’s hard to think about what the story of the Exodus would look like without some strong women in the first few chapters.

      In Exodus 1, we read about Puah and Shiphrah - two Hebrew midwives who defied a direct order from Pharaoh to kill all the boy babies of Israel.

      In Exodus 2, we meet Jochebed, the mother of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam (Exodus 6:20). Like the midwives, Jochebed refuses to kill her son, if for no other reason than that he was so “beautiful.”

      If any of these women had bowed to their own fears from the Egyptians, Moses might not have been in the picture. I know that someone else would have delivered the Israelites from Egypt (that was prophesied, after all), but Moses could have suffered the same fate as others.

      Most of the modern interpretations of Moses on the Nile have Jochebed putting him in out of desperation. She fears for his life due to the Egyptian persecution, and the only way to save his life is to send him down the river. Ever the dutiful sister, Miriam trails behind to see where he ends up.

      This has never added up in my mind. First of all, Moses was placed “among the reeds” in the Nile, which is not where you would place a child if you wanted to send them down the river. Second, Moses’ basket is covered and tar and pitch, which are both waterproofing materials to ensure it wouldn’t sink.

      Then, you have the note at the beginning of Exodus 2:3 that Jochebed realizes she can no longer hide him in her house. That’s most likely because Moses, like other three-month-olds, is making a significant amount of noise, and the Egyptian neighbors might find out about his existence.

      In my mind, that all changes the story from Jochebed giving up her son to the Nile, to hiding him among the reeds so that he would stay out of sight. I’m not sure what her plans were for after Moses was old enough to walk and talk, but I’m sure she would think of something. To ensure Moses was safe, Miriam stayed nearby “to see what would come of him.”

      Moses’ placement in the Nile River is a stroke of genius. Since Pharaoh had instructed all the Hebrew mothers to throw their sons in the Nile (Exodus 1:22), Jochebed technically obeyed that order. Nothing was said about putting him in a wicker basket and hiding him among the reeds, however.

      Providentially, it also places him in right in the eyesight of the perfect individual to keep him safe: Pharaoh’s daughter. With her adoption of Moses and Jochebed’s new position as nurse, Moses is well-positioned to both inherit the understanding of his family, but the confidence that only comes from being a royal.
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            WHAT DOES THE NAME MOSES MEAN? (EXODUS 2:10)

          

        

      

    

    
      For those who only want the answer to the question in the title, the name “Moses” means “to draw out.” In Exodus 2:10, Moses is “drawn out” of the water, so that name symbolizes the manner in which Moses was connected to his adopted mother, the princess of Egypt.

      But that’s not all that Moses means, does it?

      If you mention the name Moses to anyone across time, they think of deliverer. Leader. Law-giver. Promised-land-guider.

      If you think about it, there are so many ways the name of Moses applies. He “brought forth” the commandment to Pharaoh to let the people go. He “brought forth” the people out of Egypt. He “brought forth” water from the rock.

      All of the above designations talk about him in terms of a trailblazer, how he guided the people in his charge to an area that they were unfamiliar with.

      But it also symbolizes something new. The people that were “brought forth” out of Egypt eventually found their way to Canaan. Even though they refused to enter into Canaan and wandered the desert for forty years, Moses stayed with them through that time period and brought them all the way back. Along the way, new experiences tested their faith.

      This idea of a deliverer that “brings forth” is nothing new, especially within the context of Moses. Paul would use the image of the Israelites in 1 Corinthians 10 to talk about how even though all of them experienced the same things, they didn’t all end up in the same place. The ones that sinned fell in the wilderness, despite Moses’ “bringing them forth” from Egypt.

      Paul then spiritualizes it by saying that those are examples to us. Despite us “coming forth” through baptism (1 Peter 3:21), we can still fall to temptation. As a deliverer, Moses can only bring the Israelites out of bondage and give them the opportunity for Canaan. Their own obedience to God’s word defines the rest.

      Such as it is for us. Though we are “brought forth” from a life of sin to serve God, the real question for us is whether or not we’ll continue to walk with Him. Will we turn as they did? Will we grumble as they did? Will we sin as they did?

