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    To my church family throughout the years, and to Pam as always.

      

    


In this study in Mark, all scripture is from the King James Bible, and all commentary references are from Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  The study is my understanding by God’s guidance of what this book says to us as Christians today.
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Chapter 1
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Mark 1:1 says; The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;  Mark does not begin with the birth of Jesus, but with the beginning of His ministry, which he accurately refers to as the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Recognizing Jesus for Who He truly is will always be the beginning of the gospel. We can learn all about the historical Jesus, but unless we acknowledge that He is the Son of God it does us no good.   Verse 2 adds, As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  Mark tells us that the Old Testament prophets wrote of the coming of a messenger to prepare people for the coming of Jesus Christ.  Verse three continues, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  This messenger was to call on them to prepare the way of the Lord and make His paths straight.  Though this messenger, whom we know to be John the Baptist, was calling on them to make ready for the ministry of Jesus then, we as Christians have the same commission to proclaim the gospel today and call on people to make ready for the return of Jesus Christ and to make their paths straight in accordance with God's word. We do not accept Jesus Christ and then just go our own way, but we must follow the leadership of God through the guidance of the Holy Spirit once we are saved by God's grace.   Verse four states, John did baptize in the wilderness and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  Mark said John baptized for the remission of sin by repentance. The physical act of baptism did not bring about the remission of sin, but repentance through faith in the coming Messiah did.  Verse five adds, And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.  Mark tells us that many people from throughout the land of Judea and Jerusalem came to John to be baptized after confessing their sins. Mark 1:6 says, And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; John was baptizing people for repentance, but he was not what we might expect a preacher to look and act like.  He was not concerned with the wealth of the world and what would be considered normal behavior but was dedicated to preaching about the coming of the Messiah.  We may need to be less concerned with what society says is normal today and more concerned with proclaiming the gospel.   Verse seven adds, And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.  John was not preaching to call attention to himself, but to call attention to the coming Messiah, whose shoes John said that he was unworthy to stoop down and unfasten.  This is the same Messiah, or Savior, that we put our faith in today, so we can never afford to become filled with self-righteousness.  We are still unworthy to unfasten the shoes of Jesus Christ.  Verse eight continues. I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  John said he baptized with water, symbolizing the forgiveness of sin, but the coming Messiah would baptize with the Holy Ghost.  We may go through a physical baptism when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, but the important fact is that as soon as we accept Him, we are baptized with the Holy Ghost.  This is true of all those who put their faith in Jesus Christ, and not just a select few at a later time.  Mark 1:9 says, And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. As John the Baptist was preaching and baptizing for repentance, Jesus came to him and was baptized.  We know that Jesus had nothing to repent for, but He gave validity to baptism as a symbol of His coming death, burial and resurrection and also to validate the ministry of John the Baptist.  John had always said that he was just a forerunner of the coming Messiah, and Jesus was and is that Messiah.   Verse ten adds, And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens opened and the Spirit descended on Him like a dove.  This is the only baptism that this happened at, and it was God's endorsement of Jesus and His baptism.  Still, as followers of Christ, the Holy Spirit descends on us, not at baptism, but at the moment that we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, and then we are baptized to symbolize Christ's sacrifice for our sins.  Baptism did not bring salvation to anyone in John the Baptist's day, and it still doesn't.  Verse eleven continues, And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  After the dove descended on Jesus, a Voice came from heaven saying, “Thou art My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."  Today, even though we may not see the heavens open nor hear a Voice, when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, God will always be well pleased.  Mark 1:12 says, And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.  After Jesus' baptism, He was immediately led by the Holy Spirit into the desert.  