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RESEARCH PROBLEM

In general, the problem at stake evoked attempts, like the ecumenism efforts, that led to bodies, like the World Council of Churches, that served as a mother-body of the South African Council of Churches. Previous attempts were effective at the top leadership level of the Body of Christ, and served as initial steps towards mending fragmentation among Christians.

Having been an Anglican priest for thirteen years in the Diocese of Zululand, and having been a voluntary missionary at KwaSizabantu Mission at Kranskop, at KwaZulu-Natal, for another thirteen years; division in the Body of Christ has always been my main concern, and it led me into probing into the main causes of this gigantic problem. 

Mainly, personal observation, interviews and visits to researched information in various books and articles served as sources of data collection inside and outside of ‘church’ structures.

It is with dismay to report that, departure from the Bible as the Word of God, and departure from, or rejection of its basic Christian and Biblical principles were obviously or subtly causal to this spiritual serious gangrene.
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PURPOSE/OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of the research would have been threefold, as scientifically expected:


	To describe how things were, that is, defining the nature of the study object.

	To explain why things were the way they were, bearing in mind that it would be so because one thing had caused another to change, and would also have liked to explain what that relationship between things were.

	To predict phenomena, such as human behaviour in the ‘church’ workplace, with the aim of using that information, for example, to screen clergy or ‘church’ workers job applicants.



Yet, this being the action research conducted with a view to finding a solution for a particular practical problem situation in a specific, applied setting, in this case a division in the Body of Christ. It certainly corresponds to the case study research in the sense that the case in question refers to a problem situation. Unlike the typical case study, however, it is not directed simply at describing the case involved, but also at searching for a solution to the problem situation.

In this research, being the action research, there was no theory from which one or more hypotheses have been inferred and which were to be subjected to empirical research and testing. Even if there would have been a theory that existed that suggested particular solutions for the problem situation, however, the purpose of this action research would not have been to test such a theory, but to provide a solution to the division problem in the Body of Christ.

Being a scientific researcher, therefore, the purpose of conducting the research problem, was to define, explain and, consequently, predict and even modify or control, human behaviour within ‘church’ practices, the Christian Church and its various organisations, its products/services, and/or events.
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RATIONALE FOR/SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The findings may kick-start or add to serious self-examination in the Body of Christ, as well as, accelerate vibrant discussions, create united front towards simple evangelism, missions and renewed efforts at uniting Christians in obvious ways. As a spin-off, the Christian Church will gain new members that are sold out to self-denial, and that have absolute surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


CHAPTER 3

[image: ]




LITERATURE REVIEW

The Rev. Michael A. Smith: Baptist Minister, Rochdale, Lancashire, England. 1977. Gives us a summary of the profile of a man that selflessly brought Christianity to Gentiles as follows: 

“Paul was born into a Jewish family in Tarsus, where his parents were Roman citizens. He was a strict Pharisee, and even as a young man was outstanding in his orthodox beliefs, and in his hatred of Christians. He was present at the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7: 60 – 8: 1), and was commissioned by the High Priest to arrest Christians at Damascus.

Paul was converted through a vision of the risen Christ on his way to Damascus. At a time when he was temporarily blind, he was befriended and prayed for by a Christian called Ananias. Soon after he was healed he began to preach the Living Christ in Damascus. In that city an attempt was made against his life, and therefore, he had to escape by being lowered down the city wall in a basket.

After a short while in Arabia, he may have returned to Damascus, but later came to Jerusalem, where he was befriended by Barnabas and introduced to Peter.

Further Jewish threats against his life forced him to flee again, and he returned to Tarsus. After that, there followed a period of roughly ten years about which little is known, but Paul must have been active in Christian work, because when the Gentile mission began to flourish at Antioch, Barnabas summoned him from Tarsus to join in the ministry.

Paul visited Jerusalem again taking famine-relief funds, and discussed the Gentile mission with Peter. Then Paul began the evangelistic work which made him the most outstanding Christian missionary of the first century (the first one hundred years).

He went with Barnabas and John Mark to Cyprus and central Asia Minor, founding a number of churches. On his return he had a violent disagreement with Peter at Antioch about how far Gentiles had to accept Jewish customs when they became Christians. That question was settled soon after at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15).

Paul then set out again, that time with Silas, and they travelled through Asia Minor and crossed into Macedonia. Further successful missionary work followed, especially in Macedonia, Corinth and Ephesus.

After another visit to Jerusalem, Paul left with Timothy for further evangelistic work, finally returning to Jerusalem with money collected for the poor Christians there. On his arrival there, Paul was seized by a Jewish mob and would have been lynched, but for the prompt intervention of the Roman garrison.

He was kept in protective custody at Caesarea for two years by the Roman governor Felix, whose successor, Festus, suggested that Paul be tried at Jerusalem. But Paul refused to face such a biased court and appealed to the Roman Emperor for justice.