      If so, a similar fate awaits us.
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      After Moses is taken out of the Nile river and adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh, it’s nearly forty years before we hear anything else about him (Acts 7:23).  Like most royals, he probably enjoyed a very comfortable life, learning what it meant to be an Egyptian through education in culture, customs, and values.

      All of that changed the moment he decided to go visit the area of the Israelites.

      Maybe he had always wondered what life as an Israelite was always about. After all, his mom was his nurse, so it’s likely he knew where he came from. But the way that Stephen phrases it - “it entered his mind to visit his countrymen” (Acts 7:23) - makes it sound like, to him, it was just any other Tuesday afternoon.

      When he arrives, he sees something that will change his life. An Egyptian, legally one of his own people, beating an Israelite, genealogically one of his own people. What should he do?

      For most in his position, they would turn around and go the other way. They might be mildly disgusted at the barbarism (or not), but they would more likely see it as a necessary part of life. The subjugation and persecution by the Egyptians was nothing new at this point, so it might not have even been out of the ordinary.

      Moses chooses to act. The Bible is very clear on this point. According to Hebrews 11:25, he chose to throw in his lot with the Hebrews instead of staying in the palace of Pharaoh. He kills the Egyptian and buries his body in the sand.

      What’s just as compelling as Moses’ actions in killing the Egyptian is the why behind it. Stephen’s account gives us insight into this, when he claims that Moses assumed the other Israelites would see this killing as the first step towards deliverance (Acts 7:25).

      Instead, they saw it as the murderous actions of a man who thought himself better than they. Their response was telling: “Who made you a prince or judge over us? Are you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” (Exodus 2:14). Fearing his cover had been blown, Moses fled into the desert.

      Jewish commentators see this action by Moses as nothing short of heroic. He’s the savior of the Jews, even though the rest of them just didn’t see it yet.

      Others view Moses’ actions as impulsive and murderous, claiming that this impulse to wrath is what would eventually get him in trouble at the waters of Meribah when he struck the rock (Numbers 20:8-13).

      I’m interested in what you think, though. Was Moses acting out of misguided rage when he killed the Egyptian, or was he justified in delivering his Israelite brother?

      Drop me a line at brady@coffeeandaBible.com and let me know!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            SIX

          

          
            REMEMBER THE TIME MOSES WAS IN MIDIAN? (EXODUS 2:15)

          

        

      

    

    
      It’s hard to believe, but by the time Moses flees from Egypt, he’s almost forty years old (Exodus 2:11-12). It’ll be another forty years before he returns back to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and towards the promised land (Exodus 7:7).

      

      Truthfully, it doesn’t sound like Moses ever wanted to go back. In Exodus 2:15, it says that Pharaoh is clearly seeking his life, so any return trip would be a death sentence. Moses is in a form of self-imposed exile, a fugitive on the run from anyone who would recognize his name.

      

      But perhaps even more, Moses’ purpose for going back is long gone, as well. According to Acts 7:25, Moses thought killing the Egyptian was a sign to everyone that deliverance was close at hand! In reality though, they rejected him and his salvation. Why go back when the Israelites clearly don’t want to be rescued?

      

      And possibly as a third point, Moses recognizes the strife that existed between his people. The day after he kills the Egyptian, he notices two Israelites fighting and tries to “reconcile them to peace” (Acts 7:26). They don’t want to do that either; as Moses will find out soon enough, most of those people would rather fight and bicker than move towards a common goal.

      

      So, Moses sits in Midian, a journey that, according to Josephus, took him nearly three months of travel time. He’s so far removed from everything in his old life that he’s forced to start completely over.

      

      Ironically, his new life also begins with violence - sort of. He sits by a well in Midian, when the seven daughters of Reuel arrive with their flocks. Local shepherds try to drive them away, but Moses defends the girls and helps them with their animals.