Once more, we should not attempt to make Jesus and the Holy Spirit into two God's, because They are One with the heavenly Father.   We accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, which restores us to a right relationship with the heavenly Father, and then we are led by the Holy Spirit, but these are not three God's, but One God Who manifests Himself in three ways.  After we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, then we should immediately be led by the Holy Spirit to do what the heavenly Father has for us to do.  Verse thirteen adds. And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.  Mark does not say what temptations by Satan Jesus faced, only that He faced them and was ministered to by the angels after defeating Satan's temptations.  We do not have to know what temptations another person has faced in their Christian life, but it is good to know that they have overcome them.  Matthew gives us an account of the temptations, but Mark was not led to do so, which is why we need to read and understand the whole Bible to the best of our abilities under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  We will never understand it all and will never understand any of it without God revealing His truth to us.  Bible study is not an intellectual understanding of what the Bible means but is a spiritual understanding of what the Bible means.   Verse fourteen states, Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, Mark tells us that after John the Baptist was imprisoned that Jesus began preaching the gospel in Galilee.  Jesus preached that the kingdom of God was at hand, and people needed to repent and believe the gospel.  Verse fifteen adds, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  Jesus was and is that gospel, and since He died on the cross for our sins, the kingdom of God has been at hand.  It doesn't matter when Jesus Christ returns, because God's kingdom has already been ushered in.  As followers of Christ, we are not going to be a part of God's kingdom one day, but we become a part of God's kingdom as soon as we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.   Of course, we must first believe the gospel, that Jesus Christ died for our sins and if we put our faith in Him as our Savior and Lord that our sins are forgiven forever.  Mark 1:16 says, Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.  As Jesus began His ministry, He began calling disciples.  The first were two brothers, Simon, later to be called Peter, and John, who were fishermen. This was not a recreational thing for them but was the way they made their living.  They were not rich men, nor highly educated.  They were simple hardworking men.  God calls us today from wherever we are to be His disciples, those who put their faith in Him and follow Him by faith.  Our worldly status has nothing to do with being His disciple.  Verse seventeen adds, And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.  Jesus told Simon and Andrew to follow Him, and He would make them fishers of men.  This required them to give up their way of making a living and follow Him with nothing said about how they would now be able to make a living.  When Jesus calls us, we need to have that same type of faith, where we are willing to walk away from everything in order to follow Him.  Verse eighteen continues, And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. They immediately left their nets, their source of income, and followed Him.  They did not make excuses for why they couldn't do what Jesus asked of them, and neither should we. Verse nineteen says, And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets.  A little further along, Jesus saw two more brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were also fishermen, and He called them to follow Him.  Verse twenty adds, And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.  They didn't hesitate either, leaving their father and his servants in the boat and following Jesus.  When Jesus calls us to follow Him, we cannot allow even our family to come between Him and us.  Mark 1:21 says, And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught.  Even as Jesus was calling His disciples, He went to the synagogue, a place of worship, on the sabbath day.  We should not allow our busy lives to keep us from gathering together to worship God.  While in the synagogue, Jesus continued to teach.  When Jesus is teaching us today, and as Christians we should always be learning as God works in our lives, we need to ensure that we do not get too busy to listen.  Verse twenty-two adds, And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.  The people in the synagogue were amazed because Jesus taught as One that had authority.  Jesus still teaches us with that same authority today, and always will.  Jesus did not teach as the scribes did, because they did not have the authority of Jesus.  They were well versed in the scripture, but they were not as qualified to teach as Jesus was and were amazed at how He taught.  We today may be well versed in the Bible, but we still need to rely on God to guide us as we proclaim His gospel to the world.  God not only calls us to proclaim the gospel, but He empowers us to do so, and we must make sure that what we proclaim is God's word and not our own.  