
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


JESUS WAS JEWISH, NOT PALESTINIAN

[image: ]




A Biblical, Quranic, and Historical Challenge to Modern Supersessionism

Anton C.

Jesus Was Jewish, Not Palestinian: A Biblical, Quranic, and Historical Challenge to Modern Supersessionism

Copyright © 2026 Anton C. 

All Rights Reserved.

––––––––

[image: ]


First Edition

March 2026

––––––––

[image: ]


Scripture Attribution:

All Scripture quotations in this book are taken from the Holy Bible in its standard, publicly available English translations, including:

The King James Version (KJV)

The American Standard Version (ASV)

All Bible passages are used in the public domain.

Quran Attribution:

All Qur’anic verses in this book are taken from the following public domain English translation:

Edward Henry Palmer Translation (1880)

George Sale Translation (1734)

All Qur’anic passages are used in the public domain and are free from copyright restrictions for commercial and non-commercial use.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Preface

[image: ]




We face a theological and historical crisis that threatens the foundations of Christianity, undermines Islamic integrity, and damages the very causes it claims to serve.

The “Palestinian Jesus” narrative (the false claim that Jesus was Palestinian rather than Jewish) represents far more than a historical error. It is an assault on Christian faith itself. It violates the Quran’s own teachings. It is a propaganda operation disguised as theology.

This book documents how this false narrative emerged, spread through institutions, infiltrated churches and universities, and now threatens to shape an entire generation’s understanding of Jesus Christ.

But more importantly, it reveals why this matters, not just for historical accuracy, but for the very integrity of your faiths.

The Historical Impossibility

Jesus lived in the 1st century CE. The region was called Judea, Galilee, and Samaria.

“Palestine” as a place name was imposed by the Romans in 135 CE (over 100 years after Jesus died) as punishment for crushing the Jewish Bar Kokhba Revolt.

Modern Palestinian national identity didn’t emerge until the 20th century, nearly 2,000 years after Jesus.

How can Jesus be Palestinian when Palestine didn’t exist when he lived?


He can’t. He wasn’t. The claim is historically false.



The Biblical Record is Unambiguous


Every Gospel testifies to Jesus’ Jewish identity:

•  Matthew 1:1 - Jesus is “the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Jewish lineage)

•  Luke 2:21-22 - Jesus was circumcised and presented according to the Law of Moses (Jewish covenant)

•  John 4:22 - Jesus himself declares: “Salvation is from the Jews” (explicit self-identification)

•  Mark 15:26 - The crucifixion charge: “THE KING OF THE JEWS” 

(public identification)



Jesus attended synagogues as his custom. He celebrated Jewish festivals. He taught from Jewish scriptures. He was thoroughly, completely, undeniably Jewish.

The Quran Itself Contradicts “Palestinian Jesus”

For Muslims, this propaganda equally contradicts Islamic scripture:


Quran 3:49: Jesus is “a prophet to the people of Israel”



Quran 61:6: Jesus declares, “O children of Israel, verily I am the Apostle of God sent unto you”

The Quran is explicit: Jesus was sent to the Children of Israel. He was a messenger in the line of Jewish prophets.

The “Palestinian Jesus” narrative directly contradicts the Quran. If Muslims accept this propaganda, they abandon the Quranic narrative and compromise Islamic theological coherence.

The Stakes Could Not Be Higher

This is not harmless theological speculation. This is organized propaganda with profound consequences:


•  For Christians: Your faith is being untethered from its Jewish roots, disconnecting from the very tradition that gives Christianity meaning and authenticity.

•  For Muslims: Your scripture’s clear teaching is being ignored for political purposes, contradicting the Quran itself.

•  For Jews: A new form of supersessionism claims Palestinians have replaced Jews in history.

•  For Palestinians: A false narrative undermines their cause, making them dependent on lies rather than facts.

•  For Truth: Historical accuracy is being sacrificed on the altar of political activism.



The Time is Now

The propaganda is spreading NOW. Churches are adopting false displays NOW. Universities are teaching revisionism NOW. A generation is being shaped NOW.


The time to act is not later. The time is NOW.



Stand for Truth

Jesus was Jewish. This is historical fact. This is biblical truth. This is Islamic Scripture’s teaching.

Denying Jesus’ Jewish identity means abandoning what Jesus himself taught. It contradicts the Apostles’ witness. It breaks faith with tradition received.


Truth endures. Lies collapse.



In the end, there it is: Jesus was Jewish. He will always be Jewish. And that truth will endure.
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Chapter I: The Appropriation of Jesus: Political Weaponization of Religious Identity Through Institutional Propaganda
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Since 2013, a systematic institutional campaign has reframed Jesus from his historical Jewish identity to serve modern Palestinian political narratives. This coordinated effort, orchestrated by Palestinian Authority leadership, involves religious institutions, activist organizations, and global media platforms. Using sophisticated propaganda techniques (emotional appeals, institutional capture, visual symbolism, and historical revisionism) the campaign has achieved mainstream visibility despite contradicting documented history, biblical testimony, scholarly consensus, and theological tradition.