      

      This action endears him to the father, who gives him his daughter Zipporah as a wife. They have a son named Gershom, named for his new life as a foreigner. It probably wasn’t as glamorous as his old life in Pharaoh’s house, but it was peaceful - and for a man looking to start over, that’s all he could ask for.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            SEVEN

          

          
            AND GOD REMEMBERED HIS COVENANT (EXODUS 2:24)

          

        

      

    

    
      Forty years is a long time to think.

      It’s hard to know what Moses thought during his time as a shepherd in Midian. He “threw away” his comfy life in the palace on what he might have thought of as a “foolish decision” to defend the Israelites. Maybe he kicked himself for failing in his role as a deliverer. Maybe he regretted ever going to visit his Israelite brethren.

      The above thoughts are (I’m convinced) part of the seeds for Moses’ stubborn refusal to go back to Egypt and tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go (Exodus 3-4). He begs to God to send someone - anyone - else, possibly because he thought he wasn’t good enough for the job.

      But when God tells the people He’s going to deliver them, He usually chooses the most unlikely of candidates. In this situation, it’s the murderer-turned-shepherd octogenarian from Midian. Moses is going back to Egypt…he just doesn’t know it yet.

      The last few verses of Exodus 2 are striking due to their repetitive nature. When Scripture repeats something, it’s usually for emphasis. Applying that same logic to Exodus 2:23-25, it’s clear that the Bible wants us to notice certain things.

      First, that the Israelites were miserable. Twice in Exodus 2:23 it says they cried out to God, and twice more It mentions their bondage. Despite their later claims of wanting to return to Egypt (after the Exodus), the fact is that their life in Egypt was horrendous.

      Second, God heard them. Four times in these verses, it says that God noticed their groanings. He saw them, He took notice of them, He heard them, and their pleas for help rose up to God.

      But that’s not all that God did: He also remembered. Specifically, God remembered the covenant that He had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

      According to our Bible, the death of Jacob happened all of three chapters ago. Chronologically though, it was 400 years in the past. For Americans, that’s almost as long ago as when the first white settlers arrived in North America.

      In other words, that’s a looooong time.

      When it says that God “remembered” the covenant, though, it doesn’t mean He ever forgot it, it simply means that He’s enacting it. The time is right for God to act, so He acts. It’s as simple as that.

      As the Text indicates, the covenant that God “remembers” is the one He made to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3, to Isaac in Genesis 26:1-4, and Jacob in Genesis 28:13-15. It’s three-fold: To make of them a great nation, to give the land to their descendants, and that, in them, all nations would be blessed.

      The time for at least some of those promises to be fulfilled is close at hand. God has decided it’s time to free His people from bondage.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            EIGHT

          

          
            MOSES, TAKE YOUR SHOES OFF (EXODUS 3:5)

          

        

      

    

    
      I’ve been to many homes where the first rule upon entry is to take your shoes off and place them by the door. In some cases, it’s a custom; in others, it’s just to keep the house clean. In both (and more) situations, it’s probably a good rule.

      But the reason that God wanted Moses to take his shoes off upon seeing the burning bush has nothing to do with tracking dirt indoors, but everything to do with purity. For the first time in his life, at nearly 80 years old, he was seeing God for the first time. He needed to be ready for such an occasion.

      It’s actually kind of humorous to see all the different reasons people have come up with to try and explain the reason for Moses taking off his shoes. Everything from shoes representing vulgarity to Moses being a type of the law, of which shoes played an impediment.

      To be clear, when I say those remarks were “humorous,” I certainly am not trying to demean other people or their opinions. I just think the idea that we can pinpoint exactly why God told Moses to take his shoes off, as if we’re able to uncover some grand, theological symbolism in the act, is our way of throwing spiritual darts. We don’t really know, and probably will never know. But it’s there. So we dissect it.

      The only thing that we can know for sure is that Moses was standing on “holy ground,” but even that statement can bring forth questions. How far out does the holiness extend? When can Moses put his shoes back on?

      Neither of those questions are as important as “why” the ground is important in the first place. The answer to that is simple: God’s presence. Shoes provide a barrier to that intimacy, but even more than that, they’re dirty. When you come into the direct presence of God, a cleanliness is required.

