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Why You Should NOT Have a Mega Church: 

What is the Motivation Behind Your Burning Desire?

By

Kwame Y Ampofo

Foreword

There comes a time in every generation when the true church must be distinguished from the false. A time when the pursuit of numbers, influence, and empire-building overshadows the original purpose of the church as defined by Jesus Christ. In this era of mega churches, celebrity pastors, and corporate-style Christianity, the question must be asked:

Is this what Jesus truly wanted?

I have witnessed firsthand the rise of the mega church movement—how it has shaped the mindset of ministers, redefined success in ministry, and created a culture where pastors chase numbers rather than nurturing souls. But more alarming is how the hunger for expansion, control, and financial power has compromised the integrity of the Gospel.

This book, Why You Should NOT Have a Mega Church: What is the Motivation Behind Your Burning Desire?, is not just another critique of modern church structures. It is a prophetic warning—a call to return to the simplicity, purity, and power of the early church. The author fearlessly exposes the psychological tricks, unbiblical loyalty doctrines, financial manipulation tactics, and empire-building strategies that have replaced true discipleship with corporate-style Growing Churches .

Many today believe that bigger churches equal greater anointing, that expansion is proof of God’s favor, and that those who do not pursue large ministries lack faith or vision. But is that what the Bible teaches? Did Jesus measure His success by crowd size? Did Paul build religious empires, or did he focus on raising faithful disciples?

With sound biblical arguments, deep insight, and bold clarity, this book dismantles the mega church myth and presents an alternative: a return to the true church of Jesus Christ—a church not built on control, gimmicks, or financial pressure, but on truth, discipleship, and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

I commend this book to every pastor, minister, and believer who seeks to understand the dangers of the mega church system and rediscover the true purpose of the church.

Read it with an open heart. It may challenge everything you have believed about Growing Churches —but it will also lead you back to God’s original design.

Rev. Antipas E. Quansah

Thy Will Only Lord Ministry

Dedication

In This book is dedicated to the small church pastor—the faithful shepherd who stands against the tide of corporate Christianity, refusing to measure success by crowd size, financial empire, or public recognition.

To the pastor who disciples a handful with the same passion as if leading thousands—this book is for you.

To the minister who has been told that their church is “too small” to be significant—know that Jesus chose twelve over multitudes, and His impact changed the world.

To the shepherd who feels unseen, uncelebrated, and pressured to adopt the mega church model—may this book remind you that faithfulness matters more than fame, depth matters more than numbers, and obedience to Christ is greater than the applause of men.

Keep preaching the truth.

Keep loving your flock.

Keep rejecting the deception that bigger is always better.

Your work is not in vain. The Kingdom is built one disciple at a time—and heaven celebrates every soul you lead in truth.

This book is for you.
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Introduction: The Seduction of the Mega Church Dream
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“Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil.” — Proverbs 3:7 (NLT)

There is a silent but deadly desire that grips many young ministers today—the craving to build a mega church. It is never questioned but always assumed:

• “If God has called me, then I must build something massive.”

• “A small church means I have failed.”

• “Numbers equal anointing. The bigger the crowd, the greater my success.”

For many, this desire starts innocently, with an earnest passion to reach people for Christ. But very quickly, it morphs into something far more dangerous—a lust for influence, power, control, and financial success.

This book is here to stop you before it’s too late.

––––––––
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1. A DREAM THAT ENDS in Disaster

Before you become another casualty of the mega church obsession, let me ask you:

• Have you studied the lives of those who have gone before you?

• Do you know what happens to many who chase this dream?

• Have you seen the scandals, the burnout, the moral failures, and the crushing pressure?

The truth is that many mega church pastors start out well—but very few finish well.

Even A certain well known man of God , one of the strongest advocates of mega churches, unknowingly reveals the immense pressure in his own books:

“It is a long and tortuous journey to become the pastor of a large church.” — (Growing Churches , Chapter 1)

“There is no external advice or input that can sufficiently drive an individual on that difficult road to becoming a mega church pastor.” — (Growing Churches , Chapter 1)

What he doesn’t say outright—but what is clear from the endless list of manipulative strategies and loyalty demands in his books—is that this road destroys many pastors.

2. The Hidden Truth: The Mega Church is a Machine, Not a Ministry

Mega churches do not grow naturally—they are engineered. They require:

• Aggressive marketing and branding to create an illusion of divine success.

• Strict loyalty structures that ensure no one questions the leader.