In order to do so, we must first accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, and once more if you haven't, my prayer is that you will do so today. Mark 1:23 says, And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,  Mark said there was a man with an unclean spirit in the synagogue.  I believe that many people would have thought that he shouldn't be there, but where is a better place for those who are filled with unclean spirits to be if they are looking for forgiveness and restoration to God.  Verse twenty-four adds, Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. The unclean spirit recognized the power and authority of God.  Mark said that they asked, which would imply either more than one unclean spirit or the man speaking for the unclean spirit and himself.  Either way, the question was asked as to what they had to do with Jesus, since He was the Holy One of God.  The implication would be that Jesus would be corrupted spiritually by having anything to do with the man.  We can never feel that we can have nothing to do with sinners today if we are a Christian because we are simply sinners saved by grace.  Just as this demon possessed man could not corrupt Jesus, neither can sinners, even those who might be demon possessed, corrupt us spiritually as long as we put our faith in Jesus Christ and rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to strengthen us.  Verse twenty-five states, And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him   Verse twenty-six adds, Jesus commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man, even though it says he tore the man, with a loud voice he came out.  There was no big battle where Jesus had to fight the unclean spirit.  If we have complete faith in Jesus, if we encounter an unclean spirit, there should be no big battle to cast the unclean spirit out through the power of Jesus and by His name.  Verse twenty-seven continues, And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.  Mark said the people were amazed and asked who Jesus was and by what authority could He command the unclean spirits and they would obey Him.  It would seem that the unclean spirits recognized Who Jesus was and His authority before the rest of the people around Jesus in the synagogue did.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we must recognize His power and authority before He can cleanse us of all unrighteousness, and if you haven't accepted Him as your Savior and Lord, my prayer is that you will do so today.  There is no unclean spirit that can stand between God and you if you put your faith in Jesus Christ. Mark 1:28 says, And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.  After Jesus cast the unclean spirit out of the man, His fame began to grow.  I believe that many of these people who heard about what Jesus did were more curious than aware of Who He was.  Many people today hear of Jesus and all that He did, up to and including dying on the cross for the sins of mankind, and they are curious but do not believe that He really is the only Savior of mankind. Verse twenty-nine adds, And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.  Verse thirty continues, But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.  Jesus and the four disciples with Him, Simon or Peter as he would be known, Andrew, James and John, went to Peter's house, and found his mother-in-law sick with a fever.  We may think of the disciples as young single men, but we know that some, at least Peter, had families that they were responsible for.  I don't believe that God expected them to ignore that responsibility, and neither does He expect us to today in the name of serving Him.  Verse thirty-one concludes, And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them.  Jesus took Peter's mother-in-law by the hand, and her fever left her.  She then ministered to their needs.  When God heals us, He heals us to serve others under His direction and by His power.   If you are one of those who has simply been curious about Jesus Christ but have never accepted Him as your Savior and Lord, curiosity is never enough to save anyone.  Mark 1:32 says, And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. As word of Jesus' healing power spread, people were even bringing those in need of healing to Him after dark.  Even though they were not necessarily coming for the right reason, which would have been for spiritual healing, Jesus did not turn them away.  People today often come to Jesus for the wrong reason, but He does not turn them away.  Of course, they may never come to accept Him as Savior and Lord, but that will be because they rejected Him and not because He rejected them.  Verse thirty-three adds, And all the city was gathered together at the door.  Mark said the whole city was at His door.  It would be wonderful if we could get that many people to come looking for Jesus today, even if many came for the wrong reason.  Verse thirty-four continues, And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.  Jesus healed many people of different diseases, and He cast out many devils, forbidding them to even speak.  Again, there was no great war in casting out these devils.  They were powerless before Jesus.  If we have faith in Jesus, we have no reason to fear the devils or demons of this world.  