      We see this type of purity built into the Old Law. Before priests could enter the Tabernacle, they had to go through an elaborate cleansing ritual (Numbers 8:5-22). Bowls, utensils, plates, and anything else that was used in the sacrifices had to be cleansed as well (Leviticus 8).

      The whole idea of the tabernacle is to provide a meeting place between God and man. As God tells Moses, the Tabernacle will be a place where God can “dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8) - the only way that’s possible is if it’s built to His specifications and maintained in His way.

      For that reason, this first meeting between Moses and God has to take place without shoes. Those shoes aren’t cleansed by God, they’re defiled, dirty, not to God’s regulations. But rather than strike Moses down for this, God simply tells him to take them off. All the other regulations will come later.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            NINE

          

          
            GOD LOOKS AT US. WOULD YOU LOOK AT HIM? (EXODUS 3:7)

          

        

      

    

    
      The more I dive into Scripture, the more I’m amazed at the fact that He notices us at all. We are His creation, sure, but we’re also cosmically insignificant compared to Him. That’s something the Psalmists notice (Psalm 8:4; Psalm 144:3), and for the sake of our own humility, would probably be beneficial for us to remember as well.

      What’s even more impactful than the fact that He notices us is the depth of His knowledge of us. He doesn’t simply know we exist, He knows us intimately (Psalm 139:13), He notices our tears (Psalm 56:8), and He notices our faith (Hebrews 6:10).

      He also keeps all His promises. Every. Single. One.

      It’s noteworthy that God identifies Himself in Exodus 3:6 as “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” because three people God are who God made promises to about the future of Israel. Since Moses knew about them, he most likely knew about the promises made to them, which he would now help fulfill.

      It’s almost certain that Moses knew the gravity of his own Israelite history because his response is immediate. Without hesitation, he throws himself to the ground and “hides his face” from God. That’s the exact same reaction that Elijah (1 Kings 19:13) and Isaiah had (Isaiah 6:2).

      The reason all three of those men hid their face is not because they were ashamed to see Him, but because they recognized their own insignificance in response to His glory. It’s a totally natural response when you meet the Creator of the universe. It’s why “every knee will bow” when we all meet Him on the last day (Philippians 2:10).

      Not everyone recognizes Him though. According to Romans 1:18-32, the beginnings of Atheism is a failure to recognize God for who He is. We fail to give Him his proper place as King, Creator, and Lord.

      So, here’s the interesting phenomenon then. God, who had no responsibility to create us, created us anyways. God, who had no reason to make promises, remember promises, and deliver on those promises, did it any way. Those who understand those two points recognize what a gift that is, and revere Him.

      Those who don’t, shun any form of worship whatsoever and proclaim, as many did in those days, that they don’t need God. It wouldn’t be too long into the Exodus before people started plotting a return trip to Egypt, asking who this “Jehovah” is anyway.

      What’s your stance? When God remembers you, will you look at Him? Will you listen? Will you hold Him in reverence?

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            TEN

          

          
            WHO AM I THAT I SHOULD GO TO PHARAOH? (EXODUS 3:11)

          

        

      

    

    
      Nearly forty years had passed since Moses went to Midian, and a lot had changed. Leaving his old life of palace glory, honor, and wealth, he had become a simple shepherd in a desolate land.

      During that time, he had also became a husband and a father. He had responsibilities to the people around him, and he most likely had a life that he was very content with. He had tried the whole “deliverer” thing, and nobody responded. It seemed like Moses’ time in Egypt was in the past.

      And now, God wants him to go back? To talk to Pharaoh? To set his people free?

      That’s a tall order. His response to God’s command to meet with Pharaoh is both honest and self-deprecating: “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:11).

      Glad you asked, Moses! At this point in his life, Moses is (physically) no better than anyone else. His status as the daughter of the princess is most likely gone, replaced by that of a fugitive - which most people probably don’t remember anyways. In short, he’s a nobody, by the world’s standards.