• Emotional and financial manipulation to keep people giving and serving endlessly.

Again, This well respected Man of God admits this subtly:

“You must begin an aggressive campaign to achieve Growing Churches .” — (The Jerusalem Church , Chapter 10)

The mega church is not a spiritual community—it is a corporate empire. It runs on numbers, money, and control.

But Jesus never commanded us to build empires.

“But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant.” — Matthew 20:26 (NLT)

3. The Psychological Tricks That Trap Pastors

Many ministers who start out with pure motives get sucked into a system designed to keep them trapped.

• You will be told that numbers = anointing.

• You will be pressured to constantly grow, expand, and build.

• You will become obsessed with strategies, giving campaigns, and loyalty enforcement.

Before long, ministry becomes a business, and the gospel becomes a product.

This well respected Man of God teaches that a pastor must think like an empire-builder:

“Your vision must be a burning vision. A shallow vision will not make your church grow.” — (Growing Churches , Chapter 1)

But Jesus never taught a burning vision for numerical expansion. He taught obedience, faithfulness, and humility.

“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.” — Luke 16:10 (NLT)

4. The False Promises of the Mega Church Dream

If you chase a mega church, you will be promised:

✅ Wealth—because more members mean more money.

✅ Fame—because people will call you “Papa” or “Prophet.”

✅ Power—because politicians will come to you for blessings.

✅ Legacy—because your name will be known worldwide.

But what they don’t tell you is the price you will pay:

❌ You will constantly fear losing members.

❌ You will feel pressured to use manipulative strategies.

❌ You will struggle with burnout, anxiety, and guilt.

❌ You will compromise the truth to keep the crowd happy.

Again, This well respected Man of God unknowingly exposes the weight of this burden:

“Without a burning vision and dream for a large church, you will never have real church growth .” — (Growing Churches , Chapter 1)

Translation? If you are not obsessed, you will fail.

Where in the Bible does Jesus tell us to become obsessed with growth?

5. The Biblical Alternative: A Faithful Church, Not a Mega Empire

Jesus did not build a mega church.

Paul did not build a mega church.

The apostles did not focus on mega churches.

Instead, the early church was small, Spirit-led, and community-based:

“All the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity.” — Acts 2:44, 46 (NLT)

A true biblical church focuses on:

✅ Discipleship, not just attendance.

✅ Spiritual growth, not branding.

✅ Truth, not popularity.

✅ Faithfulness, not numbers.

If God wants your church to grow, it will grow naturally. You don’t need to force it with manipulative strategies.

6. Why This Book Exists

This book is here to shatter the illusion that a mega church is a sign of success.

It will prove that the Bible does not support the mega church obsession and that many who chase it lose their souls in the process.

“For what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?” — Mark 8:36 (NLT)

A Warning to Young Ministers

• If you are about to pursue the mega church dream, STOP.

• If you have already fallen into its trap, ESCAPE.

The choice before you is simple:

• You can chase power, wealth, and influence—but risk losing your soul.

• Or you can choose faithfulness, discipleship, and biblical growth—even if it means your church stays small.

This book will walk you through the lies, manipulations, and biblical distortions used to justify mega churches.

If you truly want to serve God and not your own ego, then keep reading.

Because by the end of this book, you will have a decision to make.

Do you want to be a famous pastor—or a faithful servant?
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Chapter 1: The Burning Desire—Where Did It Come From?
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“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.” — Romans 12:2 (NLT)

Every great deception begins with a thought—a belief that feels so true, so natural, so obvious that we never stop to question it.

For many young ministers today, one of the strongest unchallenged beliefs is this:

“If God has called me, then I must build a massive church.”

This belief has shaped how pastors view success, how they evaluate their calling, and how they structure their ministries.

But before we go any further, I want you to pause and ask yourself one question:

Where did this desire for a mega church come from?

• Did it come from God?

• Did it come from the Bible?

• Or did it come from somewhere else?

This chapter will expose the real origins of this burning desire—and why it might not be from God at all.

1. Is This Truly a Calling—or Just Ambition?

When a young minister feels the strong urge to build a massive church, they usually assume:

• “God is leading me to expand.”

• “I have a divine mandate to take over cities.”

• “The size of my church will prove my anointing.”

But slow down.

Could it be that what you think is a calling from God is actually worldly ambition disguised as ministry?

Even A certain well known man of God , one of the strongest advocates for mega churches, exposes how this desire consumes pastors:
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