This analysis examines the campaign’s evolution from political statements to theological frameworks to global propaganda, identifies the institutional machinery driving it, and analyzes why religious institutions have failed to mount effective counter narratives. The stakes extend beyond historical accuracy to questions of theological integrity, interfaith relations, and the defensibility of truth itself.

Part I: The Institutional Campaign

The Orchestration from Palestinian Leadership

Mahmoud Abbas’s Direct Role

The campaign begins with explicit statements from Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, establishing that this is not grassroots cultural expression but top-down political strategy.

December 2013 Christmas Address: Abbas referred to Jesus as a “Palestinian messenger,” directly assigning a modern national identity to an ancient figure. This was not hedged or qualified language; it was an explicit historical claim made during Christmas when global attention focused on Christianity. International response was immediate and critical: the Israeli Foreign Ministry called it “outrageous rewriting of Christian history,” and Jewish and Christian leaders condemned it as historically inaccurate and disrespectful to Christian theology.

More significantly, the international Christian community produced no unified counter-statement. Instead, progressive Christian communities increasingly accepted the claim as a legitimate perspective. This silence itself became acceptance.

December 2017 Istanbul OIC Summit: Four years later, Abbas escalated the narrative significantly. At the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Summit, he stated:


•  Jesus was Palestinian

•  Bethlehem was the birthplace of the “Palestinian Jesus”

•  Palestinians descended from Jebusites (claiming ancestry 5,000 years ago)

•  Palestinians are Canaanites predating Abraham and the Israelites

•  Therefore, Palestinian claims to the land predate Jewish claims by millennia



These claims require assessment: they are archaeologically and genetically unsupported. The Jebusites were an ancient pre-Israelite people who inhabited Jerusalem before the Davidic kingdom (1 Samuel 5:6, 2 Samuel 5:6-9) but disappeared as a distinct people over 2,500 years ago, absorbed into the Israelite/ Jewish population. The Canaanites were an ancient West Semitic people whose civilization ended approximately 3,000 years ago. Modern Palestinians are primarily descended from Arab conquests of the 7th century CE and later Arab migrations, with complex genetic ancestry reflecting various populations and migrations. No credible historian or geneticist argues for direct Palestinian descent from ancient Canaanites or Jebusites.

The purpose is evident: these false claims attempt to delegitimize Jewish historical connection to the land by claiming ancient Palestinian “indigenous” status predating Jewish presence (a propaganda tactic, not historical analysis).

Institutional Infrastructure

Abbas’s statements represent only part of a broader institutionalized campaign involving specific Palestinian Authority structures:

PA-Sponsored Academic Conferences: The Palestinian Authority sponsors conferences explicitly titled “Deconstructing the Zionist Narrative,” designed to challenge historical accounts of Jewish connection to the land, promote revisionist histories, and use academic framing to legitimize propaganda. These conferences exclude serious historians who would challenge the revisionist narrative, presenting propaganda as scholarship.

Ministry of Culture Campaigns: The PA’s Ministry of Culture launches campaigns promoting Palestinian historical claims and “heritage” narratives, using cultural and religious arguments to advance political claims.

Presidential Committee for Church Affairs: The Palestinian Authority maintains a formal governmental body dedicated to managing relations with churches and is actively involved in promoting Palestinian Christian heritage claims and strategic deployment of Christian voices for PA political purposes.

This formal institutional structure demonstrates that the “Palestinian Jesus” narrative is not grassroots cultural expression but top-down political strategy coordinated at the presidential level.

Part II: Propaganda Mechanisms and Tactical Framework

Core Propaganda Techniques

Technique 1: Emotional Appeal Over Reason

The campaign doesn’t argue through logic but through imagery. Destroyed buildings juxtaposed with nativity scenes create emotional resonance that bypasses critical thinking. The emotional impact is absorbed before audiences consciously question logical coherence. This technique exploits the psychological reality that emotions are processed faster than reason.

Technique 2: Repetition and Ubiquity

Claims repeated thousands of times across social media, churches, and activist spaces achieve ubiquity. When a claim becomes everywhere, it feels like established fact even without evidence. Hashtags like #JesusWasPalestinian coordinate campaigns and promote visibility; viral images and memes spread claims through emotional appeal; celebrity endorsements create appearance of credibility through fame rather than evidence; Times Square billboards create impression that claims are accepted and significant through prominence.

A teenager today may encounter the claim “Jesus was Palestinian” hundreds of times before encountering counterargument. Repetition creates familiarity; familiarity creates belief. By adulthood, the propaganda may have succeeded in making false history seem like obvious fact.

Technique 3: Moral Pressure and Guilt

The campaign operates through guilt and moral pressure. Accepting “Jesus was Palestinian” signals solidarity with the oppressed and justice consciousness. Questioning the claim risks appearing insensitive to Palestinian suffering or hostile to Palestinians. This moral pressure silences dissent and makes institutional criticism difficult without appearing reactionary.