The devils obeyed Jesus because they knew Who He was, which is probably more than many of the people gathered there knew.  We must know Who Jesus truly is in order for Him to have any power in our life today.  The devils knew Him and had no choice but to obey Him.  We, on the other hand, may know Him but have a choice as to whether or not to obey Him. Mark 1:35 says, And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.  Jesus got up very early and went to a solitary place and prayed.  After ministering to the needs of the multitude the day before, Jesus needed a quiet time alone to pray.  No matter how busy or successful we are, even if we are doing what God has called us to do, we should never forget to set aside a time to be alone with God in prayer, even if we have to get up early to have that time.  Verse thirty-six adds, And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. Simon and the other disciples followed Jesus.  Like the disciples, we should also want to follow Jesus wherever He leads us.   Verse thirty-seven continues, And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee When the disciples found Jesus, they told Him that all men sought Him.  It would seem that they were more interested in what the people wanted than in what Jesus needed.  We can never allow what people want to come before what Jesus needs from us.  It would be wonderful if all people sought Jesus, but that is not the case and many times those who do seek Him do so for the wrong reason, simply looking for how Jesus can do something for them, instead of looking at what He has already done for them and what they can do for Him.  Verse thirty-eight concludes. And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.  Jesus said that they would go to the next towns and He would preach there.  I believe that when He said that was the reason He came that He wasn't referring to His preaching only, but to His mission to reach out to all people with the gospel.   Jesus came to bring salvation to all people who would put their faith in Him, and that has never changed.  Mark 1:39 says, And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils. Jesus continued to go throughout Galilee, preaching and casting out devils.  He did not do this to call attention to Himself but did it to glorify the heavenly Father.  We are told that we have the power to do what Jesus did through faith in and reliance on the Holy Spirit.  Too often we fail to even proclaim the gospel, so we should not be surprised if we fail to cast out demons.  On the other hand, some who claim to have that power put more emphasis on themselves than on the heavenly Father.  We need to first be witnessing for Jesus Christ, and then anything else that we need to do He will show us and empower us to do it.  Verse forty adds, And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  A leper came to Jesus while He was traveling and preaching, seeking to be healed of his leprosy.  He came in faith, declaring that if Jesus wanted to, he knew that Jesus could heal him.  We cannot go to Jesus with demands but must go by faith leaving everything in His hands.  As Christians, we cannot claim to have the power to heal anyone who comes to us with a physical need, because we are not Jesus.   Even when Jesus healed someone, He did it in accordance with the will of and for the glory of the heavenly Father.  Verse forty-one continues, And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.  Jesus had compassion on the leper and healed him immediately.  Verse forty-two concludes, And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.  Simply by saying that He willed for the leper to be clean.   If we are acting in accordance with God's will, He gives us great power as well.  Still, we must first make sure that we are following the leadership of the Holy Spirit and are doing so that God will be glorified.  It was the man's faith in Jesus that healed him, and it is our faith in Jesus that heals us from all unrighteousness today, and this is the most important fact.  We more may not be healed physically, but if we put our faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, then we are spiritually healed forever.  Mark 1:43 says, And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away After the leper had been healed, Jesus changed him, or gave him a directive.  Verse forty-four adds, And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.  In this case, the leper was instructed to tell no one what Jesus had done for him.  It was not yet time for Jesus to proclaim His power to the world.  Jesus also instructed the man to follow the law related to those healed of leprosy and to show himself to the priest.  Jesus was not counteracting the rules of priests, which had been given by God to Moses.  Even when we are healed, or forgiven, of the sins in our life, and made clean spiritually, we are still to obey God's law.  Verse forty-five concludes, But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter.  The healed leper did not obey the command of Jesus but began to tell everyone what Jesus had done.  We, on the other hand, are told to go and share the gospel after we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, and we too often keep silent about what He has done for us.  Though we should shout it to the the world.
