
  
  
      
        
          Alone

          
		      
          Various Authors

        

        
          [image: ]

          Black Hare Press

        

      

    


  
  
ALONE is Copyright Black Hare Press © 2025


First published in Australia in September 2025 by Black Hare Press



      [image: ]The authors retain the copyright of the works featured in this publication.



      [image: ]All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.



      [image: ]All rights reserved. No part of this production may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher and copyright owner.



      [image: ]Edited by D. Kershaw


Formatting by Ben Thomas


Cover design by Dawn Burdett



      [image: ]Connect: linktr.ee/blackharepress








  
  
FLASH FRIGHTS


 


REAP


HUNT


CABIN


ALONE


CLING


TRAWL


HEX










  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Introduction
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nothing but Silence Among the Stars
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Someone to Talk to
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Cold Noodles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The White
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Last Human
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Whispers
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Curious Demise of Phillip
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Shut-In
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        At the End
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Things Best Forgotten
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Knot Alone
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Reunion
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Mama Said
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Oh, Daddy of Mine
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Never alone
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Alone With Death
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ellis and Sylvia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Alone No More
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Anniversary of a Disaster
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Embrace the Dark
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Currents
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Leave Me Alone!
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Lonesome Curse
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Capsized
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Last Door
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        The Lonely Girl Dreams of the Dead
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Then to Somewhere She Went
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Known Quantity
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        (Not) Alone
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Backseat
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Circle
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Close Call
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Shadow Lessons
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Picture of Innocence (Corrupted Corpses)
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Flamingo and Death
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        At Death’s Door
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Alex’s Inheritance
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Black Hare Press
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Acknowledgements
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    

  


  
  

[image: ]

Introduction






Some silences comfort;
this one devours.


To be alone is to stand on the edge of existence, stripped of the noise and warmth that tether us to the world. In solitude, shadows grow teeth, memories turn traitorous, and the mind becomes its own haunted labyrinth. What begins as stillness soon rots into despair, and despair into something far worse. 

In this anthology of unnerving nano tales, storytellers explore the many shapes of loneliness—abandonment, exile, grief, madness. Here, the absence of others becomes a presence in itself: an unseen figure breathing down your neck, a void that hungers to be filled, an echo that refuses to die.

Turn the page and step into these fractured worlds. But tread carefully: once you’ve tasted true isolation, you may never feel whole again.
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Nothing but Silence Among the Stars


Andreas Flögel





After a few months into the journey, I stopped counting the days and started counting the cracks in my mind. 

The starship ran flawlessly, fully automated—no crew needed. Nothing for me to do but watch the lights on the control board or the distant shimmer among the stars.  

My sole purpose was to fulfil a legal requirement for interstellar human transport: at least one conscious person on board for unforeseen emergencies. But there was nothing imaginable that the AI couldn’t handle. 

They warned me when I signed up. “It’s a very lonely job,” they said. But I needed to leave the planet urgently, and they paid well for no work.

The constant hum of the engines was the only sound, gnawing at my nerves. Music didn’t help. I needed something real.

Four hundred passengers lay sleeping in their cryo-chambers. I picked one at random, unlocked it, and as the passenger stirred awake, I cut open his belly. 

His screams were delicious. By the time they stopped, I was calm again. 

If the silence grows too loud again, I’ll simply choose another chamber.


      [image: ]Andreas Flögel is a German author who writes in both German and English. Recent credits include stories in Dark Moments, Flashpoint SF, Sci Phi Journal, and various anthologies. He is happy to be with family and friends but also likes some time alone. 

 www.dr-dings.de 
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