Technique 4: Institutional Capture

The campaign targets progressive institutions (churches, media platforms, academic organizations) already sympathetic to Palestinian causes. By positioning “Palestinian Jesus” as progressive and socially conscious, the campaign makes institutional resistance difficult without appearing conservative or insensitive.

Technique 5: Mixing True and False Claims


The campaign mixes obviously true statements (Israeli-



Palestinian conflict exists; Jesus cared for the poor) with obviously false statements (Jesus was Palestinian; Palestinians descended from Canaanites; the nativity reveals Jesus’ Palestinian identity). The truth of some claims lends unwarranted credibility to others, a technique known as the “illusory truth effect.”

Visual Symbolism and Emotional Manipulation

Keffiyeh Imagery: The Palestinian keffiyeh (traditional head scarf indelibly associated with Palestinian nationalism since Yasser Arafat’s iconic use) is strategically deployed in nativity scenes and crucifixion imagery. The keffiyeh is not a religious symbol; it is a national political symbol. Its integration into religious imagery encodes political messages through visual representation.

“Christ in the Rubble” Imagery: Infant Jesus or crucifixion imagery positioned amid destroyed buildings suggests Jesus is a Palestinian victim identifying with Palestinian suffering. This works through emotional manipulation: viewers’ emotional response to destruction imagery is transferred to the Jesus figure, creating psychological association.

“If Jesus Were Born Today...” Rhetoric: Propaganda phrases like “If Jesus were born today, he’d be born under rubble” manipulate through counterfactual thinking, emotional resonance, and false equivalence, equating Jesus’ Jewish identity with modern Palestinian identity while avoiding logical argumentation.

“Jesus Was a Refugee” Claims: References to Matthew 2:1315 (Joseph, Mary, and Jesus fleeing to Egypt to escape Herod) claim Jesus was a refugee and therefore identifies with modern refugees, suggesting Christians should support Palestinians. The problems are evident: the flight was temporary, not modern “refugee status”; modern refugee terminology applied to ancient events is anachronistic; even if compassion for refugees is mandated by Christian theology, this doesn’t require supporting any specific political nationalist cause; and this doesn’t establish that Jesus was Palestinian.

Part III: Case Studies in Campaign Deployment

The Vatican Nativity Incident (December 2024)

In December 2024, Palestinian artists commissioned by the Vatican to create a traditional nativity display for Pope Francis placed the figure of the infant Jesus upon a black-and-white Palestinian keffiyeh. This was not artistic improvisation but calculated political theater. The placement occurred immediately before Pope Francis’s arrival, ensuring photographer documentation and global circulation. The image conveyed an unmistakable message: Jesus was Palestinian.

Within forty-eight hours, under international backlash, the Vatican removed the figure with a bureaucratic explanation about custom, an explanation that convinced no one. The photograph had already circulated globally. Millions had seen the image. The propaganda objective was achieved.

Institutional Responses:


•  B’nai B’rith International expressed deep disturbance, identifying the display as deliberate political revisionism

•  The American Jewish Committee declared the display to represent “revisionism” of Christian history

•  Pastor Mark Burns described the display as “deeply offensive” to Jesus’ historical Jewish identity

•  Dr. André Villeneuve noted “cynical exploitation of the nativity scene for political and propagandistic aims”



The Vatican’s insufficient response revealed institutional vulnerability to political manipulation and theological confusion about Jesus’ foundational identity. A formal, theological Vatican statement clearly distinguishing between artistic expression and historical revisionism would have been appropriate; instead, bureaucratic explanation suggested embarrassment rather than principled clarity.

“Christ in the Rubble” Movement (December 2023-2024)

Palestinian Christian pastor Munther Isaac unveiled a nativity display depicting the infant Jesus wrapped in a Palestinian keffiyeh lying on a pile of rubble, symbolizing Gaza’s destruction. Isaac’s theological statement was explicit: “If Christ were to be born today, he would be born under the rubble in Gaza.”


The movement rapidly spread to Western churches:

•  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Washington D.C. adopted the imagery during the 2024 Christmas season

•  All Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena, California framed it as “prophetic witness”

•  Churches in Detroit, Michigan incorporated the symbolism into Christmas services

•  International spread encompassed the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia

•  Commercial merchandising (t-shirts, posters) transformed the movement into a brand



This theological framework is particularly dangerous because it wraps political partisanship in the language of Christian compassion. It commits fundamental theological error. It collapses Jesus’ universal spiritual message of liberation (from sin, death, evil) into specific partisan political identification with one side of a contemporary geopolitical conflict.

The Theological Problem: Jesus explicitly refused to be captured by nationalist political movements. When asked about taxes to Caesar, he said “Render unto Caesar” (Matthew 22:21, KJV). His kingdom, he stated, “is not of this world” (John 18:36, KJV). When contemporaries attempted to make him king by force (John 6:15, KJV), he withdrew.
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