
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


The Utopian Cricket Team

[image: image]

M. Venkataraman

Year of Publication -2020

Copyright - M. Venkataraman

Written and Published by:

M.Venkataraman,

G-10, Ground Floor,

Innovative Timberleaf,

Somasundarapalaya,

H.S.R. Layout, Sector 2,

Bengaluru-560102.

e-mail: venkalp74@gmail.com

This book is also available as an audio book. Please contact the audio booksellers for getting the audio book.



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


Introduction
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This is a short story on the game of cricket. It is based on some wild imagination. The setting is five decades back when I travelled from the city of Chennai (then known as Madras) to New Delhi to take up my appointment in the Union Public Service Commission. The Union Public Service Commission, known in short as UPSC, is the premier recruiting agency of the Government of India and consists of eminent personalities in various fields. The story links this factor with the game of cricket. 

At the end of the story, I have made a reference to William Wordsworth, one of the greatest poets of English literature. His quote, I felt is a fitting finale to the story.

As indicated in the title of this book, it is a utopian thought of looking at the game of cricket. 

What is Utopia? The term comes from a fiction of a writer named Thomas More. Thomas More himself is a character in that story. He was in the Netherlands, serving as an ambassador sent by King Henry VIII of England to hold negotiations concerning the English wool trade. There he befriends two people. One was known as Peter Giles and the other was known as Raphael Hythloday. In the course of their conversation Hythloday talks about an island called ‘Utopia’ which is an ideal and the most perfectly organised commonwealth in the world. Thomas More, through the character of Hythloday,  talks about this imaginary island of Utopia and its people.

In the Utopian society the citizens own nothing individually but share the resources of their nation collectively, from land, housing, bread and all. Money does not exist. Gold is considered as a useless metal. The Utopians live together in patriarchal families with no fewer than ten and no more than sixteen members. They work at both farming and at least one other craft, and they work for at least six hours each day. When they are not working, eating, or sleeping, they are free to use their time as they please. There are no rules, regulations or legislation. Hence there are no lawyers. The only offense for which there is a prescribed punishment is adultery. They are reluctant to go to war, but when they’re forced to do so, they hire mercenaries so as to spare the bloodshed of their own people. They are essentially hedonists. Their chief idea is to live happily. Pleasure is the most important thing in life. They define virtue as a life organized according to nature.

After hearing about Utopia from Hythloday, Thomas More thinks to himself that many Utopian laws and policies are founded on no good reason, even when it comes to the principal foundation of their policy namely their collective ownership of resources and moneyless economy. Though Thomas More cannot agree with Hythloday in everything, he confesses that he wishes for many features of Utopia to be realised in the cities of Europe. At the same time, he is also not bold enough to hope as much, because such a hope would be unrealistic.

So it is with my story on the Utopian Cricket Team!
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The Story
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I got into the Grand Trunk Express bound for New Delhi from Chennai city. The members of my family and my friends were all in the railway station and gave me a grand farewell. It is my first employment after completing my studies and I got it after an enormous amount of hard work and preparation. The mood in the Railway station was exuberant. I was exuberant too.
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