Paul was taken under escort to Rome, surviving a shipwreck at Malta on the way. After two years in Rome Paul was probably released and spent further time in missionary work before being martyred on a second visit to Rome during Nero’s persecution of AD 64.

Paul’s surviving letters are found in the New Testament. Galatians was probably written before the Council of Jerusalem. 1 & 2 Thessalonians date from Paul’s first journey into Greece; Romans and 1 & 2 Corinthians come from his last spell in Greece before his arrest at Jerusalem. Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians and Philemon were probably written from Rome during Paul’s first imprisonment (although some scholars date them from an earlier imprisonment in Ephesus). 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus were probably written after Paul’s first stay in Rome.

Paul’s letters were highly valued during his lifetime, and were probably collected together soon after his death. In 1 Clement (written about AD 95) they are accepted on an equal basis with other Scripture. They were certainly in their present collected form by about AD 140.

Paul was not the only pioneer missionary among the early generation of Christians. Initially Peter and other apostles were hesitant; they too probably travelled far and wide in the cause of Christ. Almost certainly Peter preached the Gospel in Rome, and the apostle John evangelized long and successfully in the province of Asia.

By the middle of the 2nd century, little more than a hundred years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, flourishing churches existed in nearly all the provinces between Syria and Rome.

A century later a significant Christian minority existed in almost every province of the Empire and also in several countries to the east of the Empire.

After another fifty years, around AD 300, Christians formed a majority in parts of the provinces of Africa and Asia Minor.

North African Christianity tended to be extremely rigorous. Martyrs were seen as ideal Christians. Churchmen in North Africa thus tended towards a view of the church which regarded it as so pure as to forget that it consisted of a community of redeemed sinners. Unfortunately, this led to repeated controversies and divisions, fragmenting the united witness to Christ.

From the outset Christians were people who believed certain things. The beliefs they expressed in worship and witness, especially about Jesus Christ, were fundamental to the very existence of the Church.

The fourth, fifth and sixth centuries were marked by prolonged controversies, chiefly in the Eastern Church. These were about how Christ, the Son of God, was himself God, and how he was both man and God.

Countless councils of bishops were held on those issues of Trinity and Christology. 

Four of them: 

Nicaea (325), Constantinople (381), Ephesus (431) and Chalcedon (451), came to be accepted as general or ecumenical (universal) councils binding upon the whole church. Yet, some areas of Eastern Christianity rejected the decisions made at Ephesus or Chalcedon.  Two later general councils, at Constantinople in 553 and 680 – 681, dealt with similar questions, but have influenced Western Christianity much less. 

Many creeds and statements of doctrine were produced, including the famous Nicene Creed the Chalcedonian Definition, which became touch-stones of orthodoxy throughout most of the Christian world. That was an era of unparalleled importance in the formation of Christian theology.

Unfortunately, at the same time it was an age of interference and even domination by the emperors, of colourful and abrasive personalities, and of bitter antagonism between leading bishoprics.

Technical terms without biblical origins were made key-words in authoritative statements of belief. Their use led to the Latin-speaking West and the Greek-speaking East misunderstanding and misrepresenting one another. Even between different segments of the Greek Church misunderstandings arose; these disputes contributed to major divisions in the Christian world. 

In theory the first appeal was to Scripture, but the Bible was used in curious or questionable ways. People frequently appealed to Scripture to confirm their theology rather than to decide it. Above all, the disputes were shot through with the feeling that unless God and Christ were truly what Christian devotion and worship claimed, then salvation itself was endangered. Passions ran high because the fundamentals of the Christian religion were felt to be at stake.

The period covered in this chapter was at a time Christianity was effective in the Northern part of the continent of Africa.”

Letter to Diognetus (2nd Century writing) -an anonymous Letter to Diognetus titled “The Extraordinary People”, possibly dating from the 2nd century (the second hundred of years after Christ), we read the following: “For Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, language or customs; you see, they do not live in cities of their own, or speak some strange dialect, or have some peculiar lifestyle.

“This teaching of theirs has not been contrived by the invention and speculation of inquisitive men; nor are they propagating mere human teaching as some people do. They live in both Greek and foreign cities, wherever chance has put them. They follow local customs in clothing, food and the other aspects of life. But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the wonderful and certainly unusual form of their own citizenship.

“They live in their own native lands, but as aliens; as citizens, they share all things with others. Every foreign country is to them as their native country, and every native land as a foreign country.

“They marry and have children just like everyone else; but they do not kill unwanted babies. They offer a shared table, but not a shared bed. They are at present ‘in the flesh’ but they do not live ‘according to the flesh’. They are passing their days on earth, but are citizens of heaven. They obey the appointed laws, and go beyond the laws in their own lives.
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