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Chapter 2
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Mark 2:1 says, And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house.  After some time alone in a desert place to escape His growing notoriety, Jesus returned to Capernaum.  Though Jesus is not here today, the Holy Spirit is, and rather than keep the truth about Jesus secret, we are called on through the power of the Holy Spirit to tell the world about Him.  Verse two adds, And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.  Jesus` return to Capernaum was publicized quickly, and soon His house was overflowing, and people could no longer get through the door.  It would be wonderful if we had that same situation in churches today, but normally people of the world simply ignore what is going on in the church, but we still put our faith in the same Jesus Who was in Capernaum that day.  Verse three continues, And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. Four men had a friend who was sick with palsy that they wanted to bring to Jesus for healing, but they seemed to be blocked from getting to Him.  How many of us say we would bring our friends in need to Jesus, but seem to encounter something blocking us from doing so?  If we do encounter something in the way, what do we do then?  Verse four states, And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.  These four men would not be stopped from getting their friend to Jesus, so they tore through the roof and let him do before Jesus.  There could have been many reasons to give up.  First, they had to get through the crowd. Next, they had to get the man up on the roof.  Then, they had to remove enough of the roof to let let him pass through.  Finally, they had to let the man down without dropping him.  They could have decided at any point that it was too much trouble, but they didn't give up.  How often we let the least little obstacle keep us from bringing someone to Jesus?  We should be just as determined to bring our friends and family to Jesus as these men were.  Verse five adds, When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  We see that when Jesus saw their faith, He told the man sick with palsy that his sins had been forgiven.  Through faith, the four men brought their friend to Jesus for a physical healing, and because of faith, both theirs and his I believe, the man's sins were forgiven.  We must be willing to do as much as we can to bring people to Jesus.  Mark 2:6 says, But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, When Jesus told the lame man that his sins were forgiven, He got the attention of certain scribes, some of the religious leaders of that day.  It is a good thing for Jesus to get the attention of religious leaders, or maybe it would be more accurate to say Christian leaders, but He got their attention for the wrong reasons.  We need to pray that our Christian leaders today have their attention focused on Jesus Christ.  Verse seven adds, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?  These religious leaders, who really weren't attuned to God's leadership but to their own status, reasoned in their hearts.  They didn't look to God for understanding of what Jesus was doing.  We need to always seek God's guidance when we have questions of faith, instead of trying to figure things out by our own ability.  The scribes accused Jesus of blasphemy or crediting the things of the world to God's action, or visa versa.  They said that Jesus did not have the power to forgive sins, since only God did.  They totally failed to recognize Who Jesus really was, even though as religious leaders they should have been looking for His coming.  We must first recognize Who Jesus is and should certainly never attempt to make Who He is conform to our understanding.  Verse eight continues, And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  Jesus immediately knew what they were thinking and asked them why they thought this way.  Jesus knows our thoughts, and we will be held accountable for them as well as our actions.  Their first step should have been in understanding Who Jesus is, and that is our first step today.  If you have not come to understand Who Jesus is, and that is  the only Savior that there is, then this is the first step that you must take.  Mark 2:9 says, Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? When healing the lame man and being accused of blasphemy, Jesus asked a question of the scribes.  He asked whether it was easier to tell the man that his sins were forgiven, or to tell him simply to arise and take up his bed and walk.  Forgiving sins can only be done by God, so for Jesus to say He had the ability to forgive the man of his sins meant either He was God or He was indeed guilty of blasphemy.   Jesus also implied that He could have avoided that problem by simply dealing with the man`s physical condition and telling him to walk.  This would not have attributed the man's healing to Jesus Himself, but to His asking in faith to God.  Then, there would be physical evidence, whereas there was no physical evidence that the man`s sins were forgiven.  Even if he did rise up and walk, he could still have not been forgiven of his sins by God.  Verse ten adds, But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) Jesus said it was so that the scribes and everyone around Him would know that He had the power to forgive sins that He told the man that his sins were forgiven and for him to rise up and walk.  Jesus did not say that He had healed the man physically, but that He had forgiven his sins. Verse eleven adds, I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. The man getting up and walking was proof of Jesus` power to forgive sins, which proved that He was God, and not just another prophet.  Verse twelve concludes, And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. All the people around were amazed and glorified God saying that they had never seen anything like this before.  The man had to have faith that Jesus could forgive his sins in order for this to happen and for him to be healed.  Today, no matter what problems you may be facing in life, if you have not done so, the first step to finding answers to your problems is to put your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and then He will help you through the other problems.  Mark 2:13 says, And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. After healing the lame man by telling him his sins were forgiven, Jesus went to the seaside, and taught the multitude that followed Him.  It would be wonderful today if people were so willing to come and learn about Jesus, but it may be that we should be going to where they are and witnessing for Him instead of trying to get them to come to us.  