      But what he is is an emissary sent by God. And as anyone who is familiar with the ancient world knows, an emissary carries the same weight as the one who sent him. A rejection of the messenger is a rejection of the one who sent the message. In this case, that would be God.

      This explains why Moses’ next question will be “Who should I tell people sent me?” He knows that the only reason he would carry any authority whatsoever is if the Pharaoh and the Israelites knew who God is. That’s what the plagues will eventually confirm in the minds of both groups.

      It’s actually refreshing to hear some reluctance on Moses’ part to talk to Pharaoh. Contrary to the first time he tries to free the Israelites, he’s aware of his own limitations. He knows that he can’t do it, so this time around, he’s forced to rely on God.

      That’s the way leadership should operate. They should focus their attention on something besides self, and for Christians, that “something” is God. Elders, government officials, coaches, and more - they all point towards God.

      Moses is a different person now. Forty years earlier, he was ready to lead by way of insurrection. He was ready to kill for the sake of his brothers, angrily taking his people away from his captors to establish their own physical nation outside of Egypt.

      A lot of people could do that. And, quite frankly, there are a lot of people way more qualified to do that than Moses.

      What Israel needed - and what God was telling Moses to be - was a spiritual leader. Could he lead them out of Egypt, but, even more importantly, could he point the people to the true Deliverer, which is God?

      Moses was right to ask the question. He’s just a human, but when you’re acting on behalf of the great I AM, it’s a whole different ball game.
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            A SIGN FOR MOSES (EXODUS 3:12)

          

        

      

    

    
      When you think of “spiritual signs,” you probably think of something super obvious. The sign that Gideon asked for and received from God, for example, had to do with dew on a fleece (Judges 6:36-40). When Hezekiah was given 15 more years to live, he was shown a shadow that ran counter to the normal operation of the sun (2 Kings 20:8-11).

      It’s noteworthy that in Exodus 3, Moses doesn’t initially ask for a sign. He asks who he is and what makes him the right choice to go lead the people out of Egypt. In response, God gives him a sign.

      But the sign that God gave Moses has an interesting twist: It’s given to him after he’s already accomplished the task.

      In some ways, this is exactly like the story of Gideon and Hezekiah from earlier. In Judges 6, Gideon has already torn down the altar of Baal by the time God shows him the dewy fleece. And by the time Hezekiah’s life is extended in 2 Kings 20, he’s already demonstrated remarkable courage in resisting Sennecharib’s challenge and putting his trust in God. They were already men of some faith; the signs just amplified what they had.

      The way in which Moses’ sign contrasts the other is that it doesn’t seem, at least on the surface, to be supernatural. In fact, if Moses wanted to, he could communicate the sign of “worshipping God on the mountain” to the people, then lead them there himself. There’s nothing out of the ordinary about that.

      But this is a sign for Moses. It’s designed to build his faith that what he is doing is divinely appointed. What’s the point of it?

      First, it reinforces the security of God’s first statement. At the beginning of Exodus 3:12, God tells Moses that He will “certainly be with [Moses].” Physical security is obviously a huge concern, so this sign is to show Moses that he will survive the trip into Egypt and back.

      Secondly, it shows the nature of the deliverance. They won’t just come back to this mountain; when they get back, it’s to worship God. One glance at the Old Testament shows that this is a concept that is extremely important to God. As the Creator, He is worthy of worship, and the Israelites need to learn what that looks like.

      I think a good case can be made that the sign isn’t even for Moses right then, but for later. Surely Moses knew and trusted in God before he went to Egypt (otherwise he probably wouldn’t have gone), but in order to lead the people from Sinai to Canaan, and develop them into a nation that is holy to God, he needed to be convinced of God’s authority.

      That’s what the above two points outline to me. When Moses safely returned back to the mountain, he undoubtedly saw that as God’s divine protection. But when they worshipped, he saw the purpose of the trip in the first place.

      With those two points in mind, he would not only lead the people through the desert, but ultimately shape them into a civilization that recognized and worshipped God for who He is.
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