Verse fourteen adds, And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.  Then Jesus saw Levi, or Matthew, a tax collector who was despised by most people, sitting and collecting taxes.  Jesus called Matthew to follow Him.  God does not judge based on how the world may view us, but on the way He does and how we respond to His call.  Verse fifteen states, And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him.  Matthew followed Jesus, and Jesus and His other disciples sat down to eat with him and other publicans and sinners.  We need to be careful that we do not become so self-righteous that we refuse to go out in the world and witness to others. Verse sixteen adds, And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?  As usual, the scribes and Pharisees found fault with what Jesus was doing, which was eating and drinking with publicans and sinners.  These were the religious leaders attempting to judge Jesus.  We should never attempt to judge other Christians because of who they may associate with in the world.  We cannot reach the lost without any interaction with them.  Verse seventeen continues, When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Jesus asked the scribes and Pharisees who needed a physician, those who were well or those who were sick.  Then, He said that He didn't come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Now, the scribes and Pharisees might have considered themselves to be righteous, but they would have been so wrong.  No one can be made righteous except through faith in Jesus Christ as his or her personal Savior and Lord ,and if you have not accepted Him as your personal Savior and Lord, my prayer is that you will do so today.  Mark 2:18 says, And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?  As usual, the religious leaders were trying to find fault with Jesus.  They said the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees used to fast, and asked Jesus why His disciples didn't fast.  Now, I assume that the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees still fasted, though it was stated that they used to do so.  Either way, the religious leaders were attempting to condemn Jesus based on what others had done or were doing.  I believe that we must be careful about attempting to find fault with how other Christians worship, as long as their focus is on God and bringing Him honor and glory.  I don't believe that we can even judge others by the way people used to worship.  I may not personally like some of the new trends in worship services, but that does not make them wrong, once again as long as God is glorified by the worship service. Verse nineteen adds, And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.  Jesus told them that as long as the bridegroom was with them, the people of the bridal party didn't fast, and Jesus was the Bridegroom.  Verse twenty continues, But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days. Jesus said His disciples would have time to fast after He was gone.  We today have time to fast, but even if we do, it should be done to bring honor and glory to God and not to ourselves.  For fasting or any other religious ceremony to have any meaning, you must first accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Mark 2:21 says, No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.  Verse twenty-two adds, And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles Jesus had just answered the religious leaders comments about His disciples and Himself not fasting and spoke of celebrating while the Bridegroom was with the bridal party.  He then spoke of new patches on old garments and new wine in old wine skins and bottles.  The religious leaders were still attempting to live by the old covenant, which had been impossible to live up to.  This was not because of there being anything wrong with the old covenant itself, but because of the rebellious nature of people.  Jesus came to usher in the new covenant, which was based on His goodness and obedience to the Heavenly Father alone.  The new covenant of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone could not be stitched into the old covenant without destroying both, and Jesus did not come to destroy the old covenant but to fulfill it.  We today cannot attempt to justify ourselves by the old covenant and faith in Jesus Christ also.  We must set aside obedience to the old covenant as a way to salvation. Salvation comes not by our ability to keep all of God's law, which we cannot do, but by faith in Jesus Christ alone as our Savior and Lord.  Mark 2:23 says, And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. When Jesus and His disciples were going through a cornfield on the Sabbath, they began to pluck ears of corn to eat.  There were very explicit rules about what Jewish people could do on the Sabbath, and plucking corn was not one of the things allowed.  Verse twenty-four adds, And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?  The Pharisees were concerned about the disciples disobeying the law of the Sabbath.  They were more concerned with the law than they were with what the disciples were doing and why they were doing it.  We need to be careful that we don't become more concerned with religious rules than we are with doing whatever we can to share the gospel and enable others to do so.  Verse twenty-five states, And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?  Verse twenty-six adds, How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?  When the Pharisees confronted Jesus, He referred to a passage of scripture about David eating and sharing the shewbread in the temple.  The Pharisees could not deny this happened since they knew the scripture.   If questioned about why we may have done something that others may say is spiritually wrong, we need to be able to support our actions based on what the Bible teaches, and if we can, then they should no longer have a problem with what we have done.  Verse twenty-seven continue, And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:  Verse twenty-eight concludes, Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.  Jesus then said that the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath, and that the Son of Man, Jesus Himself, was the Lord of the Sabbath.   We need to realize that our relationship with and obedience to God through our faith in Jesus Christ takes priority over any law, religious or otherwise.  Of course this is all dependent on having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord’   
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